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PLAN YOUR WEEK in such a way that will lend itself to faithful,
punctual attendance at the Bible Institute. Consistent attendance
will produce maximum results. You will attain the goals you have
set for yourself in terms of the completion of each STEP by
consistent attendance.

PRAY over your study of the Word. Human ability is not enough;
the energies of the human mind are not sufficient in themselves. The Christian student
requires the ministry of the Holy Spirit in order to understand the sense of the Word, and
whereby proper application can be made to one’s personal life. Pray that God will
translate your studies into life and activity for Christ.

BE PATIENT AND PERSISTENT. You will not learn it all at once. You will learn truth by
truth, lesson by lesson. Do not be discouraged if a portion of the study seems to be more
difficult than another. Be patient and stick to it. You will master the lesson in due time, and
as you progress in the Word, you will be happy that you persisted in your program of
study. Study pays rich dividends in terms of knowledge, personal experience and
usefulness to God.

OBJECTIVES FOR THIS STEP

The completion of this STEP should enable you to:

           * Demonstrate from Scripture the Personality of the Holy Spirit.

           * Distinguish between what the Holy Spirit did in former dispensations and
the Holy Spirit's work in this dispensation.

           * Delineate the four great sovereign works of the Holy Spirit and know how
they differ from conditional works of the Spirit.

           * Experience the fullness of the Holy Spirit in your life by fulfilling the condi-
tions set forth in Scripture to being filled.

           * Discern errors in some modern teaching concerning the Holy Spirit and His
gifts.

           * Discover your gift as a believer and learn how to exercise it for the glory of
God and the good of the Church.
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GLOSSARY  FOR  THIS  STEP

Comforter From the Greek word, paraklete, one called along side to help. It is
used in reference to the Holy Spirit Who "comes along side to help"
the believer.

Dispensation The translation of a Greek word, oikonomia, which means the man-
agement of a household or the affairs of the household; the adminis-
tration of property belonging to others. In Biblical interpretation, it
designates God's method of dealing with man during a certain period
of time.

Gifts of the Spirit Spiritual enablement given by God to each believer in order to equip
that one for specific service.

Omnipotent The attribute of God whereby He can do whatever He wills, limited
only by His own Divine nature.

Omnipresent Attribute of God alone. God is simultaneously and fully present
everywhere and at all times.

Omniscience Attribute of God alone whereby He perfectly and eternally knows all
things which can be known - present, past, and future.

Regeneration From two words, re, meaning "again" (as in re-peat) and generation,
"to be born"; hence, to be born again.

Sacred Canon A rule or standard. When applied to Scripture, it refers to those books
which meet the test or standards of inspiration and are considered to
be God-breathed, and therefore are part of the Sacred Canon.

Sovereignty To control or hold supreme power over. The power to act indepen-
dently of any outside pressures or influences. In theology, the su-
preme authority of God.

Tongues One of the sign gifts of the Holy Spirit which enabled the recipient to
express himself in a language unknown to him; hence, sometimes
called ”unknown tongue.”

REQUIRED SCRIPTURE READING

 Matthew 28:19;   John 14:16-26;   Acts 2;   Romans 8;   Galatians 3-5;
 1 Corinthians 12-14;   2 Corinthians 3;   Ephesians 5:18-21;   2 Peter 1:21
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I. THE DOCTRINE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

 Having studied the teaching of the Bible on God the Father and God the Son, we now
turn our attention to a study of God the Holy Spirit. Such a study is of vital importance
to each of us. When we are saved, we obtain a new life, and this life is an incarnation
of God's Life in us by the Holy Spirit. We must learn to understand this Life and our
new relationship to the Holy Spirit, not merely in an academic manner, but in a
practical way, and to do this we must begin with a clear understanding of Who the
Holy Spirit is, and what His ministries are to the believer. We will begin with a study of
the Personality of the Holy Spirit.

* * * * *

(1)   The new life we receive when we are saved is an incarnation of

 (a)____________________________________ in us by

 (b) ___________________________________________.

* * * * *

 A. The Holy Spirit is a Person of the Godhead!

 The Holy Spirit is not just an influence or a force. He is not an abstract. He is a
Person.  The Bible places Him as one of the Persons of the Godhead. Notice the
following:

  1. The Holy Spirit is a Person

               a. The Holy Spirit is a Person even though certain terms employed in various
Bible passages seem to suggest otherwise. For instance, we are well aware
that the word for Spirit, both in the Old and New Testaments, is also the
word for wind or air. Are we to assume on the basis of this fact that the Holy
Spirit is simply an impersonal influence?  What about such symbols as fire
and oil which are sometimes employed to refer to the Spirit? Does this give
us sufficient reason to decide that the Spirit is merely a force?  Some
erroneously teach that it does . . .  but we believe not.

* * * * *
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(2)  List three symbols which are used in Scripture to refer to the

 Holy Spirit.

  (a) _______________________________________________

      (b)________________________________________________

          (c)________________________________________________

* * * * *

                b. The Bible does at times use the neuter pronoun when referring to the Holy
Spirit in such places as Romans 8:26, but even here, later translations
recognized the need for translating this verse, “the Spirit Himself “. . .  .In
John 16:13-15 Jesus tells His disciples some things about the Holy Spirit,
and notice that nine times in three verses Jesus uses the masculine
personal pronoun he when referring to the Holy Spirit.

                c. And then the Holy Spirit is said to be treated as only a person can be
treated. You cannot tempt an influence (Acts 5:9). You cannot lie to an
influence (Acts 5:3)! You cannot provoke an influence or force. Only a
person can be vexed (Isaiah 63:10). Only a person can be grieved
(Ephesians 4:30), or blasphemed (Matthew 12:31-32, Mark 3:29, Luke
12:10).

                d. Certain things are said of the Holy Spirit that could only be said of a person
and not a force. The Holy Spirit is said to have a will (1 Corinthians 12:11).
He is said to yearn over the lives of believers. He is said to pray for us
(Romans 8:26-27).

                e. Finally, His name is linked with the other Persons of the Godhead so as to
make it plain that He is, like the other two, a distinct Personality (Matthew
28:19; 2 Corinthians 13:14).

           * * * * *

(3)  List 3 reasons why we believe the Scriptures to teach that the

     Holy Spirit is a Person and  not simply a "force" or "influence".

     (a)________________________________________________

     (b)________________________________________________

  ________________________________________________

 (c)________________________________________________

       ________________________________________________
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* * * * *
2.  The Holy Spirit is a Divine Person

 Not only is the Holy Spirit a Person, as distinct from a force or an influence, but
the Holy Spirit is a Divine Person, One of the Persons of the Godhead. There
are a number of facts in Scripture that make this clear.

                a. The Holy Spirit is called God in Acts 5:3-4. But Peter said, Ananias, why
hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost . . . ? thou hast not lied
unto men, but unto God.

                b. The Holy Spirit does work that only God can do. He was active in the
creation of the earth (Genesis 1:2). Job says, he hath garnished the
heavens (Job 26:13). The acting Agent of the incarnation of the Son was
the Holy Spirit (Matthew 1:18, 20; Luke 1:35).

                c. Finally, all of the Divine attributes are given to Him. He is Eternal (Hebrews
9:14).  Remember, only God can be eternal. Eternal means that there was
no beginning. We are everlasting, but God is eternal. When the Bible says
we have Eternal Life, it is speaking of the quality, not the quantity, of that
life. It is God's life in us; therefore, it is Eternal Life. It lasts forever; therefore,
it is everlasting life. The Holy Spirit is also Omnipresent (Psalm 139:7); He
is Omnipotent (Romans 15:19); and He is Omniscient (Isaiah 40:13; Acts
20:22-23; 21:11; John 14:26; 1 Corinthians 2:1-14).  Therefore, it is dogmat-
ically asserted that the Bible teaches that the Holy Spirit is a Divine Person,
the third Person of the Holy Trinity.

* * * * *

(4)  The Holy Spirit is ______.

         (a) a Divine Influence

                              (b) a Divine Person

                              (c) a Divine Power

 (5)  In what New Testament passage is the Holy Spirit definitely called "God"?

  (Give book, chapter, and verse)____________________

* * * * *

 B. The Holy Spirit in the Former Dispensations

 I'm sure you recognize by now that the Holy Spirit came in a unique way on the
day of Pentecost, in a sense in which He was not present before. Of course, all of
the members of the Godhead are Omnipresent at all times. But, for example, in the
incarnation, Jesus came in a way in which He had not come before and, thus, was
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present in the world in a special sense. The question that bothers many Bible
students is, what was the Holy Spirit's relation to men in the former dispensations?

