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PLAN YOUR WEEK in such a way that will lend itself to faith-
ful, punctual attendance at the Bible institute. Consistent atten-
dance will produce maximum results. You will attain the goals
you have set for yourself in terms of the completion of each
STEP by consistent attendance.

PRAY over your study of the Word. Human ability is not enough,
the energies of the human mind are not sufficient in themselves. The Christian student
requires the ministry of the Holy Spirit in order to understand the sense of the Word, and
whereby proper application can be made to one's personal life. Pray that God will
translate your studies into life and activity for Christ.

BE PATIENT AND PERSISTENT. You will not learn it all at once. You will learn truth by
truth, lesson by lesson. Do not be discouraged if a portion of the study seems to be more
difficult than another. Be patient and stick to it. You will master the lesson in due time, and
as you progress in the Word, you will be happy that you persisted in your program of
study. Study pays rich dividends in terms of knowledge, personal experience, and
usefulness to God.

OBJECTIVES FOR THIS STEP

The completion of this STEP should enable you to:

 * Identify the author, date, and recipients of the Epistle of James.

 * Explain the purpose of trials in the life of the believer.

 * Explain the relationship between faith and works.

 * Define the following words and phrases: "wavering prayer," "respect of
   persons,“ and “patience.”
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REQUIRED SCRIPTURE READINGS

The following Scripture passages should be read by the student in preparation for
the lessons in this STEP. More class time can be devoted to the completion of the
material in the STEP if these passages are read outside of class.

 Section I -  James 1:1-21
 Section II - James 2:1-26

GLOSSARY  FOR  THIS  STEP

Bondslave   A person (servant) who indicates that he is content to commit
his entire life, its present, and its future, into the hands of
 his Master.

Believer  A person who believes in the Lord Jesus Christ as his or her
 personal Savior. The words "Christian" and "believer," as
 used in this STEP, are synonymous terms.

Dispersion    The body of Israelites (Jews) scattered abroad in lands other
    than their own.

Divers   Variegated, of many varieties.

Double-minded man A person who behaves in two different ways; one who never
makes up his mind, never settles down.

Temptations   Testings of faith that come to every Christian.
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INTRODUCTION
JAMES 1:1

Greeting

James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes which are
scattered abroad, greeting (James 1:1).

The question immediately arises: Who wrote the Epistle of James? There are four men
who bear this name in the New Testament. Which of the four men penned this tremen-
dous Epistle with its five very important chapters? To determine the authorship and date
of certain books of Scripture is no easy task, and the Epistle of James is no exception.
The Epistle of James itself gives us no real help on this point.

Is the Epistle written by James, the brother of Judas, not Iscariot (Luke 6:16)? His life is
very obscure and there is nothing to link him with the Epistle. Was it penned by James,
the son of Alpheus (Matthew 10:3), probably known as James the less (Mark 15:40)?
Apart from being listed with the other apostles, there is virtually nothing said about him.
He seems to have lacked the renown that might readily be associated with one who would
qualify for so great a task.

Could the writer have been James, the son of Zebedee, and the brother of John the
Apostle? This James was martyred early in the history of the early Church (Acts 12:2;
A.D. 44) and therefore cannot be the author of the Book in question. It would certainly,
then, seem quite logical that James, the half brother of our Lord, should be recognized as
the writer of the Epistle (Matthew 13:55; Galatians 1:19 testify to his relationship to Jesus).

* * * * *

(1) Of the four men named James in the New Testament, which one

 is considered to have written the Epistle by that name?

        ___________________________________________________

* * * * *

James was a most common name (Iakobos, the Greek transliteration of the Hebrew
“Jacob") and it seems quite logical that only a person of some distinction or prominence
could have used the name without any further description or identification. Evidently, it
was not unusual to use simply the name of the person if that person was well known, as,
for example, Luke 24:34: The Lord is risen indeed, and hath appeared to Simon. In
Matthew 10:2,4, it is evident that two apostles were named Simon, and yet because of
the prominence of Simon Peter, the name is easily attached to this person in the minds
of those who heard or read the passage.

* * * * *
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( 2) When a person's name is used in Scripture without  further identi-

 fication we can conclude that  ____________________________

* * * * *

In Matthew 13:55, the half brothers and sisters of our Lord were listed, and one Judas is
among them. Jude 1:1 describes himself as the brother of James. Evidently his readers
would readily recognize that Jude (Judas) and James were blood brothers, and each a
half brother of our Lord Jesus Christ. During the lifetime of our Lord, his family was without
understanding of His person and mission; in fact, they seemed to demonstrate some
hostility toward Him (Matthew 12:46-50; Mark 3:21,31-35; John 7:3-9). In fact John says,
Neither did his brethren believe in Him (John 7:5). This can only mean that during the life
and ministry of Jesus, His half brother, James, did not understand Him, and certainly did
not recognize Him as Messiah and Savior.

