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     Study to show thyself approved unto God,
              a workman that needeth not to be ashamed,
             rightly dividing the word of truth.
            (2 Timothy 2:15)



Teaching every man in all wisdom; that we

 may present every man perfect in Christ

Jesus. (Colossians 1:28)
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PLAN YOUR WEEK in such a way that will lend itself to faithful,
punctual attendance at the Bible Institute. Consistent attendance
will produce maximum results. You will attain the goals you have
set for yourself in terms of the completion of each STEP by con-
sistent attendance.

PRAY over your study of the Word. Human ability is not enough,
the energies of the human mind are not sufficient in themselves. The Christian student
requires the ministry of the Holy Spirit in order to understand the sense of the Word, and
whereby proper application can be made to one's personal life. Pray that God will
translate your studies into life and activity for Christ.

BE PATIENT AND PERSISTENT. You will not learn it all at once. You will learn truth by
truth, lesson by lesson. Do not be discouraged if a portion of the study seems to be more
difficult than another. Be patient and stick to it. You will master the lesson in due time, and
as you progress in the Word, you will be happy that you persisted in your program of
study. Study pays rich dividends in terms of knowledge, personal experience, and
usefulness to God.

OBJECTIVES  FOR  THIS  STEP

The completion of this STEP should enable you to:

 * Explain the vital facts concerning the Gospel of Matthew: writer, date, purpose,
    personal background of the writer.

 * Compare the purpose for which this Gospel was written with the purposes for
    the writing of Mark, Luke, and John.

 * Defend the virgin birth of Jesus Christ from the text of Scripture.

 * Identify the Satanic attacks upon the King from the time of His birth to the
    Temptation in the wilderness.

 * Point to the high cost of discipleship.

 * Evaluate what the Christian life really means in the light of the Beatitudes.

 * Evaluate our own lives in the light of that truth revealed in the Beatitudes.

 * Thoroughly understand our responsibility as believers to exercise the influence
    of salt in a corrupt world.

 * Witness to Jesus Christ as light in a world of darkness.
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GLOSSARY FOR THIS STEP

Aramaic  This language is a mixture of Hebrew,  Chaldaic, and Syriac, and is
   sometimes referred to as the Syro-Chaldaic or the Aramaean. Jews
   in Jesus day  spoke the  Aramaic, and our Lord, Himself,  doubtless
   spoke  a  Galilean  Aramaic,  although  He  was surely  familiar with
   Greek and Hebrew.

Frankincense  The pungent resin of an Indian tree, Boswellia serrata. When burnt,
   it is  very  fragrant and was  used as  fumigation at  sacrifices or for
   perfume.

Herod   The Herodian  family was not  Jewish but  were Edomites, descen-
   dants  of  Esau. In 300  B.C., they  were  driven  from their home in
   the area of Mt. Seir and Petra  by the Nabataeans  and they settled
   in   southern  Palestine  in  what  came  to  be  known  as Idumaea
   (Greek  for  Edom). The  Idumaeans  were  forced  by the  Jews to
   be circumcised and  thus  to  become   outwardly Jews. The  first  of
   the  Herodian family was Antipas who died in 78 B.C., then his son,
   Antipater,   the father  of  the  Herod  of   our  study. He   eliminated
   nearly  all  of  his family to protect  his  right  to  reign. He was  mur-
   derous in every sense of the word.

Myrrh   Gum resin  extracted from  an Arabian tree, Balsamodendron Myr-
rha. It was used  as a perfume, for  embalming and as an ingredient

   of the holy anointing oil.

Virgin  A "maiden, virgin, marriageable  but not married" (B. Davidson, The
Analytical  Hebrew and  Chaldee Lexicon). Isaiah 7:14  contains the

   definite article  and we should read,  "the virgin." The Greek parthe-
nos is the technical word for virgin in the New Testament and used

   as the counterpart or equivalent of the Hebrew almah (Isaiah 7:14).

Wilderness  A wilderness  is a rough,  mountainous,  thinly settled area or coun-
   try. Rock-strewn,  rugged,  the wilderness of  Judea was located to
   the west, adjacent to the Dead Sea; it was east  of Jerusalem, and
   extended to the lower part of the Jordan Valley. Comparatively un-
   settled.
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I. THE PRESENTATION OF THE KING

   A. The Birth of the King (Matthew 1:1-25)

 God promised the world a Redeemer! The Gospel was preached at the very gates
of Eden when God spoke the words of Genesis 3:15. The Seed of the woman was
promised. He would contend with the enemy of man and deal a crushing death-
blow to Satan. He would deliver man from sin!

 It is clear that Messiah would be born of the royal family of Judah (Genesis
49:8-12). He would be a prophet like unto Moses (Deuteronomy 18:15-19). He
would be a descendant of David (2 Samuel 7:8-16). He would be virgin-born
(Isaiah 7:14). Bethlehem would be His birthplace (Micah 5:2). Messiah would
come to suffer (Isaiah 53), and ultimately establish His literal Kingdom over all the
earth (see Psalm 2; Isaiah 11; Zechariah 14).

 The Bible is divided into Old and New Testaments or Covenants. In the Old, the
covenant is one of Law; in the New, the covenant is of grace. Dr. W. Graham
Scroggie, (The Unfolding Drama of Redemption, Vol. 2, pp. 74-75) says, "The two
Covenants are interdependent; each is incomplete without the other. If revelation
had ended with the First Covenant, it would have been a lock without a key . . . if,
on the other hand, there had been the revelation of the New Covenant without that
of the Old, there would have been an end without a beginning, a fulfillment without
a promise . . . It was said long ago, 'The New is in the Old concealed; the Old is in
the New revealed.'"

 The Gospel writers (Matthew, Mark, Luke, John) announce that the Redeemer has
come in the Person of Jesus of Nazareth. Their writings break the silence of God
which characterized the period of time between the Old and New Testaments.
Evangelist and prophet join hands. Inspired voices present Jesus as the Christ.
Matthew's task is to present Jesus as Israel's King and the world's only Savior.

* * * * *

(1)  The first promise of a coming Redeemer is to be found in  ___

 ________________________________.

 (2)  The Redeemer (Israel's Messiah) would be from the tribe of Judah and a de-

  scendant of (a) _________________. Cite proof text. (b) ________________

 (3)  Messiah would be virgin born. Proof text. ____________________________.
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 (4)  He would come to suffer. Cite Scripture. ____________________________

 (5)  He would ultimately establish His Kingdom on the earth. Give Scripture proof.

 ____________________________________________

* * * * *

 To further set forth the scene for our studies, note that Paul wrote, But when the
fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made
under the law (Galatians 4:4). The King was born according to Divine schedule.
He emerged at the right moment in history. God is always on time! The world stage
was set for the debut of the King!

   The Roman Empire was firmly established as a master of the world. The world was
at peace when the King appeared. These two factors aided in the spread of
Christianity. Rome had built a network of great highways linking the various parts
of their far-flung Empire. Travel and communications were thus aided. In various
ways, Rome encouraged freedom of religious thought.

 The Greeks provided a universal language, and the common (Koine) Greek was
spoken by the great majority of men. Thus, Christianity did not face immediate
language barriers. Furthermore, the Septuagint Version (the translation of the
Hebrew Old Testament into Greek about 280-165 B.C.) was in the hands of many.

 Judaism had reduced itself to a body of useless tradition. It was empty of power.
However,Judaism had the Old Testament and this was foundational to Christianity.
Synagogues were found everywhere, and wherever converts to Christianity went,
they found Jews to whom they preached the Gospel. (For further study on the
readiness of the world stage for the debut of the King, visit any library with a good
theological section, or consult with your Pastor for works on the Life of Christ or
Matthew. Use the religious encyclopedias and Bible dictionaries available to you.)

* * * * *

(6)  Cite reasons why the Roman world was prepared for the coming

 of the King. (a) The world was at p ______________________.

 (b) Rome had built a great network of _______________ linking

 the various parts of the Empire.

 (c) The language spoken throughout the Empire was the

 __________________language. This common language made

 for excellent communication.
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  (7) Judaism had reduced itself to a body of useless ____________________.

* * * * *

 Matthew was known as Levi, son of Alpheus (Mark 2:14). He was a publican, a
tax-gatherer, a public servant of Rome (Matthew 9:9; 10:3). He has been de-
scribed as an agent of the Roman Internal Revenue Service. As such, he was no
doubt familiar with Greek and Aramaic (the language of the Jews).

 Scholars are somewhat divided as to whether Matthew was originally written in
Greek or Aramaic. Some believe that it was originally written in the Aramaic and
later translated into Greek. Another viewpoint (and this one is shared by the writer
of this course) is that it was originally written in the Greek language. There is no
evidence that it was translated from the Aramaic into the Greek. Until more
evidence is forthcoming, it would seem that the view that it was written in Greek
must be given priority.

 The Four Gospels present a fourfold portrait of Jesus Christ: Matthew presents
Him as the King; Mark writes of Him as the Servant of Jehovah; Luke emphasizes
His humanity; John presents Jesus as the Son of God.

 Matthew abounds in references to Jewish idioms, life, and customs. In presenting
Jesus as the King of the Jews, it was Matthew's purpose to confirm the faith of
thousands of Hebrew Christians in Palestine and elsewhere who suffered perse-
cution for Christ's sake. Obviously it was the writer's desire to present the claims
of Jesus of Nazareth to His people, Israel, to be the One foretold in the Old
Testament: the Messiah.

* * * * *

(8)  Who was Matthew? __________________________________

(9)  What was the purpose of the Gospel of Matthew? __________

 __________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________

* * * * *

 Authorities are not at all agreed upon the date of Matthew's writing. Jesus Christ
predicted the destruction of Jerusalem, and since this took place in A.D. 70, the
Gospel certainly was written before this tragic event. Many evangelical scholars
suggest that it was written between A.D. 50-70, and this must be considered as
most reasonable.

 It is significant that the expression kingdom of heaven is mentioned thirty-three
times in the Gospel, while the kingdom of God is mentioned only five times. The
Messianic title of our Lord, Son of David, is to be found nine times. Quotations from



6

the Old Testament are very frequent. The prophetic element of the book is very
heavy, all of which is in keeping with the writer's purpose to emphasize the
Kingship of Christ.

1. His royal credentials (1:1-17)

 The credentials of any king are important, but the credentials of anyone
claiming to be the promised King and Messiah of Israel are of the greatest
importance. Messiah must be born of the seed of Abraham and of the house of
David if the Word of God is to be fulfilled. That God made covenants with
Abraham and David was no secret. Messiah was to be born of Abraham, the
father of the Hebrew nation (Genesis 12:1-3; 18:18; 22:18). Narrowing down
Abraham's physical seed to one family, Messiah was to be born of the house
of David (2 Samuel 7:8-16; 1 Chronicles 17:11-14; Psalm 89:3-4,35-37; Jere-
miah 33:17-26).

* * * * *

(10)  What is the consensus of most evangelical scholarship as to the

 date of Matthew's writing?_____________________________

 (11)  Give Scripture proof that Messiah was to be born of Abraham  (a)________

  ___________________of the house of David (b)______________________

  _____________________________________________________________.

* * * * *

 That the genealogical registers of Matthew and Luke are marked by differences
is admitted by all. The question as to why there are two genealogies is a
legitimate one. The record in Matthew is that of Joseph, a blood descendant of
the house of David, and the husband of Mary, the mother of Jesus.