1. The Holy Spirit’s Work in Creation
 As we have already seen, the Holy Spirit was active in Creation. Genesis 1:2

tells of the Spirit's moving upon the waters to bring forth life. Job said that the
Spirit garnished (or ensplendored) the heavens (compare Revelation 21:19).
Then the Holy Spirit also made man (Job 33:4). So the Holy Spirit was active
in Creation.

* * * * *

(6)  Name two things the Holy Spirit did at Creation.

           (a)________________________________________________

                (b)________________________________________________

* * * * *

        2. The Holy Spirit Inspired the Biblical Writers

 This He did in each of the preceding dispensations and, of course, in our
present dispensation until the sacred canon was complete. In 2 Samuel 23:2,
He inspired David (see also Mark 12:36).  Isaiah said that the Holy Spirit was
the source of his messages (Isaiah 59:21; 61:1). Other passages are Acts 1:16;
28:25; Hebrews 3:7; 2 Peter 1:21.

* * * * *

(7)  Write out 2 Peter 1:21, which proves that the Holy Spirit inspired

 the writers of the Scripture. _____________________________

         ___________________________________________________

         ___________________________________________________

         ___________________________________________________

* * * * *

 3. The Holy Spirit and Man

 The relationship which the Holy Spirit had to men in the past dispensations is
the most difficult aspect of His work to define. For this study, we have examined
every verse we could find which seemed to set forth anything about the Holy
Spirit and man in former times. As a result, we learned that the Holy Spirit:

                a. Strove with man because of sin (Genesis 6:3).
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                b. Indwelt certain men for particular reasons (Joseph, Genesis 41:39; Beza-
leel, Exodus 31:1-3; Joshua, Numbers 27:18; Ezekiel, Ezekiel 2:2).

                c. Came upon men for service (Moses, Numbers 11:17; Balaam, Numbers
24:2; Saul, 1 Samuel 10:10; David, 1 Samuel 16:13; Amasai, 1 Chronicles
12:18; Azariah, 2 Chronicles 15:1; Zechariah, 2 Chronicles 24:20; Messiah,
Isaiah 11:2; 42:1; and Ezekiel, Ezekiel 11:5). There are many other instanc-
es besides these. Seven times in the book of Judges we read that the Spirit
of God came upon or came mightily upon someone to enable that one for a
particular service.

                d. The Holy Spirit also had a teaching ministry with certain individuals in the
Old Testament.  He "instructed" Nehemiah, (Nehemiah 9:20). It is also clear
that He instructed certain craftsmen for their work on the Tabernacle.

                e. Besides these things, the Holy Spirit was with Caleb, Numbers 14:24; sent
Isaiah, Isaiah 48:16; "defended" Isaiah, Isaiah 59:19; caused men to rest,
Isaiah 63:14; led David, Psalm 143:10; gave power, Micah 3:8; and
"transported" Ezekiel from place to place, Ezekiel 3:12,14, 24; 8:3; 11:1;
37:1; 43:5.

* * * * *

(8)  List ten things the Holy Spirit did for (on behalf of) men in the

 Old Testament.

           (a)________________________________________________

 (b)________________________________________________

           (c)________________________________________________

 (d)________________________________________________

           (e)_________________________________________________

 (f)_________________________________________________

           (g)_________________________________________________

 (h)_________________________________________________

           (i)_________________________________________________

  (j)_________________________________________________

* * * * *
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               f. It must be noted carefully in this study that, while the Holy Spirit did perform
certain ministries for various individuals in other dispensations just as He
performs now, the difference lies in the selection and in the duration of His
ministries. In the former dispensations, the Holy Spirit indwelt select men
for a certain period of time for the performance of particular service for God.
During our dispensation, it will be seen that the Holy Spirit indwells all
believers continuously. Secondly, in the former dispensation, the Holy
Spirit's residence with an individual was temporary and could be terminated
at any time as circumstances changed (1 Samuel 16:14; Psalm 51:11).  It
will be seen that this is not the case during our age.

  C. The Holy Spirit and the Nation of Israel

 Each member of the Godhead had (or will have) a special relationship to God's
earthly people, Israel. God, the Father, made covenant promises with His people
in the Old Testament. He revealed Himself to them as the Father-God (Exodus
4:22; Hosea 11:1).  When Jesus began His ministry, He said, I am not sent but
unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel (Matthew 15:24). Paul said of Him, Jesus
Christ was a minister of the circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm the
promises made unto the fathers (Romans 15:8). Now in the same manner, the
Holy Spirit is intrinsically linked with Israel's future. The full development of this
theme will come when we begin our study of prophecy, but a few indications are
given here.

           1. Israel is dwelling today in the center of the prophecy of Ezekiel 37. We mean
by that that they are a national entity once again, the bones came together, but
they are spiritually dead; there was no breath in them. Read carefully the
entire chapter.

* * * * *

(9)  Please initial this space when you have read Ezekiel 37 ______

* * * * *

           2. The time for Israel's national conversion is coming. The Scripture promises this
will be the direct work of the Holy Spirit upon the nation (Zechariah 12:10;
Ezekiel 39:29; Isaiah 32:15; 44:3). This work was promised before in Proverbs
1:23.

           3. The result of this work of the Holy Spirit will be a new heart for Israel (Ezekiel
11:19-20; 36:26-28).  This will be the ultimate fulfillment of the prophecy of Joel
(Joel 2:28). Peter applied this reference at Pentecost (Acts 2:16) to show that
what was happening was in accord with Old Testament predictions just as John
applied Zechariah 12:10 (see John 19:37), but notice that in neither instance
did the writer use the formula, "that it might be fulfilled." These prophecies
helped to make what was happening clear in each case, but it is perfectly
evident from their context that their final fulfillment points to a future day.
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    * * * * *
(10)   As a result of the Holy Spirit's work upon Israel in the last days,

 Israel will be given a new __________________.

* * * * *

 D. The Holy Spirit's Relationship to Messiah

 The Old Testament makes very clear that Messiah would be filled with the Holy
Spirit (Isaiah 11:1-3; 42:1-4; 61:1-2). Of course, this is a difficult subject to under-
stand because the things which concern the relationship of the members of the
Godhead to each other are always difficult. However, this should not keep us from
taking what the Scripture says at face value. Jesus submitted Himself willingly to
the Father's will, and in just the same way, He submitted Himself willingly to
dependence upon the Holy Spirit's enabling, which is the same Resource available
to us. The following are worth noting:

           1. Jesus' filling was in a visible form and was a sign to Israel that He was indeed
the Messiah (Matthew 3:16; Mark 1:10; Luke 3:22; John 1:32-33).

           2. Jesus' filling was complete because His will was wholly in harmony with God
and indeed it could not have been otherwise (John 3:34; Acts 10:38; Luke
4:18).

           3. Jesus met the Tempter and overcame him in the power of the Spirit, and
likewise we may overcome him if we are filled with the Spirit (Matthew 4:1; Mark
1:12; Luke 4:1).  Note that He also returned from this warfare in the power of
the Spirit (Luke 4:14).

           4. Jesus cast out demons by the power of the Holy Spirit (Matthew 12:28).

           5. When Jesus breathed upon His disciples, it was to signify that it would be the
same Holy Spirit, which had also worked in Him (John 20:22), that they would
soon receive. A comparison with other Scripture makes untenable the interpre-
tation that claims that the disciples received the Holy Spirit at this point.

* * * * *

(11)  During His earthly ministry, Jesus had no relationship with  the

 Holy Spirit. (True or False)  ___________

 (12)  Why was Jesus' filling with the Holy Spirit complete (total)? ______________

 _____________________________________________________________

           _____________________________________________________________
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* * * * *

E. The Holy Spirit and the Church During This Age

 The Holy Spirit came uniquely into the world on the day of Pentecost. He abides
in the world, through the Church, in a sense in which He has never been present
before. We will examine His relationship to the Church as a corporate unit in this
section, and in the next section we will examine His relationship to the individual
believer.

           1. The Holy Spirit indwells the Church corporately. That is, not only is He present
in each believer individually (as we will see), but because He is in each, He is,
therefore, in all and can be said to be indwelling the Church. It is His presence
in the Church which makes it a holy temple in the Lord . . . a habitation of God
through the Spirit (Ephesians 2:21-22).

           2. The Holy Spirit gives unity to the Body (the Church). Because the Holy Spirit is
the life of the Church, the Church thus shares a common life and has become
a Body (an organism, rather than an organization). The Holy Spirit functions as
the blood functions in a mortal body. That is, He keeps the Body clean and well
and preserves its health as a functioning unit (Ephesians 4:3; 2 Corinthians
13:14). A body that is not functioning as a unit is a sick body, and the Scripture
makes it clear that this comes from an unwillingness among the members of
the Body to let the Holy Spirit have His way.