* * * * *

(3) During Christ's ministry, his family (including James, His half broth-

er) faithfully supported His work.  (True or False)  _________

* * * * *

As one opens the Book of Acts, he notices that a significant change has taken place.
Mary and the family appear in the company of Christians (Acts 1:14). The change of
attitude on the part of James and other members of the family (the brothers and sisters),
is doubtless somehow related to James' experience related in 1 Corinthians 15:7 where
we are told that He was "seen of" James; literally, "He appeared to" James. James saw
Jesus Christ risen from the dead in a real, physical, resurrection body, and doubtless it
changed his life. From that point henceforth, Jesus was gladly recognized in faith as
James' Messiah and Savior, and there is certainly no reason to doubt that Jesus would
have appeared to all of the family. This would have been quite sufficient in itself to work
the change represented by the appearance of the family in the company of Christians
(Acts 1:14).

* * * * *

(4) What event can be attributed to the conversion and subsequent

change in James' life? ___________________________________

      ____________________________________________________

* * * * *

Peter was miraculously released from prison, and it was his desire that all the facts of his
release be communicated to James, and to the brethren (Acts 12:17), obviously at
Jerusalem. Thus the importance of James in the Church at Jerusalem becomes  appar-
ent. James presided over the Council at Jerusalem (Acts 15). When Paul first went to
Jerusalem, did he not meet with James and Peter? Later he discussed his future ministry
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with Peter, James, and John, and it was decided under God that Paul's ministry would be
primarily to the Gentiles, while the others would continue ministering to the circumcision-
-the Jews (Galatians 1:19; 2:9). The prominence of James in Jerusalem and as related
to the Church seems obvious. And this is a prominence carried over in the minds of the
early Church fathers as they later discussed James' relationship to the Church (Clement
of Alexandria, Jerome, and others including the historical Hegesippus).

* * * * *

(5) What big responsibility did James have in the Church at Jerusa-

lem?    _______________________________________________

* * * * *

It would seem that many church leaders were slow to recognize the Book as canonical.
Some leaders, including Origen, Cyril of Jerusalem, Athanasius, Jerome, and Augustine,
very quickly recognized its authority. It was not until the Council at Carthage in A.D. 397
that the Book gained general recognition as belonging to the Canon of Holy Scripture.

The Book had a very early date, probably A.D. 45-50. It is impossible to determine from
whence it was written. Some suggest Rome, Alexandria, or Jerusalem. It may be that
since James is invariably associated with Jerusalem in the New Testament, that this was
the location from which it was penned

* * * * *

(6) What dates are normally recognized for the writing of  the Book of

James? ____________________________

* * * * *

James' desire for consistency in Christian living, and his desire to explain the nature of
trial and temptation were among the purposes for which the Book was written. James
appealed for works in support of faith in Jesus Christ, warned against the improper use
of the tongue, contrasted true spiritual living with carnality and worldliness, and warned
against the improper use of riches.

Josephus (A.D. 37-95), the well-known Jewish historian, supplies us with the information
that James was stoned to death, his death being ordered by the high priest, Ananus.
Eusebius (A.D. 260-340) quotes the historian Hegesippus as saying that the scribes and
Pharisees took James to a pinnacle of the Temple and urged him to discourage the
people from embracing Christianity inasmuch as great numbers were being converted to
Christ. When he refused, much to the delight of his followers, the Pharisees threw him
down, stoned him, and beat him to death with a fuller's club.

* * * * *
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(7)  Name the Jewish historian who recorded James’ death by stoning.

_________________________

* * * * *

In greeting his readers, the writer speaks of himself as a servant of God and of the Lord
Jesus Christ. . . . There is no fanfare, no lengthy introduction. James is simply described,
and this by himself, as a "servant" (Greek, doulos), meaning a bondservant. There is no
appeal to his relationship to Jesus in the flesh. This relationship is not used for his own
ends; to further establish a reputation for himself. He is content to be known simply as a
bondslave, a bondservant of Jesus Christ. This means that he chose to serve Jesus
Christ because he loved Him. Love is willing to serve no matter what the cost; love
sacrifices in its effort to do the will of God. The fact that James chose to speak of himself
as a bondslave (servant) indicates that he was content to assign his entire life, its present
and its future, into the hands of his Master. A slave does the will of another, and so with
James.

James is careful to speak of his relationship to God and the Lord Jesus Christ. James
recognized the equality of God the Father with God the Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. So
far as James was concerned, the nature of the Father was the nature of the Son, and to
serve one was to serve the other. This is a far cry from what was once James' attitude
toward Jesus. Now he sees in Him God incarnate. James uses the full title of our Lord,
"the Lord Jesus Christ." Jesus emphasizes His humanity; Lord places the emphasis upon
His mastery, His authority; and Christ points to His Messianic character. Christians need
to speak of Him using His full name and title.

The twelve tribes which are scattered abroad is not a reference to Jews, but to Jewish
believers or Christians. What is written in this Epistle is for the admonition of Christians.
Literally it reads "to the twelve tribes in the dispersion." The dispersion refers to the
scattering. Dispersion appears three  times in the New Testament (James 1:1; 1 Peter
1:1; John 7:35). James refers to all Jewish Christians scattered in areas around
Palestine. He cannot refer to all Jews scattered throughout the Roman Empire, inasmuch
as he is not writing to them as Jews. James is a Jewish Christian and, as a Christian, he
is addressing others of the Jewish community who had become Christians and were, for
one reason or another, scattered to many places.

* * * * *

(8) The Epistle of James was written to J________________________

       b____________________.