 The genealogy of Luke's Gospel is that of Heli (Eli), the father of Mary. Eli
would have been the father-in-law of Joseph, and the grandfather of Jesus.
R.C.H. Lenski, Interpretation of St. Luke's Gospel, p. 218, translates Luke 3:23
as follows:

   "And he himself Jesus, when beginning, was
   about thirty years old,  being a son (as
    was supposed of Joseph) of Heli, (a son)
   of Matthat  . . . (a son) of Adam, (a son) of God."

 It was not customary to put the name of the mother in the genealogical record
although we will not say that it was never done. We speak only of the usual
procedure. For this reason, Mary's name does not appear here, and her
father's name appears instead. In the genealogical records, it was not unusual
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for the grandson to be called a son of the grandfather (1 Chronicles 8:3-4 cf.
Genesis 46:21), and the word "father" can refer to the grandfather, or even to
the father-in-law, if desired.

 Jesus, was supposed by many, to be the son of Joseph, but in reality He was
the grandson of Heli, being the son of Mary. The Bible unqualifiedly rejects any
thought that Jesus was the son of Joseph.

 The fulfillment of the prophecies of the Scriptures concerning the birth of the
King depends upon the King's relationship to the house of David. He must be
related by blood to the house of David. No other person could conceivably fulfill
the Word. Jesus was not the son of Joseph, therefore, so far as Joseph was
concerned, Jesus had no blood right to the throne through him. It is conceiv-
able that under normal circumstances, since He would have been considered
to be the legal son of Joseph, He could have mounted the throne of David. But
this would not have fulfilled the Scripture.

 The King must be of royal blood. He gained this right through Mary, His blood
mother according to the flesh. She was of the royal house, being of the line of
Nathan (David's son).

 While Matthew's genealogy may establish a legal right to the throne, Luke's
genealogy establishes Jesus' blood right to the throne of David in fulfillment of
the prophetic Scriptures. Mary supplied both.

* * * * *

(12)  What or whose genealogical record is found in the Gospel of

 Matthew?  _______________________________________

 (13)  Whose genealogical record is found in the Gospel of Luke? ______________

 (14)  Matthew's genealogy provides Jesus with a  _____________________right to

  the throne of David.

 (15)  Luke's genealogy provides Jesus with a _____________ right to the throne of

  David.

* * * * *

 2. His virgin birth (1:18-25)

 We are talking about a miracle. The Greek word for "virgin" is the well-known
parthenos. This is the word for a technical virgin, a woman who has never
known man. The Analytical Hebrew and Chaldee Lexicon, by B. Davidson,
says of the Hebrew almah (the counterpart in the Hebrew to the Greek,
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parthenos) that it means "a maiden, virgin, marriageable but not married . . . so
in the seven passages of its occurrence." Mary was unmarried, a pure virgin in
every sense of the word. She was the chosen vessel through whom the eternal
God would usher One into the world who should be called the Son of God.

   a. The discovery (1:18)

 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his mother Mary
was espoused to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with
child of the Holy Ghost (Matthew 1:18). A betrothal among the Hebrews
corresponded to our engagement, but was much more binding than in our
culture. It was marked by a gift or dowry for the bride. For the relatives
another gift was provided (Genesis 34:12; Exodus 22:17; 1 Samuel 18:25).

 Writings of betrothal (called Shitre Erusin) were prepared by those in
authority, and the obligations, agreements, and among other things, the
amount of the dowry, were stipulated. From the moment of the espousal,
the woman was treated by all as though she were married.

 The betrothal could be broken, but only for serious reasons. A breach of
faithfulness was considered adultery, and was dealt with by the Law
(Deuteronomy 22:22-28). Willful fraud was another reason for dissolving the
betrothal agreement. A husband could put away his wife according to
Deuteronomy 24:1.

 It was not uncommon for ten to twelve months to lapse before the marriage
itself took place. According to verse 18, the betrothal agreement had been
signed. Gifts had been given, and friends and relatives in general knew that
Joseph and Mary were espoused to each other. The dearest things of life
were bound up in this betrothal.

 After her conversation with Gabriel (Luke 1:26-38), Mary went to the house
of Zechariah  to see Elisabeth (Luke 1:39-40), and after three months she
returned to her own home in Nazareth. When conception took place we do
not know but in due time she became aware of the fact that she was to be
a mother. Did she disclose the information to Joseph? It is obvious that she
is with child. We can only conjecture that she did confide in Joseph the fact
that she was to become the mother of Messiah. It would seem that this
would be the natural and logical thing to do with one to whom she was
espoused.

 Joseph could hardly have disguised his original shock upon learning that
Mary was with child. Now that it is known, what will be the action of the man
to whom she is betrothed?

b. The dilemma (1:19)

 All that raced through Joseph's mind will never be known. The text says that
Joseph was not willing to make Mary a public example. He was minded to
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put her away (dismiss) her secretly. "Minded" (Greek, boulomai meaning to
will, purpose, counsel) is translated took counsel (Acts 5:33); determined
(Acts 15:37); was disposed (Acts 18:27). Joseph took counsel in the
session of his soul, and after mature consideration resolved to put Mary
away quietly, without public announcement. This decision is within the
context of Matthew's description of Joseph as a just man. Joseph was fair,
equitable, upright, righteous, law-abiding. His decision was motivated by a
sense of rightness.

 Joseph might have reasoned: (1) Mary's condition was the result of unfaith-
fulness to the betrothal agreement, but no, never! Mary was a godly woman;
(2) She had been outraged, but had this been so, would she not have told
him? Furthermore, it is possible that she had told him of the mission of
Gabriel, and therefore, (3) He knew that Mary had been chosen by God to
be the mother of Messiah. He believed her. What Mary related was not
impossible. Joseph was a devout Hebrew, and knew that Messiah would be
born of the house of David. Whether he understood the prophecy of Isaiah
7:14 is a question.

 He took counsel within himself, and his decision to dismiss her quietly could
have stemmed from: (1) His inability to comprehend the whole of the
situation. To fail to dismiss her might represent failure to uphold the spirit of
the Law. To dismiss her publicly was unthinkable; she was not proven guilty
at the bar of his soul. He was unable to condemn, unable to completely
justify, and his decision was to dismiss her - but secretly; (2) Perhaps
Joseph believed that God had chosen Mary to be the mother of Messiah,
and lest it be an unholy act to take Mary as his wife, he would put her away
quietly. In his willingness to dismiss her, he was willing to submit to the high
and noble purposes of God; (3) Possibly Mary did not explain, and in the
absence of the facts, being a just man, he reasoned that the righteous
course to pursue was to dismiss her, but in such a way as not to expose her
to public condemnation.

* * * * *

(16)  What is the meaning of the Greek word, parthenos, translated

 "virgin"?  _________________________________________

  _________________________________________________

 (17)  Describe briefly the Hebrew betrothal._______________________________

  _____________________________________________________________

  _____________________________________________________________

 (18)  Joseph's action to put Mary away privily could have stemmed from one of
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  several considerations:

 (a) ___________________________________________________________

      (b) ___________________________________________________________

      (c)___________________________________________________________

* * * * *

   c. The dream (1:20-23)

 It is interesting that Matthew says, But while he thought on these things
(Matthew 1:20). Though resolved to put Mary away, he did not move rashly.
He continued to meditate on all the circumstances, and in all probability,
Joseph took the problem to God in prayer. He sought guidance lest he err
in judgment. This was the hour of decision. Verse 20 provides Joseph with
the explanation he needed. In a dream (Greek: onar, a vision in sleep in
distinction from a waking vision) the angel relieved the burdened heart of
this just man. The Lord explained that he should have no hesitation, no fear
to take Mary as his wife, inasmuch as her pregnancy was of the Holy Spirit.
God never wastes words, and if He says fear not, then Joseph must have
been fearful, which leads us to suggest that he considered Mary to be in a
peculiar way God's own vessel for a holy purpose. He feared lest he in
some way do that which would be improper were he to take Mary to be his
wife with all of the implications of marriage.

 In further explanation the angel said, And she shall bring forth a son, and
thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins
(Matthew 1:21). His names in the chapter are Jesus Christ (vs. 1), Jesus
(vs. 16),  Christ (vs. 16), Immanuel (vs. 23).

 Jesus was a common name among the Hebrews. It is the Jehoshua,
Joshua, Hoshea, Hosea, of the Old Testament. Its meaning is very signifi-
cant - Jehovah is Salvation or Jehovah is the Savior. In the name Jehovah,
His person is revealed; in the word salvation or Savior, His work is revealed.
Christ (Greek, Christos means "the Anointed One" and corresponds to the
Hebrew Mushiach from which we get the word Messiah.

 Salvation from sin could only be accomplished through the death of Jesus
Christ. He was born to die (Galatians 4:4-5; Titus 2:11-14). Men are saved
by grace through faith in His atoning work (Romans 3:21-26; 5:1; Ephesians
2:8-9; Titus 3:5-7. The name of Jesus will never lose its power!

 Explanation was followed by revelation (Matthew 1:22-23). To the house of
David, Isaiah directed the words of Isaiah 7:14. Therefore, we have an
inspired commentary on Isaiah 7:14. It is fulfilled in the birth of Jesus Christ.
He was not only virgin-born, but His name will be called Immanuel meaning
God with us. The faith of the Christian bows before the incarnation with all
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its mystery and meaning. Deity took to Himself a complete and perfect
humanity (John 1:1-2,14). He is God and Man, one Person, the God-Man,
Christ Jesus.

    d. The decision (1:24-25)

 Without hesitation, Joseph rose up to publicly take Mary to be his wife.
Doubtless, all the ceremonies of the usual wedding were employed, the
feast, and then he took her unto his house as was the custom. We can well
imagine that nothing was missing from the ceremony of the occasion. No
doubt must be cast upon Mary's integrity. How very particular is the Holy
Spirit to tell us that while he took her to be his wife, the marriage was not
consummated until after the birth of Jesus.

 Phillips Brooks once said, "I am far within the mark when I say that all the
armies that ever marched, and all the navies that ever were built, and all the
parliaments that ever sat, and all the kings that ever reigned . . . have not
affected the life of man upon this earth as powerfully as has that one solitary
life - the life of Christ."

* * * * *

(19)  The One who should be born of the virgin was to be named

 Jesus for He shall (fill in the blanks) save H______

 ____________ _________ __________sins.

  (20)  What is the meaning of the name Immanuel? ________________________

 (21)  Jesus Christ was born to (a)________________, not to live primarily.

 Through His (b)___________________ , not His life, was salvation from sin

 accomplished for man.

 (22)  In the Incarnation, Deity took unto Himself a perfect (a)_________________.

 He is both (b)________ and (c)_________ , one Person, the God-Man, Christ

 Jesus.

 (23)  Although Joseph took Mary to be his wife, the Scripture is very careful to pro-

  tect the _________________ birth in that it declares that the marriage was

  not consummated until after the birth of Jesus.

* * * * *
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   B. The Plot Against the King (Matthew 2:1-23)

 Luke wrote . . . there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus, that all the world
should be taxed (Luke 2:1), or as the American Revised Version reads . . . "that all
the world should be enrolled." This is supported also by Wuest's Expanded
Translation which reads . . . "that the entire Roman empire should have its census
taken. This census was the first one taken while Cyrenius was governor of Syria"
(Luke 2:1-2).