           3. The Holy Spirit also instructs the Church. Seven times in the second and third
chapters of Revelation it is said, He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit
saith unto the churches (compare Acts 13:2, 4; 20:28).

* * * * *

(13)  The Holy Spirit has a three-fold relation to the Church.

     (a)  He ________________ the Church.

     (b)  He _______________________ to the Church.

                         (c)  He also __________________ the Church.

* * * * *
 F. CONCLUSION

 We have just begun to scratch the surface of this wonderful subject. In the next
section, we will show what the Holy Spirit does for each individual and how we, too,
like Jesus, can be filled with the Holy Spirit.
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The review questions should be answered with care. They
are supplied for the purpose of testing your understanding of
the section just studied. Restudy the section if your score is
under 90%. If your score is 90% or above, restudy all you did
not understand.

Each answer is worth 14.3 points.

(1)  Give three reasons why we affirm that the Holy Spirit is a Divine Person of the

 Godhead.

 (a) _____________________________________________________________

  (b) _____________________________________________________________

 (c) _____________________________________________________________

(2)  Was the Holy Spirit active in former dispensations? (Yes/ No) _______

(3)  Give a Bible reference from this lesson which proves that the Holy Spirit inspired

 Scripture. _____________________________

(4)  According to the Bible references in this lesson, at what event in Jesus' life  was

 He visibly filled with the Holy Spirit? ___________________________________

(5)  The Holy Spirit is to the Church what ________________ is to the physical body.

Possible score 100%

My score________%

Have your supervisor initial here_________ before advancing to the next section.
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II. THE HOLY SPIRIT AND HIS WORKS

 In his first Epistle, Peter speaks of those who have preached the gospel unto you with
the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven. Evidently something happened on the day of
Pentecost that changed the Holy Spirit's relation to the earth, to the world, and to the
believer. He is present in a sense in which He was not present before, and He now
operates differently than He did in previous dispensations. To miss this fact is to miss
the whole point of Pentecost, and it will inevitably lead to misunderstanding concern-
ing your own relationship to the Holy Spirit. If Satan can keep you ignorant of what the
Holy Spirit is to you, he can keep you from being the instrument God designed you to
be. It is just that simple and that important!  In the last section, we looked at the Holy
Spirit's relationship to the Church corporately. It would be helpful for you to read that
section again before you continue with this lesson.

A. The Holy Spirit's Relation to the World

 The Holy Spirit has always had a ministry toward men; otherwise, no man would
ever have come to God in faith and been justified. But He can be resisted (Acts
7:51), as Israel and many others learned to their everlasting confusion. The result
is God gave them up (Romans 1:24, 26, 28). However, there is a special sense in
which God convicts through the Holy Spirit during this age.

1. The Holy Spirit Reproves Through the Church

 In John 16:7-11, Jesus revealed to His disciples the fact that when the Comfort-
er (or Paraklete, i.e. One called alongside to help) would come unto you, He
would do the following things through them. Reprove the world of (1) the sin of
refusing to believe in Jesus (compare John 3:16; Hebrews 1:2; 2:1-3); (2)
righteousness, or more exactly, the righteousness of Jesus contrasted with our
own unrighteousness, the object being that we may abandon all hope in
ourselves (Philippians 3:9); and (3) judgment, that is, of the condemnation of
the devil and of all those who have not submitted in faith to Christ.  Now by this
"reproof", the world is meant to see itself as condemned because of its utter
bankruptcy of righteousness due to its refusal to come to Jesus and be saved
(John 3:18; Romans 8:1). This reproof is sent out by the Church ministering the
Word, but the Word must be applied by the Holy Spirit (2 Timothy 3:16;
Ephesians 6:17).

* * * * *

(1)  The Holy Spirit is present during this dispensation in a way

           that He was never present before. (True or False) ___________
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 (2)  Through the Church, which is the salt of the earth, the Holy Spirit reproves

  the world of (a)____________________, (b) _______________________,

  and (c)_________________________.

* * * * *

2. The Necessity of the Holy Spirit's Ministry

 The Gospel is the power of God and the Word is the living water, but the power
in the Gospel is the Holy Spirit, and the life in the Word is the Holy Spirit, and
without the Holy Spirit, the Gospel is powerless and the Word is dead! The
necessity of the Spirit's ministry can be seen in the following:

                a. The condition of the world (1 Corinthians 2:14; 2 Corinthians 4:3-4; Ephe-
sians 2:1).

                b. The divine order of salvation:
  First:  The Sanctification of the Spirit (2 Thessalonians 2:13; 1 Peter 1:2).
  Second:  The Call of the Spirit (Romans 8:28-30; Revelation 22:17).
  Third:  The Quickening of the Spirit (Ephesians 2:1).

  (This is the Divine order, and that order is never reversed.)

* * * * *

(3)  In the Divine order of salvation, the Holy Spirit first

 (a) ________________, then He (b) ____________________,

 and finally He (c)  ________________________ the individual.

* * * * *

3. The Holy Spirit as the Restrainer

 Satan is the god of the cosmos (this present evil world system). Because that
is so, if Satan had unhindered sway in the affairs of men, the natural depravity
of man, stimulated by satanic urges toward the depths of iniquity, would soon
plunge the world into the same iniquitous cesspool that drowned it in the Great
Deluge in Noah's day. But God has provided a Restrainer to the flood-gates of
filth. In Matthew 5:13, Jesus tells His disciples, Ye are the salt of the earth . . .
Salt preserves from corruption, but Jesus adds, if the salt have lost his savor,
wherewith shall it be salted? Most things in the world can be improved and
preserved by salt except salt itself. The Church is the salt; the Spirit of Truth is
its saltiness. As the professing Church becomes apostate, all restraint to
iniquity is lost because its saltiness is gone. And since salt cannot be salted
(there is no cure for apostasy but judgment), it is good for nothing! (Compare
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Jeremiah 13:10).  Paul tells us in 2 Thessalonians 2:3-10 about the Restrainer
(he who now letteth will let; the word let means to hinder or restrain), Who
keeps the full mystery of iniquity from overflowing. The phrase, until he be
taken out of the way is Pentecost in reverse.  It is the taking of the Holy Spirit
out of the world, and since His habitation during this age is in the true Church,
it is the removal of the Church in the Rapture (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18).

* * * * *

(4)  The salt of the earth is ___________________.

 (5) The "saltiness" of the Church (corporate assembly of believers)

   is ________  ____________ _______ ________________.

* * * * *

B. The Holy Spirit's Relation to the Believer

 Most of the disagreement prevalent in the Church today about the various minis-
tries and gifts of the Holy Spirit come as a result of not understanding just what the
Holy Spirit's relation to the believer is. We will do well to distinguish the Holy Spirit's
Sovereign Works (that is, works which He performs for every believer at the
moment of salvation) from His Conditional Works (that is, those things which He
can do for us only if we meet certain conditions).

 Then, we must distinguish between that which the Holy Spirit does for us and that
which the Holy Spirit gives to us, i.e. His gifts.

* * * * *

(6)  We must distinguish the Holy Spirit's (a) __________________

      ____________________ from the Holy Spirit's (b) __________

 __________________________________________________.

* * * * *

C. The Holy Spirit's Four Sovereign Works

 Every time a person is saved, the Holy Spirit immediately and completely does four
things for that person. These works are called “sovereign works” because they are
not dependent upon any conditions which the believer must meet. He does not
even have to understand them or know that they have happened. He simply
believes on Jesus, and immediately the Holy Spirit performs four things for him.
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 1. The Holy Spirit Regenerates the Believer

 Jesus taught the religious, but lost, Nicodemus, Ye must be born again. As we
have seen, the Old Testament promises new life to the nation Israel in the
future. But Nicodemus should have recognized the need for the new birth from
his study of the Scriptures.  John explained that . . . as many as received him,
to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe
on his name: which were born . . . of God (John 1:12-13). The moment a sinner
places his faith and hope in Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit performs the first of
His four sovereign miracles. He regenerates him, which simply means that the
sinner is born again. We become spiritually alive from the dead (Ephesians
2:1). We receive a new life, which is a spiritual life, and this new spirit, or life in
us, is one with the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 6:17). By this act of regeneration,
we are thus renewed (Titus 3:5-6). The sinner seldom, if ever, realizes all of this
at the time he is saved. All he knows is that something happened, and he is
different, but the Bible reveals that what happened is that he has been regen-
erated or born again.

 * * * * *

(7)  A "sovereign work" of the Holy Spirit is _______.