* * * * *

It would seem that, with the martyrdom of Stephen, great persecution of the Church broke
out in Jerusalem, with the result that the believers were scattered throughout Judea and
Samaria (Acts 8:1). Saul was instrumental in much of the persecution (Acts 8:3; 9:1). For
the most part before the year A.D. 250 persecutions were mainly local; after that,
persecutions by the Roman imperial government became the policy of the state, with the
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result that the persecutions became widespread and quite violent. Keep in mind that the
Church experienced little persecution so long as it was looked upon by the Roman
authorities as a religio licita, or legal sect. This status was given to Christianity by the
Roman authorities because they looked upon it as a sect of Judaism. When Christianity
was distinguished from Judaism and was classified as a secret society, it was banned by
the State. It then became a religio illicita, and was considered to be a threat to the Roman
State. It was not until the reign of Nero (A.D. 54-68) that Roman persecution began to
come to the Church. This would have been after the writing of the Epistle of James, so
that the greeting of James could really have no bearing upon those persecutions that
were definitely Roman in nature. Until the writing of this Epistle persecution resulting in
dispersion and great suffering for the Jewish Christians was very largely limited to
Palestine. The greeting of James is directed, then, to those believers who were scattered
by persecution throughout the Land.

* * * * *

(9) At the time James was written, the dispersion of  the Jews

centered around the area of ________________.

* * * * *

The word "dispersion" could very properly be used of Jews scattered throughout the
Assyrian, Babylonian, and Roman Empires. Did not Josephus write, "There is no city, no
tribe, whether Greek or Barbarian, in which Jewish law and Jewish customs have not
taken root." The greeting of James could hardly apply to Jews scattered so widely, and it
must be remembered that he directs his Epistle to Jewish Christians. Peter (1 Peter 1:1)
wrote to strangers scattered. It is believed that he directs his letter to Jewish Christians
scattered well beyond Palestine, for by the time First Peter was written (A.D. 63-65),
many Christians--Jews and Gentiles—had suffered for their faith in Jesus Christ and had
been driven to distant parts of the Roman Empire. However, in considering the Epistle of
James, we are led to believe that the scattering is of Jewish Christians throughout the
Palestinian area. Inasmuch as they were dispersed throughout the Land, and their
scattering brought great suffering and loss to so many Jewish Christians, the Epistle of
James must be considered to be timely.

James greets his readers with a single word: greeting (Greek, chairein). Here is a point
of similarity with the letter addressed by James who presided over the Council of
Jerusalem. In Acts 15:23 it is written, The apostles and elders and brethren send greeting
(Greek, chairein). . . . This form was used by Claudius Lysias in greeting Felix (see Acts
23:26). This was the accepted Greek beginning to a letter, and yet it is not used anywhere
in the New Testament documents except in Acts and James. And in two instances it is
used in conjunction with the name of James. This adds credence to the position that the
James of the Epistle is the James of the Council at Jerusalem. The common Greek
greeting gave way to the more familiar apostolic greeting in which "grace" and "peace"
are associated. The only exceptions to this among all the other epistles is First and Third
John. All of these factors indicate an early age for the Epistle of James, and an identifica-
tion of the James of the Epistle with the James of the Council of Jerusalem.

* * * * *
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(10) I have read James 1. (date) ___________________________

(11) What word supports the position that the author of this Epistle

was the James of  the Council of Jerusalem?_______________

* * * * *
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I. THE WISDOM OF GOD
JAMES 1:2-27

In certain respects James is like the old prophets.  He is quite direct and straightforward
in his message. There is no preamble, no further introduction, and he immediately comes
to grips with his message. We will find James to be a very practical man of God. He has
no time for the superficial, for mere profession. James literally expects works to follow
faith. James expects beliefs to behave to the glory of God. In many ways modern
Christianity needs a fresh understanding of the message of James. We have doctrine
without deeds; beliefs without behavior; light without life.

A. Revealed in the Ways of God (1:2-16)

  1. The meaning of trial (vss. 2-12)

My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations (vs. 2). The original
word translated "temptations" (Greek, pierasmos from pierazo) has in it a twofold
meaning in the Epistle of James. It is used (1) in the sense of testing to see if a
person or thing measures up to certain standards. In this sense it means to try; to
prove, assay, and thus to put to the test. The trial in this sense may consist of
persecutions, disappointments, physical disability, material needs, and calamities of
various kinds. They are not in any sense inducements to sin, but they are the means
of trying our faith for the purpose of determining its reality. Again (2) the word is used
of enticements to sin, allurements placed before one for the purpose of inducing sin.
In this sense the temptation placed before the person appeals to the nature of sin,
to the evil appetites within. One can be ensnared by such temptations to evil.

It is important that the student of the Word of God, when faced with this word, make
the distinction between the two meanings. The context must determine the meaning
in every instance. It is used in both ways in James 1.

* * * * *

(1) Define briefly the two meanings for the word translated

"temptations" in the Epistle of James.

   (a)_____________________________________________________________

   (b)_____________________________________________________________

(2) James' use of the two meanings of the Greek word translated  "temptations" is

determined by the _______________________.