 Dr. J.P. Free, Archaeology and Bible History, Scripture Press, Wheaton, p. 285,
says, "The archaeological discoveries of recent years have remarkably confirmed
and illuminated all of these statements of Luke, attesting his reliability . . . "

 Furthermore, Free says that ". . . the discovery of a number of papyrus documents
relating to census-taking shows that a census was made every fourteen years and
points back to one made about 9-6 B.C." He adds, "Sir William Ramsay, however,
has reckoned that there would have been a Roman census in the year 9-8 B.C. He
feels that, because of Jewish opposition to the census, it was not finished up
according to schedule and would have taken place in the year 7-6 B.C. This would
be the census or taxing referred to by Luke (2:1-3) in connection with the birth of
Christ, and would indicate the birth of Christ as 6 B.C."

 Christ's birth took place while Herod was alive (Herod ruled over Judea from 37-4
B.C.), and from the data of Matthew 2:1-22, it would be reasonable to believe that
Jesus was born between one and two years before the death of Herod, and the
accession of Archelaus to power in Judea and Samaria (4 B.C. to 6 A.D.).

 Inasmuch as all affected by the decree of Caesar had to return to their ancestral
homes (Luke 2:3) to be enrolled in the census and to have their property listed for
taxing, it was necessary that Joseph and Mary, great with child, journey from
Nazareth to Bethlehem. While there, the Child was born (Luke 2:7).

 The visit of the shepherds took place immediately after the heavenly message,
and they found Jesus in a manger (Luke 2:8-16). On the eighth day after His birth
Jesus was circumcised in keeping with the Law (Leviticus 12:3). Forty days after
the nativity, Jesus was brought to Jerusalem that He might be formally presented
in dedication to the Lord (Luke 2:22), and that sacrifice might be offered for Mary's
purification (Leviticus 12:6-8).

 Luke 2:39 would indicate, on the surface, that when these matters were accom-
plished in Jerusalem, Mary, Joseph, and Jesus went to Nazareth. However, there
are some other factors to be considered. Luke does not give us a full account of
the events of the nativity. The details of Matthew are to be added, and to add them
chronologically is the problem. Probably some very important events took place
between Mary's purification and their arrival in Nazareth. There is every likelihood
that Joseph and Mary returned with the Child to Bethlehem after the rites of
purification. There they were visited by the Magi in accordance with Matthew 2:1-12.
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 1. The visit of the wise men (2:1-2)

 Mystery cloaks many facts concerning the Magi. All we know of them is found
in these few verses. All else is purely traditional. We do not know how many
wise men there were. Some believe that three men are suggested by the three
kinds of gifts. It has been suggested that if they were men of wealth they would
hardly travel alone. Considerable attention would be drawn to the wise men
and their large retinue of servants (if they were men of wealth). Chrysostom
suggests twelve wise men. Epiphanius thinks in terms of fifteen. Three skulls
are displayed in the Cologne Cathedral and are identified with the wise men.
This is purely fictitious. The medieval church commemorated three holy kings:
Gaspar, Melchior, and Balthasar. This, too, lacks authority. It will remain a
mystery.

* * * * *

(24)  The evidence seems to point to _______ B.C. as the approx-

 imate date of the birth of Christ.

 (25)  Who was the infamous ruler of Judea at the time of Christ's birth? _________

  ________________________

 (26)  Why did Joseph and Mary find it necessary to journey from Nazareth to Beth-

  lehem just prior to the birth of Jesus? _______________________________

  _____________________________________________________________

 (27)  On the eighth day, after His birth, Jesus was (a)_______________________

    according to the requirements of the Law; forty days after the nativity Jesus

  was brought to Jerusalem that He might be formally (b)_________________

  to the Lord and that sacrifice might be offered for Mary's (c)______________

  ________________.

 (28)  How many wise men visited Jesus? ________________________________

* * * * *

 The quest of the wise men is filled with interest. Matthew declares that they
journeyed from the east (Greek, anatole; the quarter of the sun's rising). This
could easily include distant Arabia, Babylonia, Persia, Media, or Parthia. It is
generally agreed that they traveled a great distance.
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    But who were the wise men? The text does not say they were kings. They were
Magi (Greek, magoi; a word applied to the priestly caste of wise men among
the Medes, Persians, or Babylonians). Sometimes the word is used of exor-
cists,  magicians,  sorcerers or as  they were  known, the Mekashephim. How-

 ever, it would appear that they were learned men, and there is nothing in the
passage to indicate that they were involved in their own land in anything that
would be fraudulent or akin to exorcism.

    Their question indicates intense interest: Where is he that is born King of the
Jews? (Matthew 2:2). The East was the home of many thousands of Jews.
Wherever Jews traveled they took their Scriptures, and their Messianic hope.
Gentiles became aware of the Jewish expectation of a King. Any within Israel
who had studied Daniel 9:25-27 would know that it was time for Messiah's
appearance.

 All ancients had a peculiar regard for the appearance of comets or new stars.
Whatever it was that the Magi witnessed in the Heavens, they associated it with
the arrival of the expected Messiah. What they saw in the Heavens miraculous-
ly provided guidance. Certainly, it acted totally unlike any known star. Undoubt-
edly, it was a miraculous and providential method of guiding the wise men. To
them it was a sign. They came accordingly to Jerusalem where they thought
the King to be born, although we do not know how long after they saw the star
for the first time they began the journey. Led by the star, they arrived in
Jerusalem destined to face a jealous and murderous Herod.

    2. The vexation of Herod (2:3-8)

 Matthew indicates that Herod and Jerusalem were troubled at the inquiry of the
wise men. The word troubled (Greek, etarachthe from tarasso) means a mental
state involving fear or perplexity or both. The city was quite perplexed with the
arrival of the wise men with perhaps a retinue of servants and a display of
prosperity.

 With Herod it was different. He was a cunning, suspicious king who had already
liquidated all threats to his security as a king. However, rather than arouse
suspicion and perhaps public opinion against himself, he plotted secretly
against Jesus. In Matthew 2:3-8 we have both Herod's inquiry (vss. 3-6) and
Herod's instruction (vss. 7-8).

 It comes as no surprise that Herod would call the Sanhedrin together and make
formal inquiry concerning Messiah's birth. The chief priests were the leaders of
the priestly courses, including the high priest and his deputy. The scribes were
the lawyers of Jesus' day; men who kept legal records such as genealogies,
divorces, and bills of sale. They were the copyists of the scrolls of the Law and
the Scripture in general, as well as the interpreters of the Law when required.
Some of the persons named would have been Pharisees, perhaps the greater
part were Sadducees. They together constituted the ruling body in Israel.
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 Herod cloaked his murderous intent in courtesy. He politely inquired of them
where the Messiah should be born, and they answered in terms of Micah 5:2.
They simply gave Herod a resume of Micah's word (it is not a strict quotation).
Messiah was to be born in Bethlehem of Judea, not Bethlehem of Zebulun.

 Herod's instruction is to the point. Secrecy was important to Herod's purpose.
In private conference with the Magi he sought to pinpoint the time of the King's
birth. The wise men must have instructed Herod on this point saying that they
had seen the star about two years or less prior to their arrival. Therefore, the
tragic edict to slay the male babies two years and under (Matthew 2:16).

 Herod sent the wise men to Bethlehem for the purpose of searching out the
whereabouts of the King with the purpose of disclosing this information to
Herod (and Herod was accustomed to having his instructions obeyed). Herod
hypocritically pretended a desire to worship the King. Herod had no thought of
doing homage to Israel's King. His was the purpose to destroy.

* * * * *

(29)  Who were the wise men? _____________________________

 __________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________

 (30)  What was the concern of the wise men as they entered the city of Jerusalem?

  _____________________________________________________________

  _____________________________________________________________

 (31)  How would you describe the star and its movements guiding the wise men on

  their quest? ___________________________________________________

 (32)  When Jerusalem was disturbed, and Herod acted, he called together what

  ruling body in Israel for information? ________________________________

 (33)  What was Herod's real purpose in locating the new-born King?___________

  _____________________________________________________________

* * * * *
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 3. The veneration of the wise men (Matthew 2:9-12)

    As the wise men departed, doubtless at night as was off times the eastern
custom, the star reappeared and miraculously stood over where the young
Child was (vs. 9). Led by the star to the house where the royal family lived, they
fell down before the King (not before Mary the mother), and paid homage to
Him. They opened their treasure chests and gave rich gifts of gold, frankin-
cense, and myrrh to the King.

    After worship, they were warned of God (vs. 12). God overruled the plot of
Herod. First, God led by the star, then by His Word (Micah 5:2), and now by a
dream. Obedient to God, the Magi went to their country another way. Then
follows the warning of God to Joseph and the flight into Egypt (Matthew
2:13-15), the slaying of all male babies two years and under in Bethlehem and
environs (Matthew 2:16-18); the return to Palestine at the death of Herod (4
B.C.) and residence in Nazareth (Matthew 2:19-23).

* * * * *

(34)  Note the vocabulary on page 2. Study it carefully, close up that

 portion of the book, and answer the following questions:

 (a) What is frankincense? ______________________________

 ___________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________

 (b) What is myrrh? ____________________________________

 ___________________________________________________

 (35)  Having fled to Egypt, when did the royal family return to Palestine? ________

  _____________________________________________________________

 (36)  Returning to the Land, where did Jesus reside? _______________________

* * * * *

 C. The Forerunner of the King (Matthew 3:1-17)

 The birthplace of John the Baptist is unknown, although Luke referred to it as "the
hill country and a city of Judah” (Luke 1:39,65). It has been suggested that Hebron
is meant inasmuch as it is described as being in the hill country or mountainous
region of Judea (Joshua 20:7; 21:11). Still others think in terms of Jerusalem or a
small village about four miles west of Jerusalem (called Ain Karim) as the home of
Zechariah.
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    John was born because of the miraculous intervention of God. Named John, at the
instruction of the Lord, he was reared in the atmosphere of a priestly family. His
father, Zechariah, was of the course of Abia (Abijah, Luke 1:5 cf. 1 Chronicles
24:10). His mother, Elisabeth, was also of the daughters of Aaron. Godly and
loving parental influences are of inestimable value in the building of character.
John's soul was disciplined by the simple, perhaps severe, circumstances of his
station in life.

   John was born six months before Jesus, probably about 7-6 B.C. Mary and
Elisabeth were cousins (Luke 1:36), and thus John and Jesus were related in the
flesh.

 John was destined in the purposes of God to occupy a unique place in the plan of
God as the King's herald. Gabriel had appeared to Zechariah, and he indicated
that John should be set apart as a Nazarite (Luke 1:15; Numbers 6:1-21). He
would be the herald of the Lord and in the spirit and power of Elijah would turn
many hearts to God. His would be a ministry of preparing a people for the Lord,
that is, for the appearance of Messiah (Luke 1:17,76). All we know of John
following his circumcision on the eighth day (Luke 1:59) according to the Law, until
the day he emerged from the desert preaching repentance, is found in Luke 1:80.

    Jesus later described John as a prophet, but more than a prophet, and indicated
that no greater than John had been born of women (Matthew 11:9,11). John the
Baptist began his ministry in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar (Luke
3:1-3), about A.D. 25. This is a super-important date inasmuch as it aids in dating
the ministry of the King. The King's ministry began shortly thereafter, probably in
A.D. 26. John's was a very special ministry as the herald of the King. Following our
Lord's baptism the special ministry of John as the herald of the King virtually
ceased although he continued to baptize and to witness to Jesus the Christ.