           (a) dependent upon conditions we must meet

                        (b) independent of conditions we must meet

      (8)  To be regenerated by the Holy Spirit means __________________________

          _________________________.

* * * * *

  2. The Holy Spirit Baptizes the Believer

 The future baptizing work of the Holy Spirit had often been referred to in the
Gospels (Matthew 3:11; Mark 1:8; Luke 3:16; John 1:33). Then in Acts 1:5,
Jesus scheduled the event to be near at hand. On the day of Pentecost,
believers were baptized by the Holy Ghost for the very first time. After the day
of Pentecost, the baptism of the Holy Spirit is mentioned only twice in Scripture.
The first time is in Acts 11:16 where it is made clear that Cornelius and his
company were baptized by the Holy Spirit at the moment they believed. The
final time is in 1 Corinthians 12:13 where Paul tells the Corinthians that they
were all baptized by the Holy Spirit and what that baptism accomplished. For
by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body . . . Plainly, then, we are placed
by the baptizing work of the Holy Spirit into the Body of Christ, the Church. This
event also takes place at the very moment that we are saved (as it did with
Cornelius) since "all are baptized." It is, therefore, wrong to teach that the
baptism of the Spirit is a "second work of grace," etc. It is the initial work which
places us into Christ and into His grace dependent only upon our faith (Romans
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5:2). It will also be observed here that if the baptizing of the Holy Spirit were
conditioned upon our tarrying, praying, etc., etc., then we would be command-
ed to seek it. But we are not commanded anywhere in Scripture to seek the
baptism of the Spirit, and we are told that all believers are baptized. We
conclude, therefore, that the baptism of the Spirit is a sovereign work and
happens at the moment of salvation.

* * * * *

(9)  How many believers are baptized by the Holy Spirit? ________

 (10)   When does the Holy Spirit baptize a believer?  _____________

  __________________________________________________

 (11)  We are placed by the baptizing work of the Holy Spirit into _______________

            __________ __________ ___________.

 (12)  The key verse is 1 Corinthians 12:13.  Write out this important verse.

 _____________________________________________________________

               _____________________________________________________________

               _____________________________________________________________

* * * * *

3.  The Holy Spirit Indwells the Believer

 When a sinner is saved, the Holy Spirit not only regenerates that sinner and
baptizes him into the Body of Christ, but He also takes up a permanent
residence in that individual's body (1 Corinthians 6:19-20; 2 Timothy 1:14). The
question again seems to be, when?  When does this take place? That question
can be answered positively, and the answer should end all contentions to the
contrary. The answer is given by Paul in the form of a question in Galatians 3:2,
This only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law,
or by the hearing of faith?  The context makes plain that the correct answer to
Paul's question is, by the hearing of faith. It is, therefore, certain that the Holy
Spirit is received at the point of faith, which is also the point of salvation
(Romans 5:1). Compare Galatians 3:14 in which Paul answers the above
question himself, . . . that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through
faith. Notice, not through prayer, not through tarrying, not through emptying (I
do not despise these things in their place), but simply through faith. Therefore,
let the matter be settled. The Holy Spirit comes as a gift when the Gospel is
received and believed (Acts 2:38; 15:9; 1 Thessalonians 4:8; 1 John 4:13).  He
does not come to take up His residence in the believer at some subsequent
time, whatever someone's experience may seem to have been, for . . . if any
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man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his (Romans 8:9), i.e. he is not
saved at all!  A person, therefore, receives the Holy Spirit at the time he is
saved and at no other time.

 Now this is what the rest of 1 Corinthians 12:13 teaches, . . .and have been all
made to drink into one Spirit. By the baptizing of the Spirit we are in Christ; by
the indwelling of the Spirit, He is in us. This is also the fulfillment of John
7:37-39.  Notice again here in John the terms, . . . He that believeth on me . . .
Most of the ministries of the Spirit come as the result of His indwelling. Some
of these are: the anointing of the Spirit (2 Corinthians 1: 21-22; 1 John 2:27);
the abiding of the Spirit (John 14:16); the teaching ministry of the Spirit (John
14:26; 1 Corinthians 2:13); the guidance of the Spirit (John 16:13); the witness
of the Spirit (Romans 8:16); the prayer help of the Holy Spirit (Romans 8:26;
Jude 20); the manifestation of the Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:7); the revelation of
the Spirit (Acts 20:23; 21:11); and the comfort of the Spirit (Acts 9:31). Now,
while these ministries are all ours because of the Spirit's indwelling presence,
we do not always enjoy all of these blessings because of certain things which
we will see later in our study.

* * * * *

(13)  By the baptizing of the Holy Spirit, we are in (a) _____________

 and by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, He is (b) ____________.

 (14) List five of the ministries of the Holy Spirit which we  may enjoy because of

  His indwelling presence.

 (a)___________________________________________________________

 (b)___________________________________________________________

 (c)___________________________________________________________

 (d)___________________________________________________________

 (e)___________________________________________________________

 (15)  A believer receives the Holy Spirit (when)_____________________________

 _____________________________________________________________.

* * * * *

 4. The Holy Spirit Seals the Believer

 When I was a boy, I lived in a railroading town where hundreds of freight cars
rolled through, were shifted, loaded and unloaded each day. On many of these
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cars, a wire and lead seal were placed around the great iron latch on the door.
Stamped on each seal were the letters P.R.R., indicating that the contents were
guaranteed to reach their destination by all the authority and power of that
gigantic system. Just so, God says that the moment we are saved, we are
sealed by the Holy Spirit, which is His guarantee that we will not be lost along
the way somewhere, but will reach the desired destination. Furthermore, the
Holy Spirit Himself is the seal, and all of the authority and power of God stands
behind that guarantee. The key verse here is Ephesians 4:30. Note also that
we are warned against grieving the Holy Spirit (which we do when we sin), but
immediately is added, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption (or
final deliverance from this world to glory). Now if the Holy Spirit could be
"grieved away" as some teach, this would certainly be the place to indicate that.
But, instead, the opposite is true; we are exhorted not to grieve Him, but
assured that He will be with us from the day of salvation until the day we reach
glory.

 Another aspect of this truth is found in Ephesians 1:13-14 and 2 Corinthians
5:5. In these passages, the Holy Spirit is called the earnest of our inheritance.
Now an earnest was like a title deed to a piece of property. I may not have seen
the property, but if I hold the title deed to it in my possession, I know that it is
mine! Just so, since we are possessors of the Holy Spirit, we know that heaven
is ours, although we have never seen it. And it is in this relationship that the
Spirit bears witness with our spirit that we are the children of God. And so we
have a two-fold ministry through the Spirit's sealing work. First, we are sealed
for our protection (1 Peter 1:5), and second, we are sealed for our assurance
(1 John 4:13). Now when the Spirit is grieved, His witness is silenced, and we
lose our assurance. But since Ephesians 4:30 must always be true, we cannot
lose our protection, and hence we are always safe (Romans 8:37-39).

* * * * *

(16)  Proof that we are sealed by the Holy Spirit until we reach glory

 is found in Ephesians 4:30.  Write out this important verse.

 ___________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________

 (17)  Ephesians 1:13-14 teaches us that, having been sealed by the Holy Spirit, He

  becomes the ______________ or title deed to our inheritance.
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 (18)  State two reasons why the believer is sealed by the Holy Spirit.

          (a) for our __________________________

          (b) for our __________________________

* * * * *

 In summary, we have examined the four sovereign works of the Holy Spirit
which He performs for every believer at the moment of salvation. We are
regenerated, baptized, indwelt and sealed forever. Let me repeat again that
these are sovereign acts of the Spirit, that is, we do nothing to bring them
about. When we receive Christ, He performs all of this for us whether we know
it, or understand it. If you would like further proof of this, take a concordance
and see how many times we are exhorted to seek either the Holy Spirit's
regeneration, His baptism, His indwelling, or His sealing. The answer is NONE!
We are never told to seek these things, because they are not conditioned upon
our seeking them, but are guaranteed to every believer. Therefore, the student
should realize that to be saved and then to claim to have received any of these
ministries of the Spirit at some time subsequent to salvation is error of the worst
kind. That error keeps the individual from an understanding of the Spirit's true
relationship to him, which understanding is absolutely necessary in order to
receive the one conditional work of the Holy Spirit . . . the Holy Spirit's filling.
And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit
(Ephesians 5:18).

D. The Holy Spirit's One Conditional Work

 When a believer has an understanding of the Spirit's sovereign ministries and
recognizes that the Holy Spirit does, indeed, dwell within him in a very literal sense,
it is then possible for that believer to begin to intelligently yield to the indwelling
Spirit until he is filled with the Spirit. Thus, it will be seen that the filling of the Spirit
is only possible because of the fact of the Spirit's indwelling presence. When this
is not understood, believers are apt to be praying for the Spirit to be given them
when He is already resident, or to baptize them when He has already baptized
them, and so forth. Beginning with an understanding of the Spirit's sovereign
ministries, we turn now to a discussion of the filling of the Spirit and its results.