* * * * *
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 The "temptations" of this passage are those testings of faith that come to every
 Christian. These are trials in general (Romans 12:12), trials growing out of service
for Christ (2 Corinthians 6:4; 12:12); trials in the sense of chastisements
 (Hebrews 12:7); trials in the sense of undeserved afflictions (1 Peter 2:20), or
 trials of other sorts as described above.

What should the Christian's attitude be toward those trials that afflict? Should he
rise up in condemnation of God and others? Should he threaten to discontinue his
service for God? Should he fold up his tent and move back into the world and thus
allow the testings to discourage? Rather, James says that the Christian is to count
it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations.

All the experiences of life are to contribute to our joy in Christ. In a very real sense
the Christian makes a mistake when he divides his experiences into happy or
pleasant ones on one hand, and unpleasant ones on the other. All the experiences
of the Christian are designed to contribute to his joy. In sickness there should be
joy; when reversals come, they should produce joy. Losses should result in an
increase in joy; disappointments and loneliness should produce their increase of joy
in the believer's life. But how is this accomplished?

* * * * *

(3) There is a very clear line between those things which contribute

      to or do not contribute to the believer's joy in the Lord.

      (True or   False) _____________

* * * * *

The Christian is instructed to "count" it all joy when he falls into such trials. The
Greek word for "count" is hegesasthe from the verb hegeomai, meaning "to lead the
way"; hence, "to lead before the mind, to account." The use of the word in James
1:2 has to do with the internal attitude of heart and mind that causes the trials and
circumstances of life, no matter what they are, to affect us either adversely or
beneficially.

And how do the trials come to us? James describes the believer as falling into trials.
The idea is one of falling into the midst of something. For the Christian to fall into
the midst of trials, is for the Christian to experience trial. The trials will vary;
therefore, the writer speaks of "divers" trials.

The Greek word for "divers" is poikilos, a word that indicates that which is variegat-
ed, something either possessing or given a variety of colors for the purpose of
making bright or gay. Testings may assume many colors, many varieties. Testings
or trials are not all alike; they may be of one kind today, another kind tomorrow.

Notice the writer does not say "if" ye fall into trials, but "when" ye fall. Trial in the
Christian life is an absolute certainty. No life is without it; it is a gracious, beneficent
ministry of the Holy Spirit to the life of the believer. By this means we become
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stronger, and if received properly, we as Christians become happier as a result of
the trial.

* * * * *

 (4) No believer will ever go through life without falling into

____________________________.

* * * * *

There are other results of the trial of faith, numbered among which is the trying of
your faith worketh patience (vs. 3). Patience (Greek, hupomone) literally means to
"stay under," that is, "under pressure we stand fast." We do not try to escape the
pressure or trial; instead we submit to the trial. We profit by all that it has to offer to
us. This is the attitude toward the whole of life, including its trials and pressures, that
really counts for God and godliness. There is no doubt about the ability of trial to
produce Christian virtues. We submit to the trial, and in so doing we learn and
practice patience. We wait for God to produce in us that which will delight His heart,
and contribute to the strength of our faith.

* * * * *

(5)  What should be the believer's response toward trials?

 ___________________________________________________

* * * * *

"Work" (vs. 4) would imply that our patience or submission to trial should be active.
He who is under trial or the load of life's trying experiences is to move forward in
spite of the burden. The watchword of the Christian is let us go on unto perfection
(completeness, spiritual adulthood or maturity) as in Hebrews 6:1. So it is here in
James 1:4. We must move forward even under the trial, and our forward motion will
carry us toward spiritual maturity, for after all, this is our goal. As Christians we are
to go on to full development in Christ. The word "entire" (Greek, holokleros) has in
it the wholeness of something in all its parts, entire in the sense that nothing is
missing or deficient in the body. As applied to our spiritual development, nothing is
to be missing; maturity is desirable in our total personality (intellect, emotions, will)
as Christians. As we move toward spiritual maturity, trials are an instrument to this
end. We attain completeness in the experiential and ultimate sense when we stand
in His likeness at His coming (1 John 3:2).

* * * * *

(6)  Define the word “perfection” in James 1:4.

 ___________________________________________________
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(7)  The pressure of trials is intended to severely hinder Christian growth. (True or

False) ____________.

* * * * *

It is not difficult to behold or discern the wisdom of God in God's ways of dealing with
us as Christians. It is His wise purpose to produce Christian growth in us from day
to day. In His wisdom He has chosen trial as an instrument to this end. Happy is the
believer who submits to the ways of God in his life.

If believers are to live successfully for God, if they are to rightly interpret life, they
will need wisdom--wisdom from above. The verse (vs. 5) is introduced with "But,"
and this would indicate that there are believers who lack wisdom on occasions.
Wisdom involves the use of knowledge. It is one thing to have knowledge; it is
another thing to use it wisely, to apply it to life in its broadest dimensions. How shall
we employ the trial for the glory of God and our spiritual progress? How can this or
that trial be used by the Christian for the furtherance of the work of the Lord? How
can this difficult experience in his life be used in such a way as to bless and grace
the body of Christ Jesus? How can the Christian employ the difficulties that some-
times encompass his life in such a way as to impress the unregenerate with the
sufficiency of Christ?

* * * * *

(8)  Human wisdom is sufficient for the believer when he applies know-

 ledge to his everyday experiences. (True or False) __________.