* * * * *

(37)  The names of John's mother and father were

 (a) _____________________and (b) ____________________

 (38)  Into what kind of a family was John born? ___________________________

    (39)  What kind of influences were brought to bear on John's life as a young child?

  _____________________________________________________________

    (40)  How much older than Jesus was John the Baptist? ____________________

    (41)  What was John's unique ministry so far as the King was concerned?

 ___________________________________________________________
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* * * * *

 1. The preaching of John (3:1-12)

 Matthew makes reference to those days when Jesus lived in Nazareth (2:23)
during which John began to preach saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of
heaven is at hand (Matthew 3:2). Before us is the expression the kingdom of
heaven. Numbered among the meanings of the Kingdom of Heaven is its
reference to the literal, earthly, and future Messianic kingdom. Matthew's
Gospel is regarded as emphasizing the kingly or Messianic character of Jesus.
It is sometimes referred to as the Jewish Gospel. Matthew only, of the Gospel
writers, mentions the Kingdom of Heaven, for Jews only would be primarily
concerned with Him as Messiah.

 Appearing in the New Testament is another expression, the kingdom of God. It
is found in Matthew four times, fifteen times in Mark, thirty-three times in Luke,
and two times in John. The expression the kingdom of heaven is not to be
found in Mark, Luke, or John, although it occurs in Matthew's Gospel thirty-
three times.

 It is imperative to search the context of any occurrence of these two expres-
sions, and this may require the most patient study if the sense is to be
discovered. Study is rewarding, and it will reveal that (1) the terms are used
interchangeably, (2) the terms are not absolute in the sense that the precise
meaning of each expression as it occurs is inherent in the words, (3) the
precise meaning of either expression must be determined from its usage in
context.

 Both expressions are used of (1) a literal, earthly, and political Messianic
kingdom as predicted in the Old Testament (cf. Matthew 4:17 with Mark
1:14-15; Matthew 10:6-7 with Luke 9:2); (2) the Kingdom of Heaven in its
mystery form, which concept is to be identified with Christendom as it exists in
the inter-advent period (cf. Matthew 13:31-32 with Luke 13:18-19; Matthew
13:33 with Luke 13:20-21); (3) a spiritual Kingdom comprised of those who
have been born again by the Holy Spirit (cf. Matthew 16:19 with John 3:3-5;
note Matthew 19:23-24 and observe that the context has to do with eternal life
[19:16]). Always search the context to determine the meaning of the expres-
sions. More will be taught on these matters from Matthew 12-13.

 It was the literal, earthly, and predicted Kingdom of Messiah which John
declared to be at hand. Since John was the forerunner of the King, this can only
mean that the King would present Himself to the nation, and offer to Israel the
actual Kingdom involving the spiritual, ethical, and moral principles declared in
the Sermon on the Mount elsewhere in the Gospels. To reject the King would
be tantamount to the rejection of His Kingdom and its ethics.

* * * * *
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(42)  What was the message of John the Baptist? _______________

 __________________________________________________

 (43)  Matthew is sometimes called the J _______________________ Gospel.

 (44)  A similar expression to the Kingdom of Heaven appears in the Gospels; it is

the Kingdom of ___________________.

True or False:

 (45)  The expressions Kingdom of Heaven and Kingdom of God are used syn-

  onymously on occasions. _______________

 (46)  Both expressions are on occasion used of the spiritual Kingdom. __________

 (47)  Both expressions are at times used of that which we call Christendom.

  _________________

 (48)  One must always search the context to determine the precise meaning of

  these two expressions in given passages. ______________

Fill in the blank:

 (49)  To reject the King is equivalent to the rejection of the __________________.

* * * * *

 John fearlessly declared that spiritual preparation was necessary for entrance
into the Kingdom. Mark adds that entrance into the Kingdom begins with
repentance and faith toward the Gospel. John cried, Repent ye: for the king-
dom of heaven is at hand (vs. 2).

 To repent (Greek: metanoeo) means to experience a change of mind. This
change will be intellectual, emotional, and volitional. Repentance, therefore,
has to do with the whole personality of the individual. Intellectually, the penitent
experiences a change of view. Previously, sin was not viewed seriously; now
sin is recognized as involving guilt before God. Paul speaks of the knowledge
of sin (Romans 3:20). Emotionally, the penitent experiences a change of
feeling involving sorrow for sin, and a desire for God's pardon (Psalm 32:3-4;
51:2,7-10,12; 2 Corinthians 7:9-10). This is followed by decision. The exercise
of the will, in the direction of God and His truth, involves a turning from sin unto
God, and all this by the sovereign grace of God through Jesus Christ (1
Thessalonians 1:9-10; Ephesians 1:1-14). This was the repentance that John
preached.



20

 Israel needed to be called from carelessness and spiritual apathy to a state of
preparedness for the coming King. Israel needed a spiritual awakening, and
John was God's man for the hour! John's call was to repentance, humility,
confession of sin, and salvation (Luke 1:76-79).

 Matthew 3:3 identifies John the Baptist with the one predicted in Isaiah 40:3 as
the forerunner of the King. Great crowds came to hear him (Matthew 3:5-6). His
was a national call to repentance; to a spiritual preparedness for the coming
King.

 After the Babylonian Captivity, Jews baptized all who became proselytes of
Judaism. This signified an absolute break with idolatry. It pointed to the spiritual
experience of embracing a new religion. It indicated cleansing by Jehovah.
John employed baptism as an outward sign of sincere repentance and prepa-
ration of heart for Messiah's coming. John's ministry was not one of teaching;
it was a heart-searching ministry designed of God to reach the conscience, and
to stir within the hearts of his listeners a moral and spiritual awakening. His was
a turning over of the soil of the soul. The King or Messiah would come as a
teacher, the Master Teacher of those whose hearts had been made ready.

 John was astounded to see Pharisees and Sadducees present themselves for
his baptism. This was insincere and hypocritical. He boldly rebuked them  . . .
0 generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come?
Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance (vss. 7-8). The Pharisees were
the most numerous of the sects of the Jews. They were proud, self-righteous,
and held the common people in contempt. The Sadducees were of great
wealth and influence. They were liberal theologically and rejected the authority
of the Old Testament.

 John knew their hearts were unchanged. They desired only to be seen of men.
As the viper is given to cunning and malignancy, so were they at heart. John
demanded that they produce in life the accompaniments of real repentance.

 They prided themselves in their Abrahamic lineage (John 8:33-37, 53). John
preached that mere birth, even with privilege, could not gain God's approval.
God could more easily raise up from stones those who would be considered
worthy children of Abraham, than could He accept them as they were without
true repentance.

* * * * *

(50) John declared that preparation for the Kingdom of Messiah in-

 volved repentance and _____________________________

 (51)  Repentance in the original language means to experience a _____________

 of mind.
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 (52)  Repentance involved the intellect, the (a) ____________________, and the

 (b) ____________________.

 (53)  Intellectually, the penitent experiences a change of ____________________.

 (54)  Emotionally, the penitent experiences a change of  _____________________.

 (55)  The penitent experiences a change in the v_________________________,

 that is, in the area of his will. He experiences a new sense of direction.

 (56)  Israel needed to be called to a state of ______________________________

   for the coming King.

 (57)  Matthew 3:3 identifies John the Baptist as the one who was prophesied as the

  Forerunner of the King in (give the Scripture) _________________________

 (58)  After the Babylonian Captivity, what did baptism signify to the Jews who made

  proselytes to Judaism?  __________________________________________

  _____________________________________________________________

 (59)  Why did John rebuke the Pharisees and Sadducees? __________________

  _____________________________________________________________

  _____________________________________________________________

* * * * *

 Matthew 3:1-9 has to do with the preparation for the Kingdom; Matthew 3:10-12
has to do with the proclamation of judgment. Judgment is certain! Three
portraits of judgment are given us: (1) the axe at the root of the tree (vs. 10);
(2) the baptism of fire (vs. 11); (3) the separation of wheat and chaff and
subsequent destruction of the chaff (vs. 12).

 In verse 11, the baptism of the Holy Ghost refers us to Pentecost (Acts 1:5; 2),
and the baptism with fire speaks of Divine judgment, and this is the great day
of judgment (John 5:22,27; Acts 17:31).

 2. The presentation of Jesus (3:13-17)

 Jesus presented Himself to the nation as Messiah. Messiah was to be Prophet,
Priest, and King (note: Deuteronomy 18:15,18-19; Psalm 110:4; Isaiah 9:6-7).
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As Prophet, He would reveal the mind of God to men. Numbered among His
best known discourses are the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7); the Olivet
Discourse (Matthew 24-25); the Upper Room Discourse (John 13-17).

 Suffer it to be so now; for thus it becometh us to fulfill all righteousness
(Matthew 3:15). One can understand John's hesitation to baptize Jesus, the
Messiah (vss. 13-14). However, the words of our Lord are intended to encour-
age John to proceed with the baptism despite his sense of unworthiness. Why
was Jesus baptized? What had His baptism to do with John's presentation of
Jesus publicly as the King? The Priesthood of Messiah is foreshadowed in
Aaron and Melchizedek as types. The Aaronic priesthood is typical of the One
who offered Himself to God as the sacrifice for sin. This offering Jesus Christ
made as the fulfillment of the Aaronic type. The Melchizedek type (Hebrews 7)
of His Priesthood speaks of Messiah in resurrection life and glory. Though He
serves His own as the Melchizedek Priest now, the fuller revelation of our Lord
as the King-Priest awaits the millennial reign.

 Every priest must be ordained (Hebrews 8:3). Aaron was set apart by water
and oil (Exodus 40:12-16). Moses, being of the tribe of Levi, set Aaron apart. It
was customary for the Aaronic priesthood to be consecrated at the age of thirty
(Numbers 4:3,23,30). Compare with Luke 3:21-23. Jesus was about thirty
years of age at the time of His baptism. John the Baptist was of the priestly
family, and proved to be the appointed instrument by whom Messiah was to be
publicly set apart to His office as Priest. He was immersed in water and thus
the righteousness of the Law regulating the consecration of the priesthood was
fulfilled.

 Jesus was circumcised the eighth day; He was dedicated to God and Mary was
ceremonially purified on the fortieth day (Luke 2:21-24). It was becoming to
Him, the Messiah, to fulfill the Law minutely. The righteousness of the Law is
associated with obedience to the letter of the Law (Romans 2:26). John, in
officiating at His baptism, is associated with the fulfillment of the righteousness
of the Law. Note the use of the Greek hemin meaning to us. He said . . . "it is
befitting to us to fulfill" (Matthew 3:15). John proceeded to baptize the Messiah.

 Not only do we note His fulfillment of all righteousness (vss. 13-15) but we must
note the fullness of the Spirit (vs. 16) and the favor of the Father (vs. 17).

 The oil of consecration was a beautiful type of the Holy Spirit. Messiah is now
publicly consecrated by the Spirit who dwelled in Him in all fullness (Luke
4:18,21; John 3:34; Acts 10:38; Hebrews 9:14). Note also Matthew 12:28.