* * * * *

(19)  Name the one conditional work of the Holy Spirit ___________

 __________________________________________________.

 (20)  The key verse is Ephesians 5:18.  Write it here in full. ___________________

      _____________________________________________________________

      _____________________________________________________________
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 (21)  Ephesians 5:18 is ______.

 (a) a command
 (b) a suggestion

* * * * *

1. The Filling of the Spirit is Concomitant

 There is a very close relation between the indwelling of the Spirit and the
fullness of the Spirit. The fullness comes as the natural outgrowth of the Spirit's
presence within. In John 7:37-39, the subject is the giving of the Spirit, but the
expected result of the Spirit's presence is out of his belly shall flow rivers of
living water, a picture of the Spirit's fullness.

   2. The Filling of the Spirit is Continuous

 The four sovereign works of the Spirit are accomplished at a point of time, and
while their effects continue, the works themselves are never repeated. This is
not so of the Spirit's filling. In Ephesians 5:18, the verb be filled is in the present
tense which in the Greek "expresses continuation in the present" (Newberry
Bible). In other words, we might translate the verse, "be ye being filled with the
Spirit." Thus, it is indicated that the Spirit's filling is not a once-for-all crisis
experience, but rather a condition that must be sought and maintained.

   3. The Filling of the Spirit is Conditional

 One thing which distinguishes the filling of the Spirit from the four sovereign
works of the Spirit is the fact that the filling is conditional, i.e. it is dependent
upon our meeting certain requirements. This can be seen by the fact that this
is the one work of the Spirit which we are exhorted to seek and obtain
(Ephesians 5:18).

* * * * *

(22)  Between the indwelling of the Holy Spirit and the filling of the

  Holy Spirit, there is _____.

 (a) a close relationship
 (b) no connection at all

 (23)  The filling of the Holy Spirit happens once and is never repeated. (True or

  False)  __________

 (24)  There are requirements which we must meet in order to be filled with the

  Holy Spirit. (True or False) ____________
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* * * * *

 Now, let's examine the conditions which must be met if we are to be filled with
the Holy Spirit:

                a. A love for Christ which manifests itself in a desire to please Him in every-
thing. Where this exists, we will not hinder the fullness of the Spirit by
grieving Him or quenching Him. We grieve the Spirit (Ephesians 4:30) when
there is some sin in our life which hinders His fullness. He cannot witness
THROUGH us when He is busy witnessing TO us about our sin. We quench
the Spirit (1 Thessalonians 5:19) when we fail to let Him flow freely through
us in word and in deed. If anything demonstrates the nature of the fullness
of the Spirit, it is this idea of quenching Him. It shows that we do not have
to force the Holy Spirit to manifest Christ through us by His fullness in us;
rather, we would have to force Him not to, by willfully resisting Him. As long
as we yield to Him, He will fill us.

* * * * *

(25)  The first condition we must meet to be filled with the Holy Spirit

  is _________________________________________________

      __________________________________________________.

 (26)  Name the two things we can do to hinder the filling of the Holy Spirit.

         (a) ___________________________________________________________

         (b) ___________________________________________________________

* * * * *

                b. Secondly, the fullness of the Spirit comes from a love for Christ which
manifests itself in a complete dependence upon Him. Such a love for Christ
will accomplish three things.  It will keep us constantly desiring more of Him.
The more of Him we desire, the more of Himself He gives. To those who
hunger and thirst, the promise is they shall be filled.  Then it will crucify our
pride, because I cannot be depending upon Him and upon myself at the
same time. Dependence upon Christ obliterates occupation with self. De-
pending upon Him also implies the third thing . . . expectation! True
dependence expects because it loves, trusts, and believes all that He has
said. It is not that I expect Him to do a certain thing for me in a certain
preconceived manner. It is, rather, that I expect Him to do it wonderfully in
His own time and way. Such expectation flows from love which invalidates
fear and frustration (1 John 4:18). "There is no such thing as a once-for-all
fullness; it is a continuous appropriation of a continuous supply from Jesus
Christ Himself; a moment-by-moment faith in a moment-by-moment Savior,
for a moment-by-moment cleansing and a moment-by-moment filling. As I
trust Him, He fills me; the moment I begin to believe, that moment I begin to
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receive; and so long as I keep believing, praise the Lord, so long I keep
receiving." (Source unknown)  Try Him . . . He will do it.

* * * * *

(27)  The second condition for having the fullness of the Holy Spirit is

 ___________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________.

 (28)  What three things will this accomplish?

         (a)___________________________________________________________

         (b)___________________________________________________________

         (c)___________________________________________________________

 (29)  A loving trust of Jesus Christ invalidates (a) _______________________ and

         (b) ___________________________.

* * * * *

4. Evidences of the Spirit's Filling

 We now come to the question, what is, and of equal importance, what is not the
evidence of the Spirit's filling?

 To begin our study on this important subject, we will turn once again to that key
verse found in John 7:37-39. We have seen that we are filled by the Spirit as
we thirst after the Lord Jesus Christ. It is instructive to notice the relationship
that the Scriptures hold to the filling. In Ephesians 5:18, where we are com-
manded to be being filled with the Spirit, the outworking of this is described as
follows in verses 19-20: speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord; giving
thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ. Now in Colossians 3:16, we are admonished, Let the word of
Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; and the results are, teaching and
admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing
with grace in your hearts to the Lord.  And whatsoever ye do in word or deed,
do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by
him.

 I am sure you have noticed the similarity here. What is the reason? The answer
is obvious . . . we are filled by drinking the living water of the Word of God and
submitting ourselves to the One Who speaks through it. This does not mean
that we are filled by simply reading or even studying the Bible. We are filled as
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we let the Holy Spirit communicate the precious Savior to us through the Word
and as we appropriate Him to ourselves by faith. Drinking or feeding is appro-
priating, taking, accepting for ourselves what God has for us, and God is giving
us of Himself! And it is, as we said before, submitting in faith to Him for His
direction and blessing.

* * * * *

(30)  Being filled with the Spirit comes from thirsting after the

 (a)________________________________ and drinking the

         (b)_________________________ of the (c)________________

 _________________.

* * * * *

 Now, what are the evidences of this experience of being filled with the Spirit?

 a. The Fruit of the Spirit

 If you were to describe the results of the Holy Spirit's filling mentioned in the
two passages above (Ephesians 5:18-20; Colossians 3:16-19), you would
find yourself using words like love, joy, goodness, meekness, etc. That is
exactly what the Bible tells us will be the fruit of the Spirit's filling. Galatians
5:22-23 reads, But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suffering,
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance: against such there is
no law. Now these are the things that characterized the Lord Jesus Himself
while He was here on earth. Therefore, the filling of the Holy Spirit is nothing
more than the reproduction of the life of Jesus Christ in us by the energy of
the Spirit Who dwells within.

* * * * *

(31)  Name five things which will characterize one who is filled with

 the Holy Spirit.

         (a)___________________________________________

         (b)___________________________________________

         (c)___________________________________________

 (d)___________________________________________

         (e)___________________________________________
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 (32)  The filling of the Holy Spirit is nothing more than the____________________

      _____________________________________________________________

      _____________________________________________________________

      ______________ (finish this statement).

* * * * *

  b. The Zeal of the Spirit

 As we study this list, we must be careful not to assume that these are
negative virtues. Meekness is not just the absence of bad temper, but the
presence of loving truthfulness (2 Timothy 2:24-26).  Love not only over-
looks wrong done to it (1 Corinthians 13), but also reproves, rebukes,
exhorts with all long-suffering and doctrine, warning against the perils of sin
and the horrors of hell.  It is exceedingly instructive to note that, every place
in the Bible where someone is said to be filled with the Spirit, one manifests
the fact by giving praise to God or speaking boldly for Him.

* * * * *

(33)  Name the person (or persons) filled with the Spirit in each of

  the following passages:

             (a)____________________ filled with the Spirit (Luke 1:40-45).

             (b)____________________ filled with the Spirit (Luke 1:67-79).

             (c)____________________ filled with the Spirit (Luke 4:1-15).

             (d)________________________ filled with the Spirit (Acts 2:4).

             (e)_____________________ filled with the Spirit (Acts 4:8-12).

             (f)___________________ filled again with the Spirit (Acts 4:31).

             (g)_______________________ maintained a state of continual

  fullness or “walking in the Spirit“ (Acts 6:5; 7:55-56).