* * * * *

Sometimes we have strength for the day, funds with which to work, friends who
would advise us, but it is wisdom that we really need. God has all the wisdom to give,
and when He says: If any of you lack wisdom . . ., He is touching each of us just
where we live.

The Christian is instructed: If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth
to all men liberally, and upbraideth not . . . (vs. 5). The word "giveth" (Greek,
didontos) is a participle used as an adjective. God is the "giving God" and His
continuous giving is here brought into focus. He never ceases to give; it is His nature
to give even as it is the nature of the sun to warm and give its light continuously. This
wisdom is given by His Spirit (Ephesians 1:15-19). We need His wisdom daily, and
the emphasis upon the continuity of His giving brings into focus the unlimited
provision and continuous supply of God's wisdom.

* * * * *
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  (9)  What characteristic is seen in James 1:5 concerning God and His

 wisdom? ____________________________________________

___________________________________________________

* * * * *

Does it not say that God gives "liberally?" Liberally is in the Greek text as hapIos
which means "to stretch out, to spread out." God has an abundance of wisdom to
give. God stretches out, as it were, and gives wisdom to each Christian individually.
He does not give en masse. This means that God cares for each believer's needs;
He is concerned about each life, knowing that each life is so different. In some
churches it is possible to get lost in the crowd, but not so in the family of God.

But there is also the idea of simply in the word translated "liberally." God's giving is
one of openness, simplicity, generosity, and in a spirit in which all that is calculating,
demeaning, or humiliating is absent. So much of man's giving to his fellowmen is
done in a demeaning manner, but not so with God. God does not reproach or rebuke
as He gives. He does not receive us coldly, repel us with a cold and annoyed
attitude, as men so often do. How wonderful of God not to upbraid. The promise is
that it shall be given him. This refers to wisdom (see Jeremiah 29:12-13; Matthew
7:7-8). Wisdom is always for our welfare. It cannot injure ourselves or others. It is
the will of God to extend it to every member of His blood-bought and Spirit-born
family.

* * * * *

(10)  "Liberally" not only means to spread out or stretch out, but it also

carries the idea of ______________.

* * * * *

As the believer prays for wisdom he is enjoined to ask in faith (vs. 6). As he prays
he is to expect God to work. God will do the supernatural as we ask in faith.

We are to pray without "wavering" and here we have a most interesting word
(Greek, diakrina) meaning "to distinguish, to separate one thing from another." As
we pray we very often begin to make a distinction in our petitions, or to separate in
our minds the impossible things from the possible. Concerning some things we may
say, "God can and God will." Concerning other things we pray as though God can't
and God won't. Why this fluctuation, this wavering as we pray? It is a lack of faith in
the God who has promised to give wisdom. This attitude really renders us impotent
as we pray.

* * * * *
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(11)  Explain the concept of the prayer that "wavers."

___________________________________________________

        ___________________________________________________

* * * * *

The Christian who prays in the spirit of doubt is likened unto the surges of the sea;
up one moment, down the next. One moment he believes God can and will, and in
another moment of prayer, he doubts. This man will receive nothing. God wants to
be believed. It dishonors God to doubt. James adds, A double-minded man is
unstable in all his ways (vs. 8). The double-minded man (Greek, dipsuchos) is the
man with two souls, so to speak; it describes a man who behaves in two different
ways. Faith cannot mix with doubt. They cannot coexist. It is one or the other, and
God wants an unflinching faith to characterize the Christian who comes to Him for
wisdom (or for anything). The "unstable" man is one who is never able to settle
down, for this is the meaning of the original word. This man never makes up his
mind. Do not pray believing that God is able and then later pray as though God
cannot do what you ask. It is this attitude--this instability--that gives evidence of the
spiritual poverty of the believer who thus prays.

* * * * *

(12)  Doubt must never be mixed with a prayer of faith for such a

prayer will not be answered by God. (True or False) _________.

* * * * *

Let the brother of low degree rejoice in that he is exalted (vs. 9). "Low degree"
(Greek, tapeinos) is literally "one who does not rise far from the ground." What a
picture of the believer under trial! The believer under trial is to rejoice, or boast, "in
that he is exalted," which literally reads, "in the height of him." While one is low in
terms of trials, he is high in terms of spiritual wealth. The idea is that the tested
brother should rejoice in the spiritual wealth which is his in Christ Jesus (cf. Ephe-
sians 1:3).

On the other hand, let the rich man boast in his humility; that is, in that he is made
low. Here is a brother who is rich in this world's goods, but he suffers loss for one
reason or another. Such a transition in his life might be the means of the greatest
despair or the deepest sorrow. However, even in that situation the believer is to find
cause for rejoicing. Poverty is something entirely new to this brother, but now it
becomes the occasion for a new experience within the grace and sufficiency of God.

The flower of the grass passes away; it withers and dies. Is not God reminding the
man who has lost his wealth that just as his wealth passed away, so will he pass
away in due time? Therefore, it is imperative that he live wholly for Christ, for after
all, his true wealth is in the Son of God. Things do not make a life. Possessions do
not mean vibrant living for God. Life is constant change, possessions are transitory.
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Life must be invested in the things that really count for eternity. This is a word of
wisdom for all believers.