 This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased (Matthew 3:17). The
approval of the Father is to be equated with a testimony to His Deity. Note John
1:1-3,14,18; 14:7-12; Philippians 2:5-9; Hebrews 1:8-12). At His baptism, the
Triune God is revealed: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Our Lord's baptism is
unique and never to be repeated. However, Christian baptism is set forth in the
Great Commission (Matthew 28:18-20). Practiced by the New Testament
churches, it was a witness to the believer's relationship to and union with Jesus
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Christ (Acts 2:41; 8:12; 8:36-39; 9:18-19). See Romans 6:1-5 where baptism is
revealed as a symbol of union with Christ in His death, burial, and resurrection.
Baptism is for believers only, and every child of God is obligated by the
command of our Lord to be baptized as a witness to his faith. Baptism is not
optional; it is a matter of obedience to His command. It does not save from sin,
but it is an appointed means of witnessing to our salvation and the Savior.

* * * * *

(60)  Three portraits of judgment are given us in Matthew 3:10-12.

 They are as follows:

 (a) ________________________________________________

    (b) ________________________________________________

    (c) ________________________________________________

 (61)  Messiah was to be presented to the nation as Prophet (Deuteronomy 18:15,

  18-19). He was also to be presented to the nation as (a) ________________

 (give Scripture) (b) ______________________; and (c)_______________

 (give Scripture)  (d) ________________________.

 (62)  As Prophet, He would reveal the mind of God to the nation. Cite two of His

  very familiar discourses.

 (a) __________________________________________________________

      (b)__________________________________________________________

 (63)  Cite the reason given in the lesson material for the baptism of the Messiah.

 _____________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________

  In the event you do not agree with the course and have another viewpoint,

  present it here and give Scripture references _________________________

   _____________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________
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 (64)  Oil in Scripture is often a type of the Holy Spirit. What has the Holy Spirit to do

  with the Messiah's consecration to His official ministry? _________________

      _____________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________

 (65)  At the baptism of Messiah the Trinity is evident. Point out the different Per-
  sons of the Trinity and give the reference in Matthew 3:13-17. ____________

 _____________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________

* * * * *

   D. The Adversary of the King (Matthew 4:1-11)

 The public consecration of Messiah was a blessed moment! As He came forth from
the waters of baptism, the Holy Spirit descended upon Him in all His fullness, and
the heavens opened. The voice of the Father was heard to declare His delight in
the Son. Jesus Christ, in the full consciousness of His mission, stood on the
threshold of His public ministry.

 Jesus Christ is not only the Son of God, but He is the sinless Son of God by which
we mean that not only did He not sin, but that He could not sin. Matthew says,
Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil
(4:1). Mark says, And immediately the Spirit driveth him into the wilderness (1:12).
It would seem that our Lord went into the wilderness immediately following His
baptism. Furthermore, as we shall see in time, the temptation experience was a
challenge to the Evil One. Jesus was not suddenly overtaken by the devil; He
entered into the wilderness with the precise purpose of challenging the devil to
discover evil in Him.

 Matthew 4:2 reveals the fact that Jesus fasted forty days and forty nights, and that
hunger was keen. Luke would teach that during the forty days and forty nights
there were other times of temptation (4:2). Evidently the one before us in Matthew
is a climactic temptation; one in which Satan summoned up all of his powers and
strategies with which to defeat the Son of God. Having fasted, Jesus was hungry,
and the circumstance of hunger is part of the Divine will in the wilderness experi-
ence. Thus, in the prologue of the record of the temptation, the stage is set for all
that follows.

     1. The first temptation (4:1-4)

 In each phase of the temptation there is an approach on the part of Satan to
Jesus Christ. And there is the argument.
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 In the first temptation the approach of the enemy is found in verse 3, And when
the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the Son of God, command that
these stones be made bread. The argument of the Son of God was, It is written,
Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the
mouth of God (vs. 4).

 The attack of Satan was launched in the direction of our Lord's loyalty to the
will of the Father. The circumstance of hunger was a part of the Divine program.
Hunger was within the will of God for Him. When Satan said, If thou be the Son
of God, he is not expressing doubt that Jesus was the Son of God. Satan has
inspired such doubts in the minds of men (liberal theologians), but such a tactic
would never work with the Son Himself. The idea expressed is Since thou art
the Son of God. The brunt of the attack is directed toward another point - He
was to command stones to become bread, and this for the purpose of relieving
His hunger.

 Hunger is not sin, and God has normally made provision for its satisfaction. In
Jesus' case hunger existed, and yet, there was no visible means of satisfying
it. It was the evident will of God that He should be in the wilderness, fast forty
days and nights, be hungry and do combat with Satan. He possessed the
power to make loaves of bread from stones. Satan suggested the use of His
power to satisfy His hunger, knowing that in so doing the Son would act
independently of the Father's will. The temptation might suggest that the Father
allowed hunger, but made no provision for it. Thus, the love of God is ques-
tioned. There is a subtle suggestion that since He was the Son, why not
exercise all the privileges and prerogatives of Sonship. The attack was in the
realm of the physical, and to yield to the suggestion of Satan and thereby meet
a physical need by the use of His power, would be tantamount to disloyalty to
the Father's will.

 Jesus appealed to the Word of God, and in this instance quoted Deuteronomy
8:3. He overcame by appealing to the Word, and in so doing, He affirmed His
acceptance of, His faith in, His loyalty to the Word of God, and the will of the
Father.

 It is as though Jesus said, "It is true that I am hungry, but my hunger lies within
the circle of the Father's will for my life at this moment. I choose to be hungry
in the will of God, rather than to be satisfied by an act that would remove me
from my loyalty to the Father's will." As a man, it is better to be hungry in the
will of God, than satisfied outside of it.

* * * * *

(66)  The first attack upon the Son of God was in the direction of our

 Lord's loyalty ________________________________ of the

 Father.



26

 (67)  The temptation suggested the use of (a)________________ power to relieve

  the keen sense of hunger which was His as a (b) _______________.

 (68)  Had He yielded to this Satanic suggestion, He would have acted

i__________________________________ of the Father's will.

 (69)  Our Lord's quotation was from D___________________________________.

* * * * *

     2. The second temptation (4:5-7)

 In some way, Satan escorted the Son of God into the Holy City, Jerusalem, and
to a pinnacle of the Temple (vs. 5). There he made his approach to the Son: If
thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is written, He shall give his
angels charge concerning thee: and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest
at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone (vs. 6).

 Jesus delighted in the will of God. At the center of His submission to the
Father's will was an unflinching faith, an unqualified trust in God. The enemy
now suggested that the way to prove or demonstrate this trust was to do
something unusual. Again the devil appealed to the fact of His Sonship and
proceeded to quote Scripture to support his evil suggestion (Psalm 91:11-12).
The devil is known to misquote, misuse, and mistranslate the Scripture for his
evil purposes. In reality, to have cast Himself down from the Temple would not
have been an act of faith. It would have been to tempt or test God, and this is
actually unbelief.

 The argument of the Son follows. Again He quoted the Scriptures, this time
from Deuteronomy 6:16, It is written again,  Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy
God. To tempt God is to test God with the purpose of determining the good or
evil in God, His faithfulness or unfaithfulness, His power or His weakness. This
is not faith; it is sin! It demonstrates a lack of confidence in God to test Him to
see if He is real, true, faithful to His Word. Trust waits upon God; trust abides
in the promises that God has made.

* * * * *

(70)  Jesus delighted in the ______________________ of God.

(71)  The enemy suggested that the way the Son could demonstrate

 His faith was to do something __________________________.

 (72)  Satan quoted Scripture as he tempted the Son of God, the Scripture being

  from __________________________________.
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 (73)  Jesus countered with the Word of God, quoting from ___________________.

 (74)  Explain why it is sin to test God. ___________________________________

  _____________________________________________________________

* * * * *

 3. The third temptation (4:8-10)

 The devil strips himself of any disguised purposes at this point and openly,
boldly bids for the homage of the Lord Jesus. While each of the attacks was
subtle it would seem that this attack is directed primarily against the work of
Messiah.

 According to Matthew 4:8-9, the devil took Jesus to a high mountain and there,
in some unexplained way, showed Him a panorama of the world's kingdoms.
All these he offered to Jesus in exchange for His worship.

 Isaiah 14:12-14 reveals the fact that Lucifer's original sin was to seek the place
of God. He aspired to be worshiped as God. At this point in the temptation, he
again aspires to be worshiped. This he boldly makes known in the form of a
bargain. Worship me, he says, and I will give you all these kingdoms.

 Satan is a usurper as the god of this age and the prince of this world. God is
sovereign, and the kingdoms are not Satan's to give as he pleases - even to
the Son. Furthermore, he is a liar (John 8:44), and had he possessed this
power, there is no reason to think he would have abdicated whatever power he
had usurped to himself.

 To have accepted the kingdoms of earth from his evil hand would have been
to disregard all the plain promises of the Father (Psalm 2) to give the Son all
the nations as an inheritance. It would have meant also to detour the Cross.
The Cross meant the doom of Satan (Genesis 3:15) and the redemption of the
lost (1 Peter 1:18-20). The order of God was, first, the Cross, then the crown.
Satan would eliminate the work of redemption. This was bold, and thus he
offered Messiah the kingdoms of earth without suffering. Note the argument,
the reply, of the King!

 Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God,
and him only shalt thou serve (Matthew 4:10 quoted from Deuteronomy 10:20).
The victory is won through obedience to the Word of God, and won within the
realm of His humanity. He turned the devil away, and in a real sense the words
Get thee hence Satan are prophetic of the hour when He will turn out the
enemy and take the scepter of earth from the hands of the Father.
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 The foe is defeated! Our Lord did not sin, and by repelling this vicious, threefold
attack of the enemy at the point of body, soul, and spirit, the God-Man
demonstrated to Heaven and Hell His impeccability - He could not sin! He is
the spotless Lamb of God declared fit by such demonstration to become the
Sacrifice for the sins of the world.

* * * * *

(75)  The third assault on the Son of God found Satan offering to the

 Son of God all the ____________________of the world.

 (76)  Satan quoted from _____________________ in his attack upon the Son.

 (77)  Jesus quoted in turn from (a)_____________________________________,

   which means that Jesus quoted three times from the Book of (b) __________

  _____________________________.

 (78)  Cite a Scripture verse to prove that it is the purpose of God to give His Son

  the kingdoms of this earth. _____________________________________

 (79)  What can we learn about victory over temptation from the account we have

  been studying? How can we achieve victory over sin? __________________

  _____________________________________________________________

  _____________________________________________________________

  _____________________________________________________________

* * * * *



29

The review questions should be answered with care. They
are supplied for the purpose of testing your understanding of
the section just studied. Restudy the section if your score is
under 90%. If your score is 90% or above, restudy all that
you did not understand.

Each answer is worth 3.3 points.

(1)  The first promise of a coming Redeemer is to be found in __________________.

(2)  The Redeemer (Israel's Messiah) would be a descendent of the royal family of

 (a)_______________. Cite proof text. (b) ______________________

(3)  Cite Scripture proof that Messiah would be virgin born. ____________________

(4)  Give proof that Messiah will ultimately establish His Kingdom on the earth.

 _______________________________________________________________

(5)  In what ways was the Roman world prepared for the coming of the King?