             (h)_____________________ filled with the Spirit (Acts 9:17-20).

             (i)_____________________ maintained a state of continual full-

 ness  (Acts 11:22-24).
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             (j)_______________________ again filled with the Spirit (Acts 13:9-10).

* * * * *

 Notice in all these passages that the outcome of being filled was a positive
witness for Christ. In Ephesians 5:18 Paul compares being filled with the
Spirit to being drunk with wine (see also Acts 2:13-17). Now what charac-
terizes a man drunk with wine? He is often effervescent, likes to sing, and
usually is very talkative. Often this is not like the man at all when he is sober.
He is under the influence of a power (in this case, that of strong drink) which
carries him beyond himself and makes him another man. So it is with the
filling of the Holy Spirit. One who is filled is joyful and speaks the Word with
boldness, although he may naturally be withdrawn, timid and pessimistic.
The power of the Spirit in his life is carrying him beyond himself and making
him another man. But, Hallelujah, instead of making him a beast, as does
strong drink, it makes him a reproduction of Jesus Christ. Maintaining that
condition continually is done by drinking (John 7:37-39) and results in a
walk in the Spirit (Galatians 5:16-25). Therefore, we conclude that one who
is filled with the Spirit exhibits the positive fruits of goodness, along with love
and zeal and boldness in the Holy Ghost.

* * * * *

(34)  The final object of the fullness of the Holy Spirit is to make

 us  a reproduction of ______________________________.

* * * * *

 E. Conclusion

 There is a great danger in studying a subject like this that we will mistake
knowledge for experience. The Church has no need of more people who can talk
about the fullness of the Spirit in an orthodox and scriptural manner. It has need,
rather, of those who are themselves filled by the Spirit. A true experience, howev-
er, must be based upon a sound knowledge of the Holy Spirit's relationship to the
believer in this age. This STEP should give you that understanding, but don't stop
there! Go on and tell Christ that you are hungry and thirsty for more of Him.
Surrender all that you are and have to Him. Then expect, and receive, the fullness
of His Holy Spirit.
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The review questions should be answered with care. They
are supplied for the purpose of testing your understanding of
the section just studied. Restudy the section if your score is

under 90%. If your score is 90% or above, restudy all you did
not understand.

Each answer is worth 11.1 points.

(1)  The Holy Spirit reproves the world of sin, righteousness, and of judgment through

 ____________________________________.

(2)  What is called the salt of the earth? _________________________________

(3)  The Holy Spirit performs two kinds of works in the believer:

 (a) ______________________________________________

 (b) ______________________________________________

(4)  Name the four sovereign works of the Holy Spirit.

 (a) ___________________________________

 (b) ___________________________________

 (c) ___________________________________

 (d) ___________________________________

(5)  Name the one conditional work of the Holy Spirit.

 ______________________________________________________

Possible score 100%

My score________%

Have your supervisor initial here ________ before advancing to the next section.
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III. OTHER MINISTRIES OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

  The Gifts of the Spirit

 Another one of the blessings we enjoy as a result of the Holy Spirit's indwelling
presence is that we are made the recipient of certain "gifts" or enablements of the
Spirit. One of the key passages is 1 Corinthians 12:1-31.The best summary I have
ever read of this passage is found in the footnote of the Scofield Reference Bible
on page 1222 (page 1244 in the 1967 version). "The word 'pneumatika', literally
'spirituals' (i.e. matters of or from the Holy Spirit), gives the key to chapters 12-14.
Chapter 12 concerns the Spirit in relation to the Body of Christ. This relation is
two-fold: (1) The baptism with the Spirit forms the body by uniting believers to
Christ, the risen and glorified Head, and to each other (vss. 12-13).The symbol of
the body thus formed is the natural human body (vs. 12) and all the analogies are
freely used (vss. 14-26). (2) To each Christian is given a spiritual enablement and
capacity for specific service. No believer is destitute of such a gift (vss. 7,11,27),
but in their distribution, the Spirit acts in free sovereignty (vs. 11). There is no room
for self-choosing;  Christian service is simply the ministry of such a gift as the
individual may have received (cf. Romans 12:4-8). The gifts are diverse (vss. 6,
8-10, 28-30), but all are equally honorable because they are bestowed by the
same Spirit, administered under the same Lord, and energized by the same God."
Now a careful reading of the passage will emphasize the following points.

           1. Spiritual gifts come as a result of the Holy Spirit's indwelling presence (1
Corinthians 12:4).

           2. Spiritual gifts are given to the believer (as a member of the Body of Christ
through the Spirit's baptism (1 Corinthians 12:13) in order that the Body, i.e. the
Church, might profit (1 Corinthians 12:7).

           3. Spiritual gifts are like body parts or organs, and each is necessary to the Body's
full health (1 Corinthians 12:14-27).

           4. The Holy Spirit is sovereign in the giving of the gifts, and while we may pray for
certain gifts to be given in the will of God (1 Corinthians 12:31; 14:1), the matter
rests completely with God, and it is error to insist on a particular gift, or to teach
that any particular gift is universal to the Body, that is, that it is given to all. This
is distinctly denied in 1 Corinthians 12:27-31. Then there are two additional
principles that are not distinctly a part of this passage, but do become clear in
other places in this STEP.

           5. The gifts themselves are related to the Spirit's indwelling presence and not to
His fullness, so that they may sometimes be exercised by believers living in a
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very carnal state (1 Corinthians 1:7; 3:1). The presence of a gift is, therefore,
definitely not an indication of spirituality.

          6. The exercise of the gifts can only be effective for God when they are exer-
cised in the fullness of the Spirit (1 Corinthians 13:1-3; compare Zechariah
4:6).

* * * * *

(1)  Complete the following statements:

     (a) Spiritual gifts are a result of the Holy Spirit's _____________

  ____________________________.

     (b) Spiritual gifts are given to each believer for (what purpose?)

  ________________________________________________

     (c) Each of the gifts is necessary for ______________________

  _______________________________________________.

     (d) Since gifts are a result of the Spirit's indwelling presence and

  not (a) _______________________________, they may be

          exercised by (b) _____________________believers.

     (e) The choice of which gift or gifts are ours rests completely

  with ____________.

* * * * *

 We can draw some practical conclusions from this brief summary of the gifts of the
Spirit. First of all, we can conclude that, if you are born again, you definitely have
a spiritual gift. The manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man . . . If you have
not been exercising your spiritual gift in the power and fullness of the Holy Spirit
for the glory of God and for the good of the Body of Christ, you are sinning against
the gift of God and will be held accountable to Him as an unfaithful steward.
Perhaps you are not sure what your gift is. Read the list found in 1 Corinthians
12:8-10, as well as Romans 12:3-8 and Ephesians 4:8, 11-12. You will notice
especially in the passage in Romans that we are warned about pride over our
spiritual gift. That is because the gifts of the Spirit are not innate talents which we
possess by virtue of heredity, neither are they skills which we acquire by our own
effort. They are gifts given sovereignly by God, not for our good especially, but for
the good of the Church; and therefore, we have nothing wherein we can possibly
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boast. After you have read the Scriptures given above, ask God to show you what
your gift is, and then look for opportunities to exercise it for God.

 In making some practical observations on the gifts of the Spirit, we should note
especially how the Spirit's gift may actually contradict the basic nature of the
individual. I have known persons who were terribly shy and timid. But the Holy
Spirit has given them the gift of evangelism (or witnessing). The gift is theirs by
virtue of the Spirit's indwelling presence. But in the case of a gift which is contrary
to the person's nature, what often happens is that it lies dormant until there is a
yielding to the Holy Spirit which brings a fullness of the Spirit, and immediately
there is a desire to exercise that gift for God.

 Or, let's take a dissimilar case. Here is one who is given the gift of prophesying (or
preaching), and let us say that he is already naturally gifted as a public speaker.
Here is an instance where the gift is complimentary rather than contrary to the
natural endowment. Here the person may exercise the gift in the energy of the
flesh because of some personal desire to be heard rather than in the power of the
Spirit of God. Many a man with a natural ability at public speaking has received the
gift of preaching and has used it in the energy of the flesh and for his own glory for
years before one day realizing his own carnality and by confession and surrender
is filled with the Spirit. Then the gift is exercised effectually, and the result is the
glory of God, the good of the Church, and the salvation of precious souls.

 There is one other possibility. We have said that every true child of God has a
spiritual gift. And we have noted that these gifts are special endowments by the
Holy Spirit for the good of the Church. But notice that there is not a single one of
these gifts that cannot be imitated. They can be imitated either by the flesh (in the
case of the gifts which are more comparable to human abilities), or they may be
imitated by Satan (as in the case of the supernatural gifts). Compare Exodus
7:11-12,22; 8:7; 9:11; 2 Timothy 3:8-9. It is, therefore, necessary to observe that
the apparent manifestation of any particular gift or gifts is not a proof of spirituality
or even of salvation.