* * * * *

(13)  Where is true wealth found? ____________________________

___________________________________________________

* * * * *

Therefore, the man who has never had material things can be victorious in faith, and
the man who has had such, but who has lost all, can be likewise victorious in Christ.

In verse 12, a blessing is pronounced over the life of the believer who endures
testings. Such a person manifests patience and fortitude in the midst of trials.
Believers will be rewarded for faithful service (1 Corinthians 3:14; 2 Timothy 4:7-8;
Revelation 2:10; 22:12; cf. Matthew 10:42; Luke 19:17). In James 1:12, the reward
is called the crown of life.

    2. The means of temptation (vss. 13-16)

There is another kind of testing (temptation), namely, one that involves the solicita-
tion to do evil. God is not subject to such temptation (vs. 13), and God is not to be
viewed as participating in any way in the enticement to do evil.

Temptation, as such, has its roots in man's sinful nature—a nature which continu-
ously lusts to satisfy its base demands. For the believer, God has provided deliver-
ance (1 Corinthians 10:13).

* * * * *

(14)  Where does temptation find it’s roots?

___________________________________________________

* * * * *

Lust is viewed as conceiving and bringing forth acts of sin, sin which ultimately
matures in terms of spiritual death (Romans 6:23). Christians must not be deceived
as to the real nature of temptation. They must not err in their understanding of God
(James 1:16).

B. Revealed in the Word of God (1:17-21)

1. The manifestation of grace (vss. 17-21)

What a man really believes he becomes. This may be a tragic commentary upon our
beliefs, but it is a rule of life. Hearing and doing must not be separated in terms of
Christian life and testimony.
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Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above . . .(vs. 17). Lenski translates it:
“All giving (that is) good, and everything given (that is) complete is from above. . . ."
The same word "gift" appears twice in the English, but two different words appear in
the original; namely, the Greek dosis and dorema. Respectively, they refer to the act
of giving and then to the thing given. James says that all of God's giving is good, and
every gift has purpose and is complete in that it will not fall short of its purpose.

* * * * *

(15)  Very few of God's gifts really have a purpose.

      (True or False) ____________.

* * * * *

As the Creator, God is the Father of lights (Genesis 1:1,14-19; Psalm 19). Lenski
translates verse 17: "no variation or shadow cast by change." We have all observed
change in the heavens. On some days dark clouds hide the sun; other days are
bright and cloudless. Some nights fail to reveal the stars; other nights put myriads of
stars on display. Shadows are cast by the turning of the earth, but with God there is
no change (Malachi 3:6). Since God is the unchanging source of all goodness, how
could He tempt men to sin?

God has begotten us by the good seed of the Word (John 1:11-13; 1 Peter 1:23-25),
through belief of the truth (2 Thessalonians 2:13-14). All of His gifts, including our life
in Christ, flow from His goodness. It is not too much to ask, then, that the Christian
reveal the grace of God in his conduct. He must be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow
to wrath (James 1:19).

To be swift to hear the Word is really to be swift to obey the Scriptures. How very
important it is to be slow to speak, slow to wrath. An ancient said, "Men have two
ears, and but one tongue, that they should hear more than they speak" (study
Ecclesiastes 5:2; Proverbs 10:19; 13:3; 15:2; 16:32; Romans 12:17; 1 Thessalonians
5:15; 1 Peter 3:8).

Christians are urged to put away "filthiness" (a word used in the original to speak of
wax in the ear). Note the connection with verse 19 which urges believers to be swift
to hear. Superfluity of naughtiness (vs. 21) really means "abundance of malice." All
this is to be put away with finality from the life of the Christian. Instead of manifesting
wrath, the Christian is to receive the implanted Word, the Word which keeps our
souls and guards us against the inroads of temptation.

* * * * *

(16)  What relationship is there between laying aside filthiness (vs. 21)

and being swift to hear (vs. 19). ___________________________

 ___________________________________________________
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* * * * *

 2. The man of God (vss. 22-27)

The Christian must be consistent! Some people look into mirrors, see a smudge on
their faces, and do nothing about it. They just forget that they have dirty faces.
Some Christians look into the Word--the perfect law of liberty (vs. 25)--and, noting
the imperfections in their lives, fail to heed the injunctions of the Scriptures.
Believers hear the Word and do not heed it in a great many instances.

One can boast of religion all that he wishes (vss. 26-27), but if his speech is
ungodly, unkind, or contemptuous, this man simply deceives himself.

* * * * *

(17)  Who is the man who deceives himself (vs. 26)?

  ___________________________________________________

* * * * *

The Church of God needs more men of God. You can be that kind of Christian! In
so doing you will become the embodiment of your beliefs. James adds that if a man
seems to be religious (pious, devout) and fails to restrain his tongue, then all other
outward evidences of being religious are in vain. Zeal, emotionalism, and other
outward demonstrations are not in themselves proof of true life-changing faith in
Christ Jesus. The whole of one's life is to be brought under the sovereign control of
the Lord Jesus. Cold, empty religion is not enough in one's life. Genuine religion will
evidence itself in good works (vs. 27). James deals with "pure" religion meaning
here that which is genuine and sincere, and is described as being "undefiled before
God and the Father." In other words, God sees that which is pure and undefiled and
honors and blesses it. That which is pure and undefiled is described as a life of
blessing to others, a life of practical benevolence. In this the Christian imitates God,
for His is a heart of concern for others (Psalm 68:5). Another evidence of true
religion is that the one who professes such keeps himself unspotted from the world
(vs. 27). The world here is the world system without God and without hope. It is the
world of evil under the domination and control of the god of this age, Satan. It
embraces all the sins, vices, and corruption that characterizes unregenerate men of
all the ages. The true believer will keep himself separate from all such evil (Romans
12:2; James 4:4; 1 John 2:15-17).