 (a) _____________________________________________________________

 (b) _____________________________________________________________

 (c) _____________________________________________________________

(6)  What was the purpose of the Gospel of Matthew? ________________________

 ________________________________________________________________

(7)  What proof from the Old Testament can you give to prove that Messiah was to be

 born of the family of Abraham? (a) ____________________________________

   Of the family of David? (b)___________________________________________

(8)  Whose genealogy appears in Matthew? (a) _____________________________

 Luke? (b) _________________________________

(9)  Matthew's genealogy provided Jesus with a (a) __________________________

 right to the throne of David; Luke's genealogy provided Jesus with a (b) _______

 _________ right to the throne of David.
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(10)  What is the meaning of the Greek word parthenos (Hebrew, almah)? _________

 ________________________________________________________________

(11)  Joseph's actions to put Mary away privily could have stemmed from one of

 several considerations.

 (a) _____________________________________________________________

 (b)_____________________________________________________________

 (c) _____________________________________________________________

(12)  How did God quiet the fears of Joseph?  _______________________________

(13)  Why did Herod plot against the life of the new-born King? __________________

 ________________________________________________________________

(14)  What was the message of John the Baptist to Israel? _____________________

 _______________________________________________________________

(15)  What are the three usages of the expression kingdom of heaven in Matthew's

 Gospel?

 (a) _____________________________________________________________

 (b) _____________________________________________________________

 (c) _____________________________________________________________

(16)  What is repentance? ______________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________

(17)  Cite the reason given in the lesson material for the baptism of the King._______

 ________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________
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(18)  Cite the three approaches of Satan to Christ and the three arguments presented

 by Christ to the enemy from the Scriptures.

 (a) _____________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________

 (b) _____________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________

 (c) _____________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________

Possible score 100%

My score _______%

Have your supervisor initial here _________before advancing to the next section.
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II. THE PROCLAMATION OF THE KINGDOM

 A. The Proclamation of the King (Matthew 4:12-25)

 The events which immediately followed the temptation are not recorded in Mat-
thew. Between Matthew 4:11 and 4:12 there is a lapse of time during which certain
very important events took place in the opening months of His labors. John
1:19-2:12 records a series of events which doubtless transpired following His
temptation. In this period, John bore testimony to representatives of the Sanhedrin
(1:19-28); John identified Jesus as the Messiah (1:29-34); the first disciples were
saved (1:35-42); Philip and Nathanael are called by Jesus (1:43-51); Jesus' first
miracle at Cana (2:1-11); Jesus establishes Himself at Capernaum (2:12).

 Our Lord's Early Judean Ministry is not recorded by Matthew, but John makes
ample reference to the same. This ministry probably lasted for about eight months
(A.D. 26-27) and is covered by John 2:13-3:36. There is another ministry unrecord-
ed by Matthew, namely the Samaritan Ministry (John 4:1-42).

 Journeying on to Galilee (Matthew 4:12-15) He began what is very properly called
The Galilean Ministry, Part 1 of which is covered by Matthew 4:12-11:1. Part 2 is
covered by Matthew 11:2-18:25. This ministry covers about twenty-two months of
the King's labors.

 1. Light out of darkness (4:12-17)

 John the Baptist was a fearless preacher. He even reproved Herod Antipas for
the sin of taking Herodias, his brother Philip's wife. He went beyond this and
touched other sins as well (Luke 3:19). The famous Gurnall once said, "A
minister without boldness is like a smooth file, a knife without an edge, a
sentinel that is afraid to let off his gun. If men will be bold in sin, ministers must
be bold to reprove." The result of John's bold ministry was his imprisonment,
and ultimately, his death. Matthew 4:12 is amplified in Matthew 14:1-14.

 While Jesus dwelt in Nazareth, He was actually rejected (Luke 4:16-30); thus,
He departed for Capernaum - just eleven miles from Nazareth, located on the
sea coast. A nobleman's son had been healed in Capernaum (John 4:46-54),
and this, undoubtedly, was well-known. He spent so much time there that it
came to be known as his own city (Matthew 9:1).

 Matthew 4:14-16 is drawn from Isaiah 9:1-2, but it is not a strict quotation.
Matthew gives the sense of the text. The moral and spiritual condition of the
people is graphically portrayed. In gross darkness we can see nothing; we
know not which way to walk. So it is with men who are ignorant of God.
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Instruction in the truth of God is referred to as light! See John 3:19; 1 Peter 2:9;
1 John 1:5; 2:8.

 Jesus' message was Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand (Matthew
4:17). This is the same message heralded by John the Baptist (cf. Matthew
3:2). The King called the nation to repentance and to spiritual preparation for
the Kingdom. The message not only presented the Kingdom, but the moral and
spiritual precepts of the Kingdom as well.

* * * * *

(1)  Matthew does not record the Early ________________ Ministry

 of the Lord Jesus Christ.

 (2)  Another unrecorded ministry of the King is that known as the_____________

   ________________________ Ministry.

 (3)  Matthew 4:12-11:1 is part of what is generally known as the ______________

    Ministry, Part 1.

 (4)  The King's message was ________________________________________

  ____________________________________________________________.

 (5)  Who preached the same message as the King's forerunner? _____________

* * * * *

 2. Service for the willing (4:18-22)

 Four men appear in verses 18 and 21: Simon called Peter; Andrew, his brother;
James and John, sons of Zebedee. All were fishermen, and it is from this life
that they were called into the service of the King. Simon and Andrew were sons
of Jona, and lived in Bethsaida (John 1:44). It is altogether possible that
Bethsaida was the home of the sons of Zebedee also. Fishing was evidently a
remunerative occupation. Note the reference to the hired servants (Mark 1:20).
John 1:35-42 is important to the life story of these men. Andrew was already a
disciple of John the Baptist (John 1:40). There are those who think that it is
entirely possible that John was the other of the two disciples of John the Baptist
referred to in John 1:35. He repeatedly refrained from naming himself in his
Gospel. If Andrew and John were disciples of John the Baptist referred to in
John 1:35, it is not too much to believe that James and Peter were likewise
disciples of the prophet.
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 This would mean that these four men had already known repentance of sin,
and had evidenced that repentance by baptism in the Jordan. What they were
like before they met up with John the Baptist, one can well imagine, but when
we meet them in John 1, it is entirely possible that they are disciples of John.
Andrew brought his brother, Peter, to the Messiah. In Him, they all found not
only the Messiah, but their Savior and Redeemer from sin. It is evident that they
had continued in their old occupations as fishermen. Our Lord continued His
itinerant ministries with the result that He appeared in Capernaum (Matthew
4:13). Walking on the shore of Galilee, the multitudes crowded about to hear
the Word of God. Peter's boat was tied up at the shore, and Jesus comman-
deered it as a pulpit. Being thrust out from the shore, He taught the people.
Then followed the miraculous draught of fishes and the call to service as
recorded by Luke (5:1-12) and Matthew (4:19-20,22).

 Jesus actually said, "Come after me" (Matthew 4:19). It was a call to forsake
their occupations, and to devote themselves to self-denying discipleship and
service. They instantly obeyed the Master (Matthew 4:20,22). The ship and the
nets represented their business; the father of James and John represents
home relationships. To do the will of God, many times, men and women must
leave home, parents, comforts, and go forth to distant points of service. We do
not read that they held a conference to decide what course to take. They did
not weigh the decision from the material point of view. They immediately
obeyed the Messiah and followed Him.

* * * * *

(6)  Four men in Matthew 4:18-22 were called into the service of the

 King. The names of these men were (a) _________________

 and (b) ________________who were brothers: (c) __________

 and (d) ___________________ who were sons of Zebedee.

 (7)  It is entirely possible that all four men were disciples of (a)_______________

  _____________________________, which would mean that they had

  (b) r _________________________  of their sins, and had been

 (c) ________________in the Jordan.

 (8)  In obedience to the call of the King, they were willing to leave their

                (a) b __________and their (b) h______________  to follow Him, although

 where this service would lead them, they did not know.

 (9)  When Jesus Christ calls men and women into service today, does He always



35

  outline the future? ________________

* * * * *
  3. Hope for the hopeless (4:23-25)

   And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues (Matthew 4:23).
Jesus referred to Himself as a teacher (Matthew 23:8); He is referred to as a
teacher (Mark 1:21,11:17; Luke 20:1). He was addressed in the Gospels ninety
times, and in sixty of these He was called Teacher. As God's Prophet, He
exercised an authoritative ministry of instruction (Greek: didasko, meaning to
teach). He unveiled the mind of God on every subject of importance to the
spiritual welfare of man.

    His was a preaching ministry. Preaching (Greek: kerusso, meaning to proclaim,
to herald) in Matthew 4:23, is related to the Gospel of the Kingdom. The word
Gospel (Greek: evangelion) means good news, glad tidings, and in this in-
stance (4:23) refers to the good news of the King and the proffer of the
Kingdom to Israel.

    As in the preaching of John the Baptist (Matthew 3:1-2), the Kingdom is a
literal, earthly, Messianic reign in fulfillment of the Davidic Covenant (2 Samuel
7:16). His Hebrew hearers would immediately identify the proffered Kingdom
with the only future Kingdom of which they had knowledge.

    Matthew, in describing the third aspect of His ministry, spoke of it as including
the healing of all manner of disease among the people (Matthew 4:23). In
Matthew 4:24, His ministry of healing extends to torments, and those which
were possessed with devils, and those which were lunatic, and those that had
the palsy. His healing ministry resulted in tremendous popularity with the
people, and His reputation spread throughout the whole of the Land.

    His announcement of the Kingdom was supported by His miracle-working
ministry. John the Baptist did no miracles (John 10:41). The credentials of
Messiah included the power to work miracles, and of this the prophets spoke
(Isaiah 29:18; 35:5-6; cf. Matthew 11:2-5). Thus, the King's proclamation not
only included the Kingdom, but mercy for the physically handicapped and
mentally unfortunate.

* * * * *

(10)  Jesus often referred to Himself as a (a) ________________ . Of

 the ninety times He was addressed by others, men addressed

 Him as a (b) ___________________________ sixty times.

 (11)  The credentials of Messiah included the working of (a) m________________.

  Such were prophesied of the Messiah in (give Scripture) (b)______________
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   _________________. To eliminate all confusion with the King's forerunner,

  John the Baptist performed no (c) ___________________.

* * * * *

    B. The Principles of the Kingdom (Matthew 5:1-7:12)

    The Kingdom must be viewed in its two aspects in the Gospel of Matthew. There
is that literal, earthly, and Messianic aspect of the Kingdom which is strictly future.
This is the political and theocratic aspect of the Kingdom which shall be estab-
lished on the earth in the day of His Second Coming (Zechariah 14:1-9; Revelation
11:15; 20:6). However, Matthew is very quick to emphasize the spiritual and ethical
aspect of the Kingdom. Entrance into the Kingdom is based upon spiritual qualifi-
cations, namely, repentance and faith (Matthew 3:2; 4:17; Mark 1:15); the new
birth (John 3:3-7). Entrance into the Kingdom is in no wise based upon blood
relationship to such as Abraham. Human merit is rejected by God.

    Some students view the Sermon on the Mount as exclusively related to the future.
It is taught that this discourse reveals the principles of conduct which will govern
the earthly relationships of the citizens of the Kingdom in its political aspect. It is,
according to this view, not applicable to today.

    Others view the Sermon on the Mount as belonging only to the present, and reject
any idea of a literal, earthly reign of Messiah. Some who support this point of view
find in this discourse of our Lord such principles of conduct as ought to govern
even unbelievers and nations.