* * * * *

(2)  How can a spiritual gift be exercised to the glory of God and

 for the good of men?__________________________________

 ___________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________

* * * * *

NOTE: THE REVIEW OF THIS SECTION WILL BE COMBINED
WITH THE REVIEW OF THE NEXT SECTION
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IV. SPECIAL QUESTIONS CONCERNING THE HOLY SPIRIT AND HIS GIFTS

 Even a cursory glance at statements being made these days concerning the Holy
Spirit and His gifts will demonstrate that there is a great deal of confusion both of terms
and of actual teaching in the Church on this subject. But let me say at the outset that
the greatest error possible is the attitude that either ignores the Holy Spirit, or deals
with His presence and works in a completely academic fashion without the slightest
hint of a real relationship with the Spirit being manifested in the life. Not many months
ago, I heard a well-known professor of one of the most outstanding fundamental
seminaries of our time bring a discourse on the Holy Spirit and certain of His works.
Almost everything he said in that meeting was perfectly true and well thought out and
very scriptural. But the attitude of arrogance that the man manifested in his presenta-
tion made me feel that I would almost rather be wrong about some technical points
and know the experience of the Spirit in my life than to be 100% accurate in all I said
and have no more of the fullness of the Spirit than the world has! Even a potato peeler
is not sold without a demonstration, and we will not convince anyone that we know
about the Holy Spirit unless we can demonstrate His presence in our lives.

 Having said that, however, I must add that misunderstanding never adds to a true
experience in the Spirit. The ideal condition is a living, vital experience of "walking in
the Spirit" which is solidly based upon a proper scriptural understanding of our
relationship to the Spirit. It is with this in mind, and so that you as a student will not be
delayed in your full apprehension of the Spirit's fullness by being led into byways of
error, that we will examine certain questions concerning the Spirit's gifts. The area of
disagreement surrounding the gifts of the Spirit is actually confined to what have been
called the "sign gifts", primarily the gifts of prophecy, tongues, and healing.

 A. The Question of Prophecy or Inspired Teaching

 There is good evidence to suggest that the sign gifts, including those under
discussion, were given primarily as a testimony to the Jewish people scattered
abroad throughout the empire, and that these signs ceased with the general
rejection of the Gospel message by the Jewish nation and with the close of the
Apostolic era. Several Greek expositors have argued very convincingly that 1
Corinthians 13:8-13 teaches the end of some of the temporary gifts (prophesying
or foretelling the future, tongues, and knowledge or inspired teaching and preach-
ing). Such expositors believe that the reference to that which is perfect (or
complete) is to the New Testament Scriptures and that as soon as it was complete
(is come) these gifts would become unnecessary and vanish away. They were
primarily for the babyhood of the Church, and like things that are part of the life of
a child, they will be put away when maturity comes. Such a view is certainly in
harmony with the general view concerning signs. Compare Luke 16:29-31. Verse
12 of 1 Corinthians 13 then teaches that I see myself, God, and the Divine plan
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 only as an enigma, but that once the Word is complete, I can know myself, God,
and the Divine plan even as He knows me, for He has fully revealed all this through
His Word. If this is, in fact, the teaching of this passage, then we have the
explanation for the disappearance of the sign gifts shortly after the Apostolic era
ended.

* * * * *

(1)  Name three "sign gifts" of the Holy Spirit:

 (a)________________________________________________

 (b)________________________________________________

 (c)________________________________________________

 (2)  Sign gifts were given especially for the benefit of what people? ___________

 (3)  The partial revelation given by use of sign gifts was superseded by the full

      revelation given by _____________________________________________.

* * * * *

 B. The Question of Tongues

 Those who teach that the sign gifts, and most particularly the gift of tongues, are
valid for today also teach, without exception, that tongues is a result of, and an
evidence of, the baptism of the Holy Spirit. Since we have already learned that the
baptism of the Holy Spirit is a sovereign work and occurs at the point of salvation
for every believer, such a teaching involves serious error. It implies not only that
not all Christians have received the baptism of the Spirit, a teaching which 1
Corinthians 12:13 explicitly contradicts, but that a believer can only be certain that
he has the baptism of the Spirit if he "speaks in tongues".

 Further, the teaching makes the baptism of the Spirit a "second work of grace" to
be received sometime after salvation, and an experience (usually accompanied by
tarrying, etc.) that is manifested by the seekers speaking in tongues. It is also
usually taught that it is at this time that the Christian first receives the Holy Spirit's
indwelling presence. Along with this, it is sometimes taught that through this
experience the old nature is eradicated and that sinless perfection is now experi-
enced by the speaker in tongues.

 Now there are many variations to this teaching among "tongues people", but
suffice it to say that the heart of the whole matter is the claim that a believer does
not receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit at the time of salvation, but at some time
later when he fulfills certain conditions. And then the gift of tongues is cited as the
proof of this experience. In the light of our previous study, I hardly need point out
that this is not the teaching of the Scripture. If the claim for tongues were based
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upon a scriptural interpretation of the ministry of the Holy Spirit, and if the gift were
given to Christians suddenly (as in the book of Acts) without any psychological
preparation preceding, and if the "language" spoken were a valid "tongue", then
those who resist teaching on tongues would be, I am sure, much more ready to
accept the present phenomena as a biblical experience.

* * * * *

(4)  What verse shows conclusively that it is an error to teach that

 the baptism of the Holy Spirit is a second work of grace which

 should be sought after and received after one is saved and that

 the evidence of this "baptism" is speaking in tongues?

 __________________________________________________

* * * * *

 C. The Gift of Healing

 Those who claim to have the gift of healing without exception explain the phenom-
ena on a completely unscriptural basis. Healing is said to be "in the atonement"
and, therefore, sure to every believer at all times if he has the faith to receive it.
The scriptural basis for this is said to be Isaiah 53:4, "Surely he hath borne our
sicknesses and carried our pains . . ." (marginal reading). This is true, but Matthew
says that this verse was fulfilled during our Lord's ministry and not on the cross
(see Matthew 8:16-17). No, the Bible does not teach that physical healing is
provided for by the death of Christ and is received on the same basis as salvation!
Therefore, even if it were not for some of the most grotesque and dishonest
methods ever pawned on an unsuspecting audience, the claims made for the
brand of healing taught by some is still manifestly wrong, being scripturally without
warrant. God does heal, but not on the terms or by the methods employed by such
individuals.

* * * * *

(5)  Healing is guaranteed to the Christian because it, like salvation,

 was secured by Christ's death on the cross and is, therefore,

 always and immediately ours by faith. (True or False) ________

* * * * *



33

 D. Conclusion

 Regardless of your conclusions on the sign gifts, remember that the real evidence
of the Holy Spirit's filling is love. I have known believers whose teaching on the
Holy Spirit was wrong, who were, nonetheless, filled with the Holy Spirit. Under-
standing anything is always a help, not a hindrance, but it is no more necessary to
understand all about the Spirit's filling to receive it than it is to understand all the
ramifications of soteriology to be saved. What is needed is a real encounter with
God, and praise the Lord, that is something any sincere heart can experience. We
should remember also that God is God, and He will not be limited in His works by
men's opinions or prejudices. Our prayer is that these lessons will make you
conscious of the Holy Spirit in your life, and lead you to desire and seek a more
complete yieldedness to Him so you can be filled with the very fullness of God.

THE REVIEW FOR SECTION III IS COMBINED WITH THE
 REVIEW FOR SECTION IV.
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The review questions should be answered with care. They
are supplied for the purpose of testing your understanding of
the section just studied. Restudy the section if your score is
under 90%. If your score is 90% or above, restudy all that you
did not understand.

Each answer is worth 9 points.

(1)  The sign gifts are given to all true believers. (True or False) ________________

(2)  Can spiritual gifts be exercised by carnal Christians? (Yes/No) ______________

(3)  Who chooses the believer's spiritual gift? _______________________________

(4)  Spiritual gifts profit the Church and glorify God when exercised how? _________

 _______________________________________________________________

(5)  Tongues, healings and prophecy are called _____________________________.

(6)  The Jews were taught to look for ____________________________________.

(7)  With the completion of the New Testament Scriptures, we now have God's

 _____________________________ revelation.

(8)  1 Corinthians 12:13 shows conclusively that the baptism of the Holy Spirit hap-

 pens to (a) (how many) ________________believers at the moment of

 (b) (when) _____________________________.