It is relatively easy for one to examine himself and his profession for the purpose of
ascertaining his standing before God. A willingness to serve the needs of others
and to keep oneself from the sins of the world about us are proofs of reality in terms
of faith and experience.

* * * * *
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(18)  List two proofs of a real faith evidenced in one's life.

           (a.) _______________________________________________

         (b.) _______________________________________________

* * * * *
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The review questions should be answered with care. They
are supplied for the purpose of testing your understanding of
the section just studied. Restudy the section if your score is
under 90%. If your score is 90% or above, restudy all that
you did not understand.

Each answer is worth 7.1 points.

(1)  The Epistle of James was written to _____________________________________.

(2)  The Jews were dispersed at the time of this letter. Name the area around which the

Dispersion centered. _________________________________________________

(3)  Which James is believed to have written this Epistle? ________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

(4)  Name the position of responsibility which the author of this Epistle held in the church

at Jerusalem. ______________________________________________________

(5)  List the two possible meanings for the word "temptation" as found in James.

 (a) _______________________________________________________________

 (b) _______________________________________________________________

(6)  What word in James 1 carries the idea of "remaining under" or "standing fast" in the

midst of trials? ______________________________________________________

(7)  Each of the gifts of God has a definite ___________________________________.

(8)  True wealth is not measured by material substance but  _____________________

 __________________________________________________________________

(9)  God intends for trials to strengthen the believer's ___________________________.

(10)  According to James 1:13-16, where is the root of temptation found?

 __________________________________________________________________

(11)  The Jewish historian who recorded the death of James is named ________________.

(12) The wisdom needed for proper application of knowledge is ___________________

_________________________________________________________________.
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(13) The approximate date for the writing of the Epistle of James is ________________.

Possible score 100%

  My score  _______%

Have your supervisor initial here _________ before advancing to the next section.
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II.  THE WARNING OF GOD
James  2:1-26

Two matters of great importance to the Christian stand out in James chapter 2. They are:
(1) the existence of an obvious partiality manifested by certain believers toward other
members of the Body of Christ; (2) the problems that center in the relative importance of
faith and works.

The problems that center in the relative importance of faith and works go back a long way.
Martin Luther was very critical of the Epistle of James, and this could not but have a
serious affect upon the attitude of many toward the book. Luther was well known,
scholarly, capable, and represented a wide segment of Christians. His attitude toward the
book could not help but influence the thinking of multitudes of believers. He referred to
the Epistle of James as an "epistle full of straw." He said it contained nothing evangelical.
Luther believed that James mistakenly made justification to depend upon works, and this,
in opposition to all that Paul and others taught. Of course, Luther was in error and this we
will discuss in time.

* * * * *

(1) I have read James 2. (date) _____________________

(2) An important impact upon the attitude of believers toward the

Epistle of James was caused by (a)  ______________________.

He called the Epistle of James an (b) ____________________________________.

* * * * *

A.  God's Warning: People and Positions (2:1-13)

1.  Discrimination is unlike God (vss. 1-7)

It is said that Cardinal du Bois, then Prime Minister of France, was seriously ill and
called in Dr. Bouden, an eminent surgeon, to operate on him. When the doctor
arrived, the Cardinal said, "You must not expect to treat me in the same rough
manner that you treat your poor miserable wretches at your hospital of the hotel
Dieu."

"My Lord," said Dr. Bouden with considerable dignity, "Everyone of these misera-
ble wretches, as Your Eminence is pleased to call them, is a Prime Minister in my
eyes."

There are many people who not only consider themselves to be the superiors of
others but expect to be patronized accordingly. And there are some people, even
among professing believers, who discriminate against those who are not their
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intellectual, social, and economic equals.  This is a spirit that is opposed to the
teaching of God’s Word.  God condemns the attitude that favors some men above
others. Discrimination of this sort is severely rebuked as the Spirit guides James in
writing about respect of persons.

* * * * *

(3)  To consider some people superior to others clearly contradicts

the teaching of James 2. (True or False) ____________________

* * * * *

Behind much of the discrimination that characterizes the attitudes and actions of
some professing Christians is an intense spirit of pride. It is seen in those who
crave attention and seem to "need" the patronage of others.

A typewriter was put up for sale. The information read: "The only defect it has is
that the capital 'I' is worn out." It is certainly an overworked pronoun, and as James
opens his discussion of people and positions, he notes that self-exaltation is wrong.

James' use of the phrase my brethren indicates a very warm and friendly address
to his fellow believers. He immediately gets to his point. He urges Christians to
keep their personal faith in Jesus Christ free from selfish motives and without
respect of persons. Discrimination is not to be associated in any way with a
believer's life, testimony, and labors.

* * * * *

(4)  Discrimination is the result of ____________________________

  in the life of the believer.