    A third position is to be preferred. It regards the Kingdom of the future as literal and
earthly. It recognizes that all who participate in the Kingdom will have met the
spiritual requirements (repentance, faith, the new birth). However, it sees in the
Sermon on the Mount a statement of such ethical and spiritual principles as are
intended to govern the earthly relationships of all believers in Jesus Christ. It
rejects any thought that they are principles for the unregenerate - whether individ-
uals or nations - to practice.

    Among other factors that indicate that the Sermon on the Mount is intended for all
believers, including those of today, are: (1) Moral darkness covers the earth, and
thus the believer is designated as the light of the world; (2) Christ is hated and men
are persecuted for His sake; (3) The devil is at liberty and the child of God is not
to fall into his power; (4) The Lord is absent, and therefore, His own fast; (5)
Believers are taught to pray, Thy kingdom come. These are ultra-important consid-
erations, and do not sound like conditions prevailing in the reign of Messiah on the
earth.

    We have before us such principles of Christian living as are intended to govern the
earthly conduct and relationships of all believers in Jesus Christ.

* * * * *
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(12)  The Kingdom must be viewed in its two aspects in the Gospel of

 Matthew:  there is that _______________________ aspect of

 the Kingdom which is strictly future.

 (13)  However, Matthew is very quick to emphasize the __________________ as-

  pect of the Kingdom.

 (14)  Entrance into the Kingdom is based upon (a) ________________ qualifica-

  tions which include (b) ________________________________,

 (c) __________________, and the new (d) ________________________.

 (15)  We believe that the Messianic Kingdom is yet (a) ______________; at the

  same time we believe that in the Sermon on the Mount we have a statement

  of those spiritual principles as are intended to govern the (b) _____________

  relationships of all (c) b_____________________  in Jesus Christ.

 (16)  Cite five reasons why we see in the Sermon on the Mount an application to

  today rather than limiting it strictly to the future Kingdom.

 (a) ________________________________________________________

 (b) ________________________________________________________

 (c) ________________________________________________________

 (d) ________________________________________________________

                (e) ________________________________________________________

* * * * *

 1. The Beatitudes (5:1-12)

      It was common practice to be seated and to teach from that position (Luke 4:20;
5:3; John 8:2). A disciple is one who follows the teaching of another (Greek:
mathetes from manthano meaning to learn). Disciples are learners. Jesus
taught (Greek: didasko, meaning to give instruction). In this sense, the Twelve
are disciples, learners, and followers. In precisely the same way a Christian
today is a disciple, a learner, one who follows the teaching of the Spirit through
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the Scriptures. John the Baptist had his disciples (Matthew 9:14), as did Moses
(John 9:28).

   The King becomes the Teacher, and instructs His subjects in such behavior as
becomes the sons of the Kingdom.

      In Matthew 5:3 and related passages Blessed (Greek: makarioi) means to call
or consider blessed, happy, or fortunate. Happiness in the world is based on
health, family, houses, lands, stocks, bonds, thrills, pleasure, song, and popu-
larity. Christ is the source of the believer's joy. This joy is unfailing in Christ
Jesus.

      The poor in spirit refers to that person who considers himself to be nothing, and
as having nothing, that is, apart from the rich grace of God. He is the man who
has emptied his life of self to the best of his ability. To him is promised the joys
of the Kingdom. All the resources of the Kingdom are at his disposal. He is poor
in spirit, but rich in Christ.

      They that mourn (vs. 4) are those who lament, grieve, for example, over sin.
This is not mourning over death, but over life. He has a true sense of his own
unworthiness. The believer's conscience is sensitized by the Holy Spirit;
therefore, he becomes deeply conscious of sin. He possesses a godly sorrow
for sin. Such a believer will be comforted (Greek: paraklethesontai), the word
from which we get Comforter and Paraclete, referring to the Holy Spirit. It
means to be strengthened and to be helped. Happy is the Christian whose
mourning over sin leads him to find in God the strength to do better, rise higher,
and live more triumphantly.

      The meek (vs. 5) are likewise blessed. The Greek (praeis from praos) refers to
gentleness, mildness, but it is at the same time that quality of temper or spirit
in which the believer accepts all of God's dealings with him as good. He does
not resist the will of God, nor does he complain. Meekness is not weakness; it
is the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23). They shall inherit the earth. It is the
purpose of God that such shall reign with Christ (Revelation 5:10).

      Those who hunger and thirst (vs. 6) are those whose souls crave for God.
Righteousness involves being right with God, living righteously before God,
dealing righteously with men. God says that such a hunger for God shall be
filled or satisfied (Psalm 107:9). They are filled from the resources of the Word
and this by the ministry of the Holy Spirit.

      The merciful (vs. 7) has reference to such as are possessed of pity, but more
than that; they are actively compassionate. It is a word (Greek: eleemones from
eleemon) used of Christ (Hebrews 2:17). Such is the attitude of the ideal
Christian toward the unfortunate, the needy, the spiritually dull. God says they
shall obtain mercy, and herein is the action of the principle that if we sow mercy,
we shall reap mercy.
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      The pure in heart (vs. 8) are all believers who are disposed toward purity and
holiness as well as toward peace. By nature, men are not pure in heart, nor do
they strive for peace. These attributes are not gained through reformation or
education. To "see" God is equivalent to the experience of the greatest of
honor. The peacemakers shall be recognized as those who seek and make
peace. Such will be readily appraised as God's children.

      The ideal Christian will suffer (vss. 10-12) for his testimony for Christ. The
compromising, carnal believer can escape much suffering, but not God's ideal
man. Persecution and suffering can take many forms. Abuse, defamation of
character, restrictions, imprisonments, martyrdoms are among such sufferings.
These are not new to Christians. Great will their reward be in Heaven.

  This is the kind of Christian God desires each of us to be. This can only be
achieved through the consecration of our lives in their totality to the will of God
as expressed in the principles of the Word.

* * * * *

(17)  What does the word Blessed mean? ____________________

(18)  Who are the poor in spirit?  ___________________________

 __________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________

 (19)  Who are those that mourn?  _____________________________________

 (20)  Who are the meek in the Beatitudes? ______________________________

  _____________________________________________________________

  _____________________________________________________________

 (21)  What does it mean to hunger and thirst after righteousness?_____________

  _____________________________________________________________

 (22)  Who are the merciful? ___________________________________________

  _____________________________________________________________

 (23)  Define the pure in heart and the peacemakers?

 (a) __________________________________________________________

 (b)__________________________________________________________
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    (24)      How are Christians persecuted and reviled? _______________________

 _____________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________

 (25)  How can you, as a Christian, realize the ideal for all believers as expressed in

  the Sermon on the Mount? _______________________________________

             _____________________________________________________________

* * * * *

   2. The similitudes (5:13-16)

      A similitude points up a similarity between two persons or things. It emphasizes
resemblances, and in this portion of Scripture, the King likened the believer, the
ideal Christian, to salt and light.

      Salt (vs.13) stays corruption, serves as a preservative. Salt makes food palat-
able. The presence of the Christian in the world has the effect of staying the
influences of corruption. Think of what society would be without the Christian,
churches, hymnology, Christian schools, support for righteousness, Christian
missions!

      The Christian is viewed as "light" (vs.14). As a city is set on a hill and cannot
be hid, so is the believer whose light and life shines for Christ. Men do not hide
their lights. A candlestick is set in the open so that its light can be shed upon
the whole of the room or area. Light, to be of value, must be seen! The
testimony of the ideal believer is to be so bright, the works of the Christian are
to be so helpful, that the whole of his life and ministry glorifies God and draws
men to Christ Jesus. The world is viewed as darkness (Acts 26:18; Romans
1:21; 13:12-13; Ephesians 5:8,11; 1 Peter 2:9). We are responsible to show
men the way to God and salvation.

* * * * *

(26)  State the similarities between salt and the Christian. ________

 __________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________

 (27)  Why is the believer referred to as "light"? ____________________________

 _____________________________________________________________
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The review questions should be answered with care. They
are supplied for the purpose of testing your understanding
of the section just studied. Restudy the section if your score
is under 90%. If your score is 90% or above, restudy all that
you did not understand.

Each answer is worth 3.4 points.

(1)  Matthew 4:12-25 is part of what is generally known as the _________________

 _________________________________________.

(2)  The King's message was ___________________________________________.

(3) Who preached this message immediately before Him? ____________________

(4)  Name the four men who were called into service of the King in Matthew 4:18-22.

 (a)_____________________________

      (b)_____________________________

      (c)_____________________________

      (d)_____________________________

(5)  To serve the King they left their (a)_______________  and their (b)___________.

(6)  The ministries of the King included preaching, teaching, and ________________

 ____________________________________.

(7)  Some students of the Sermon on the Mount refer to it as teaching exclusively for

 the (a) f______________________and not for the (b) ____________________.

(8)  Other students of this passage refer to it as applying exclusively to the

p_______________.

(9)  Some students insist on applying the passage to the non-_________________

 and this is a serious error.

(10)  We view the passage as having a reference to the future (a) K  ______________

  of Christ on the earth, but apply its ethical and spiritual principles to the

 (b) b _____________in the (c) p _______________ day.
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(11)  Cite five reasons why we see the Sermon on the Mount as being applicable to-

 day rather than limiting it strictly to the future Kingdom.

 (a) _____________________________________________________________

 (b) _____________________________________________________________

 (c) _____________________________________________________________

 (d) _____________________________________________________________

 (e) _____________________________________________________________

(12)  Define the Christian who is described as:

 (a) poor in spirit ___________________________________________________

 (b) they that mourn ________________________________________________

 (c) the meek  _____________________________________________________

 (d) those who hunger and thirst after righteousness ______________________

 _______________________________________________________________

 (e) the merciful ___________________________________________________

 (f) the pure in heart  _______________________________________________

 (g) those persecuted for righteousness' sake ____________________________

 ________________________________________________________________

Possible score 100%

My score________%
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PREPARE YOURSELF! Turn to page 1, and carefully review
the objectives. Then review each section of the STEP, and
give special attention to those areas of study that you do not
completely understand. It is a good practice to rewrite every
incorrect exercise in this STEP. With this done, study the
reviews again.

When you are ready, ask your supervisor to initial here
____________, then take the following pre-test.

Each answer is worth 3.2 points.

True or False:

(1)  The first promise of a coming Redeemer is in Genesis 3:15. ________________

(2)  The Messiah would be a descendent of the royal family of David. ____________

(3)  The Roman Empire helped to prepare the way for the King. ________________

(4)  The word "virgin" refers to any unmarried woman. ________________________

(5)  Matthew was a fisherman called to service by Christ.  _____________________

(6)  The purpose of Matthew's Gospel was to reveal the King. __________________

(7)  John presented Jesus as the Son of God. ______________________________

(8)  The genealogy of Luke is that of Mary. _________________________________

(9)  The genealogy of Matthew is that of Joseph. ____________________________

(10)  The name Jesus means "Jehovah Saving" or "Jehovah Savior." _____________

(11)  Joseph's marriage was not consummated until after Jesus' birth. _____________

(12)  Herod was interested in Jesus that he might worship Him. __________________

(13)  The Gospel of Matthew declares the Magi to be kings. _____________________

(14)  The star was a supernatural, miraculous phenomenon. ____________________

(15)  The family of Jesus resided in Jerusalem.  ______________________________

Fill in the blank:

(16)  John the Baptist was considered to be the f ____________________of the King.