(9)  Does the Bible teach that healing is "sure to every believer at all times if he has

 faith"? (Yes/No) _______________

(10)  The real evidence of the Holy Spirit's filling is ___________________________.

Possible score 100%

My score ________%
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PREPARE YOURSELF! Turn to page 1, and carefully review
the objectives. Then review each section of the STEP, and
give special attention to those areas of study that you do not
completely understand. It is a good practice to rewrite every
incorrect exercise in this STEP. With this done, study the
reviews again.

When you are ready, ask your supervisor to initial here
________, then take the following Pre-Test.

Each answer is worth 4 points.

(1)  The Holy Spirit is called _________________ in Acts 5:4.

(2) The Holy Spirit in Old Testament times  ______.

 (a) created
 (b) inspired
 (c) indwelt men for a specific job
 (d) all of the above
 (e) none of the above

(3)  The Holy Spirit is intrinsically linked with Israel's _________________________.

(4)  National conversion will come to Israel through the direct work of the _________

 ___________.

(5)  The prophecy of Joel and Zechariah is fulfilled ______.

 (a) in Israel's history
 (b) in Israel's future
 (c) at Pentecost

(6)  Jesus breathed on His disciples in John 20:22 to signify that it would be the

 same Holy Spirit Who had empowered Him Who would also work through them.

 (True or False) __________________

(7)  Why was Jesus' filling with the Holy Spirit complete? ______________________

 ________________________________________________________________

(8)  List three things the Holy Spirit did for men in former dispensations.

 (a) _____________________________________________________________
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 (b) _____________________________________________________________

 (c) _____________________________________________________________

(9)  The Holy Spirit restrains the mystery of iniquity through the _________________

 which is the salt of the earth.

(10)  A "sovereign work" of the Spirit is a work performed by the Spirit and is not de-

 pendent upon anything the believer does. (True or False) _______________

(11)  Name the four “sovereign works” of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit:

 (a) _______________________________

 (b) _______________________________

 (c) _______________________________

 (d) _______________________________

(12)  When do these four “sovereign works” take place? ________________________

 ________________________________

(13)  A "conditional work" of the Spirit is a work performed by the Spirit which is de-

 pendent on our yielding to Him. (True or False) ________________

(14)  What one work of the Spirit is conditional? ______________________________

(15)  The filling of the Spirit in a believer's life is only possible because of the fact of

 the Spirit's indwelling presence. (True or False) _______________

(16)  The outcome of being filled with the Spirit is always a positive ______________

 for Christ.

(17)  The same gift is given to every member of the Church, and we should expect to

 receive it after we are saved. (True or False) __________________

(18)  How may certain of the miracle gifts be imitated? _________________________

 ______________________

(19)  Signs were given primarily for what people? ____________________________
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(20)  What verse shows conclusively that the Baptism of the Spirit happens to all be-

 lievers?  ______________________________

Possible Score 100%

My Score ________%

PREPARE FOR THE STEP-TEST

Turn to page 1 again, and carefully review the objectives. Then
review each section of the STEP, and give special attention to
those areas of study that you do not completely understand.
With this done, study the pre-test. When you are prepared, turn
in your STEP and request permission to take the STEP-Test.
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CONFIRMATION KEY
DOCTRINE II - STEP 1

THE HOLY SPIRIT

I.   THE DOCTRINE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

(1)  (a) God’s life
       (b) the Holy Spirit
(2)  (a) wind or air
       (b) fire
       (c) oil
(3)  any three of the following:
       (a) Jesus used the masculine personal pronoun “He” for the Holy Spirit.
       (b) The Holy Spirit is said to be treated as only a person can be treated.
 (c) Certain things are said of the Holy Spirit that could only be said of a person
      and not a force.
 (d) His name is linked with the other Persons of the Godhead so as to make it
      plain that He is, like the other two, a distinct Personality.
(4)  b
(5)  Acts 5:3-4
(6)  any two of the following:
       (a) He moved upon the waters to bring forth life.
       (b) He garnished the heavens.
       (c) He made man.
(7) For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God
 spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.
(8)  any ten of the following:
       (a) strove with man because of sin
       (b) indwelt certain men
       (c) came upon men for service
       (d) instructed
       (e) was with
       (f) sent
       (g) defended
       (h) caused men to rest
       (i) led
       (j) gave power
       (k) transported
(9)  student’s initials
(10)  heart
(11)  false
(12)  because His will was wholly in harmony with God
(13)  (a) indwells
       (b) gives unity
       (c) instructs

REVIEW

(1)  (a) The Holy Spirit is called God.
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       (b) The Holy Spirit does work only God can do.
       (c) All of the Divine attributes are given to the Holy Spirit.
(2)  yes
(3)  2 Peter 1:21
(4)  His baptism
(5)  blood

II   THE HOLY SPIRIT AND HIS WORKS

(1)  true
(2)  (a) sin
       (b) righteousness
       (c) judgment
(3)  (a) sanctifies
 (b) calls
 (c) quickens
(4)  the Church
(5)  the Spirit of Truth
(6)  (a) sovereign works
 (b) conditional works
(7)  b
(8)  to be born again
(9)  all
(10)  at the moment of salvation
(11)  the Body of Christ
(12) For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gen-
 tiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.
(13)  (a) Christ
 (b) in us
(14)  any five of the following:
       (a) the anointing
       (b) the abiding
       (c) the teaching ministry
       (d) the guidance
       (e) the witness
       (f) the prayer help
          (g) the manifestation
 (h) the revelation
      (i) the comfort
(15)  at the time he is saved and at no other time
(16) And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of
 redemption.
(17)  earnest
(18)  (a) protection
       (b) assurance
(19)  the filling of the Spirit
(20) And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit;
(21)  a
(22)  a
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(23)  false
(24)  true
(25)  a love for Christ which manifests itself in a desire to please Him in everything
(26)  (a) quench the Spirit
       (b) grieve the Spirit
(27)  a love for Christ which manifests itself in a complete dependence upon Him
(28)  (a) a hunger, desire for Christ
       (b) crucifixion of self and pride
       (c) an attitude of expectation or trust
(29)  (a) fear
 (b) frustration
(30)  (a) Lord Jesus Christ
       (b) living water
       (c) Word of God
(31)   any five of the following:
       (a) love
       (b) joy
       (c) peace
       (d) long-suffering
       (e) gentleness
       (f) goodness
       (g) faith
       (h) meekness
       (i) temperance
(32)  reproduction of the life of Jesus Christ in us by the energy of the Spirit Who
 dwells within
(33)  (a) Elizabeth
       (b) Zechariah
       (c) Jesus
       (d) all of the disciples
       (e) Peter
       (f) all of the disciples
       (g) Stephen
       (h) Saul   (or) Paul
       (i) Barnabas
       (j) Saul (or) Paul
(34)  Jesus Christ

REVIEW

(1)  the Church
(2)  the Church
(3)      (a) sovereign works
       (b) conditional works
(4)  (a) regenerates
       (b) baptizes
       (c) indwells
       (d) seals
(5)  filling of the Spirit
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III. OTHER MINISTRIES OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

(1)  (a) indwelling presence
       (b) the profit (or good) of the Church
       (c) the Body’s full health
       (d) (a) to His fullness
      (b) carnal
       (e) God
(2)  When exercised in the power and fullness of the Holy Spirit

IV. SPECIAL QUESTIONS CONCERNING THE HOLY SPIRIT

(1)  (a) prophecy
       (b) tongues
       (c) healing
(2)  the Jews
(3)  the New Testament Scriptures
(4)  1 Corinthians 12:13
(5)  false

REVIEW

(1)  false
(2)  yes
(3)  God
(4)  in the power and fullness of the Holy Spirit
(5)  sign gifts
(6)  signs
(7)  complete (or) full
(8)  (a) all
 (b) salvation
(9)  no
(10)  love

PRE-TEST

(1)  God
(2)  d
(3)  future
(4) Holy Spirit
(5)  b
(6)  true
(7)  because His will was wholly in harmony with God
(8)  any three of the following:
       (a) strove with man because of sin
       (b) indwelt certain men
       (c) came upon men for service
       (d) instructed
       (e) was with
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       (f) sent
       (g) defended
       (h) caused men to rest
       (i) led
       (j) gave power
       (k) transported
(9)  Church
(10) true
(11) (a) regenerates
       (b) baptizes
       (c) indwells
       (d) seals
(12)  at the moment of salvation
(13) true
(14) filling of the Spirit
(15)  true
(16)  witness
(17)  false
(18) any one of the following:
 (a) in the flesh
 (b) by Satan
(19)  the Jews
(20)  1 Corinthians 12:13
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