(17)  What kind of influences were brought to bear on John's life as a young child;
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 such influences as were bound to affect his whole life and ministries?_________

 ________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________

(18)  Why is Matthew sometimes called the Jewish Gospel? ____________________

 ________________________________________________________________

(19)  John the Baptist ministered to Israel and the major thrust of his message was

 _______________________________________________________________.

(20)  To reject the King was the equivalent of rejecting the _____________________.

(21)  Repentance means  _______________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________.

(22)  In achieving the victory over the Tempter, Jesus quoted three times from the Old

 Testament. The passages He quoted were: (a) __________________________,

 (b) __________________________, and (c) ___________________________.

(23)  Why was victory over the Tempter of importance? ________________________

 ________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________

(24)  What are the three uses of the expression "kingdom of heaven" in the Scriptures,

 especially in the Gospels?

 (a) _____________________________________________________________

      (b) _____________________________________________________________

           (c) _____________________________________________________________

(25)  In no less than fifty (50) words summarize the Early Galilean Ministry of the King.

 ________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________
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 ________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________

    ________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________

  ________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________

(26)  Can we as Christians apply the Principles of the Kingdom (for example, the Beat-

 itudes) to our lives today? (a) ________. If so, how is it possible for believers to

 live in the spirit of the Beatitudes? (b) __________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________

Possible score 100%

My score ________%
.
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 IN-SERVICE PROJECT

Interview fifteen people in your local church and ask them the following three questions.
Tabulate your results and hand them in to your supervisor before going on with the
STEP-test.

(1) Do you believe God wants Christians to live according to the Beatitudes? ________

(2) Do you believe that Christians can live according to the Beatitudes? ____________

(3) Why do you think that believers do not live according to the Beatitudes?

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Note: Remember - these questions are not to be answered by the student. They are to
be replies by members or attendants at your own local church.

 When you have completed your in-service project, have your supervisor initial
here_______ before advancing to the STEP-test.

Supervisor's comments: __________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________

PREPARE FOR THE STEP-TEST

Turn to page 1 again, and carefully review the objectives. Then
review each section of the STEP, and give special attention to
those areas of study that you do not completely understand.
With this done, study the pre-test. When you are prepared, turn
in your STEP and request permission to take the STEP-Test.
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CONFIRMATION KEY
 MATTHEW - STEP 1

BEHOLD, THE KING COMETH!

I. THE PRESENTATION OF THE KING

(1)  Genesis 3:15
(2)  (a) David
 (b) 2 Samuel 7:8-16
(3)  Isaiah 7:14
(4)  Isaiah 53
(5)  Isaiah 11; Psalm 2
(6)  (a) peace
 (b) highways
  (c) Greek
(7)  tradition
(8)  a tax-gatherer
(9)  to present Jesus as the King of the Jews
(10)  A.D. 50-70
(11)  (a) Genesis 22:18
 (b) 2 Samuel 7:8-16; 1 Chronicles 17:11-14
(12)  Joseph's
(13)  Mary's (Jesus')
(14)  legal
(15)  blood
(16)  young woman of marriageable age, unmarried, pure virgin
(17)  an agreement with the man and woman, the document stipulated dowry and
 gifts; thereafter the woman was considered the man's wife, although not in fact
(18)  (a) Mary's condition was the result of unfaithfulness
 (b) Mary was outraged
 (c) Mary was God's chosen vessel set apart to a holy purpose
(19)  His people from their
(20)  God with us
(21)  (a) die
 (b) death
(22)  (a) humanity
 (b) God
 (c) man
(23)  virgin
(24)  6
(25)  Herod
(26)  Bethlehem was their ancestral home
(27)  (a) circumcised
 (b) dedicated
 (c) purification
(28)  no one knows
(29)  Magi from the East; learned men; nothing to indicate that they were exorcists
(30)  Where is he that is born the King of the Jews?
(31)  a miraculous phenomena in the heavens to guide
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(32)  Sanhedrin
(33)  to destroy the King
(34)  (a) pungent resin from an Indian tree, used for embalming
 (b) gum resin used as a perfume
(35)  after Herod's death
(36)  Nazareth
(37)  (a) Elizabeth
 (b) Zechariah
(38)  priestly
(39)  a godly influence (spiritual parents, home; Scriptures)
(40)  six months
(41)  the King's forerunner
(42)  repent: the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand
(43)  Jewish
(44)  God
(45)  true
(46)  true
(47)  true
(48)  true
(49)  Kingdom
(50)  faith
(51)  change
(52)  (a) emotions
 (b) will
(53)  viewpoint
(54)  feeling
(55)  volition
(56)  preparation
(57)  Isaiah 40:3
(58)  an absolute break with paganism
(59) they were hypocrites; their presence had nothing to do with repentance
(60)  (a) ax laid at the root of the tree
 (b) a baptism of fire
 (c) a separation of wheat from chaff
(61)  (a) Priest
 (b) Psalm 110:4
 (c) King
 (d) Isaiah 9:6-7
(62)  Any two of the three answers is acceptable.
 (a) Sermon on the Mount
 (b) Olivet Discourse
 (c) Upper Room Discourse
(63)  to fulfill all righteousness
(64)  The Messiah was filled with the Spirit
(65)  Spirit (Matthew 3:16) Father (Matthew 3:17) Son (Matthew 3:16-17)
(66)  to the will
(67)  (a) Divine
 (b) man
(68)  independently
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(69)  Deuteronomy 8:3
(70)  will
(71)  unusual
(72)  Psalm 91:11-12
(73)  Deuteronomy 6:16
(74)  it is a sign of unbelief (or) it is done to discover good or evil in God
(75)  Kingdoms
(76)  no Scripture
(77)  (a) Deuteronomy 10:20
 (b) Deuteronomy
(78)  Psalm 2:6-8
(79)  victory is achieved by knowing and obeying the Word of God

REVIEW

(1)  Genesis 3:15
(2)  (a) David
 (b) 2 Samuel 7:8-16
(3)  Isaiah 7:14
(4)  Isaiah 11; Psalm 2
(5)  (a) the world was at peace
 (b) common language (Greek) spoken
 (c) Rome had built a great system of roadways
(6)  to present Jesus as the King of the Jews
(7)  (a) Genesis 22:18
 (b) 2 Samuel 7:8-16
(8)  (a) Joseph's
 (b) Mary's (Jesus')
(9)  (a) legal
 (b) blood
(10)  a technical virgin, one unmarried and chaste, pure
(11)  (a) Mary was unfaithful
 (b) Mary had been outraged
 (c) God had chosen Mary as a holy vessel to bear His Son
(12)  by a dream and message
(13)  to destroy the newly-born King; self-protection
(14)  repent: the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand
(15)  (a) refers to the Messianic Kingdom
 (b) refers to Christendom
 (c) refers to God's spiritual Kingdom
(16)  a change of mind involving a change of viewpoint (intellectual), a change of feel-
 ing (emotional), a change of direction (volitional)
(17)  Jesus desired to fulfill all righteousness as expressed in the Law; the Law
 required the priest to be washed with water and anointed with oil; water played a
 part in the induction of the priest into office
(18)  (a) Satan attacked Jesus' loyalty to the will of God. Hunger was part of that will
 for the King. To have made bread for the relief of this hunger would have been to
 remove Himself from the will of God for the time. He chose to remain in God's will
 and quoted Deuteronomy 8:3.
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(b)  Jesus delighted in the will of God. At the center of His submission to the will of
 God was an unflinching faith in God. To test God was to doubt God. He quoted
 Deuteronomy 6:16. Trust waits upon God.
(c)  To have accepted the Kingdoms from the hand of Satan would have been to
 disregard the promises of God and to detour the cross. Again Jesus met the
 enemy with the Word. He cited Deuteronomy 10:20.

II. THE PROCLAMATION OF THE KINGDOM

(1)  Judean
(2)  Samaritan
(3)  Galilean
(4)  repent: the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand
(5)  Jesus
(6)  (a) Simon
 (b) Andrew
 (c) James
 (d) John
(7)  (a) John the Baptist
 (b) repented
 (c) baptized
(8)  (a) business
 (b) homes
(9)  no
(10)  (a) teacher
 (b) teacher
(11)  (a) miracles
 (b) Isaiah 29:18; 35:5-6
 (c) miracles
(12)  literal
(13)  spiritual
(14)  (a) spiritual
 (b) repentance
 (c) faith
 (d) birth
(15)  (a) future
 (b) earthly
 (c) believers
(16)  (a) moral darkness covers the earth
 (b) Christ is hated, and men are persecuted
 (c) the devil is at liberty
 (d) the Lord is absent
 (e) believers pray, Thy Kingdom come
(17)  happy
(18)  those who consider themselves to be nothing except what grace can make them
(19)  those who lament over sin
(20) Those who accept all of God's dealings with them as good. They do not resist
 the will of God.
(21)  to crave for God
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(22)  those who are actively compassionate
(23)  (a) believers disposed to holiness
 (b) believers who strive for peace
(24)  by abuse, defamation of character, restrictions, imprisonments, martyrdoms
(25)  through the consecration of our lives to the totality of God's will as expressed in
 these principles
(26)  Salt stays corruption; the presence of the Christian in the world  has the effect of
 staying corruption to a degree. Think what the world would be like without
 Christians and churches.
(27)  The believer is to be a witness to the truth of God. The world is darkness.

REVIEW

(1)  proclamation of the King
(2)  repent: the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand
(3)  John the Baptist
(4)  (a) Peter
 (b) Andrew
 (c) James
 (d) John
(5)  (a) business
 (b) homes
(6)  healing all diseases
(7)  (a) future
 (b) present
(8)  present
(9)  believer
(10)  (a) Kingdom
 (b) believer
 (c) present
(11)  (a) moral darkness covers the earth
 (b) Christ is hated and men are persecuted
 (c) the devil is at liberty
 (d) the Lord is absent
 (e) believers pray, Thy Kingdom come
(12)  (a) that person who considers himself as having nothing apart from grace
 (b) this person has a deep sense of sin and unworthiness
 (c) the believer who submits to all circumstances and believes that what God
      directs or permits is good
 (d) believers who hunger and thirst for God shall be satisfied
 (e) those who are actively compassionate
 (f) those disposed toward holiness
 (g) great will be the reward of all who suffer persecution, abuse, defamation and
      imprisonment, even martyrdom

PRE-TEST

(1)  true
(2)  true
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(3)  true
(4)  false
(5)  false
(6)  true
(7)  true
(8)  true
(9)  true
(10)  true
(11)  true
(12) false
(13) false
(14)  true
(15)  false
(16)  forerunner
(17)  godly influences (parents, home, Scriptures)
(18)  it presents the King, Israel's Messiah; it's whole flavor is Jewish
(19)  repent: the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand
(20)  Kingdom
(21)  a change of mind involving a change of viewpoint (intellectual), a change of feel-
 ing (emotional), a change of direction (volitional)
(22)  (a) Deuteronomy 8:3
 (b) Deuteronomy 6:16
 (c) Deuteronomy 10:20
(23)  only a sinless one could die for sin; He proved Himself to be God's worthy
 sacrifice
(24)  (a) used of Christendom
 (b) used of literal Kingdom yet future
 (c) used of the spiritual Kingdom
(25) student: have your supervisor check your answer

supervisor: compare student's response with the text material on pp. 33-36;
 student should include the major  points (Scripture: Matthew 4:12-25)
(26)  (a) yes
 (b) by a consecration to the will of God and the Lordship of Christ
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