* * * * *

The Greek word prosopolempsia. has been translated here as "respect of per-
sons" (vs. 1), and conveys the idea of being partial to a person on the basis of who
they are. The word points to the fault of one "who when responsible to give
judgment, has respect to the position, rank, popularity, or circumstances of men,
instead of their intrinsic conditions, preferring the rich and powerful to those who
are not so" (W.E. Vine).

* * * * *

(5)  Briefly explain the phrase "respect of persons."

___________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________
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James gives an illustration of this partiality (vss. 2-4). Two men come into the
church. One is wealthy and the other is poor. This is evidenced in their apparel.
Honor and preference is given to the wealthy person. He is given an important seat
in the church. The poor is left standing or given a place of insignificance. Such an
attitude belongs to judges of evil thoughts (with evil motives) (vs. 4).

This spirit of partiality still stalks its way through Christian circles today. We do not
say through “liberal” circles (although it is certain to be found there), but through
“Christian” circles. It is to be found in the ranks of evangelical Christianity. Defer-
ence is shown to the persons of men in such ways as to evidence the work of the
flesh. Very often board members are chosen because they are men of financial
worth rather than because of spiritual standards. Personal appeal and personal
charm very often determine choices among men. Attention is paid to the persons
of men as opportunities are spread before them, and the thinking very often is:  “If
we choose so-and-so for this or that, then he will do this or that for us in return.”
It is no longer a matter with many as to the spiritual life of the person involved, his
ability to expound the Word of God, his prayer life, his standards of behavior;
instead, it is a matter of what he can do for us, and who he knows who can help
us, and on and on it goes. Partiality is a curse to any organization, and ought not
to exist in the church of the living God. It is  totally unlike God.

* * * * *

(6)  The spirit of partiality is rarely seen in Christian circles today.

(True or False) ____________

* * * * *

God is just as willing to save the rich as He is to save the poor. But the fact is that
more of the poor are willing to trust the Savior in comparison with the rich.
Doubtless there are those things in the lives of the poor that lead them to accept
the gospel more readily. They are rich in faith (vs. 5) which means they are rich in
the things that really count. God has chosen from among their ranks many who,
though living in humble circumstances, are willing to believe the gospel of Christ.

* * * * *

(7)  The poor are the ones who most often become rich in faith.

Define the phrase rich in faith. ___________________________

 __________________________________________________

* * * * *

James accused his readers of despising the poor. He reminds them of the fact that
the rich had oppressed them. Evidently the believers were suffering some difficul-
ties at the moment (vs. 6). Many of the enemies of the gospel had been instrumen-
tal in bringing them before the courts. In thus expressing their hatred of God, Do
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not they blaspheme that worthy name by the which ye are called? asks James. It
is unreasonable as well as totally unlike God to discriminate against the poor in
favor of the rich.

2.  Discrimination is unholy (vss. 8-13)

The essence of the law governing all human relationships and responsibilities is
expressed in the words: Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself (Leviticus 19:18).
This is termed the Royal Law because its precept is sovereign over all other laws
(Matthew 22:40; Galatians 5:14). Love is the center of the Law, whether it be love
toward God or love toward man. To discriminate against another person is to
commit sin. The believer who is guilty of such an act has violated the unity of the
Law (James 2:9-10). The unifying factor in the Law is love. To fail to love at one
point is to fail in the whole. View the Law as a chain. To break it at any one of its
links is to violate the unity of the whole. James illustrates this principle by mention-
ing adultery and murder in verse 11.

* * * * *

(8)  The unifying factor and center of the Law is  ________________.

* * * * *

Instead of discriminating against men, the believer is to speak and conduct his
affairs as one who is about to be judged by God. The believer has been redeemed
by the implanted Word of God. By this Word, the believer is warned of the
judgment seat of Christ (1 Corinthians 3:11-15; 2 Corinthians. 5:10). There the
believer's works will be rightly judged--and without respect of persons (see James
2:13).

It would seem now that James returns in his thinking to the truth presented in part
in James 1:22-27. The Holy Spirit turns the searchlight of truth upon the profes-
sions of men.

B.   God's Warning: Faith and Works (2:14-26)

1. Faith incomplete without works (vss. 14-20)

Charles J. Ellicott has rightly observed: "We now enter on the most debatable
ground of the Epistle; a battlefield strewn with the bones and weapons of countless
adversaries." Many have tried to prove that the Epistle of James is opposed to the
teachings of Paul. But such is not the case. In fact, they complement each other.

Verse 14 is translated by Lenski to read, "What the profit, my brethren, if one
declares to have faith yet does not have works? Is that faith able to save him?" The
answers are very clear. There is no profit in such faith. The kind of faith which is
unable to produce works is utterly unable to save.

* * * * *
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(9)  Faith that is not followed by good works obviously is not a saving

faith. (True or False) ____________.

* * * * *

James cites an illustration of faith without works. A fellow-Christian is in need of
clothes and food. Someone who professes to be a Christian sees the need, yet
simply wishes him well. Certainly there is no proof of real faith in such an attitude
toward the needy Christian—an attitude which says, "Be warmed, be fed--just
don't look for any help from me. I can really do nothing to aid you in a time like this."
This is less than worthless. Faith must put on working clothes. Even so faith, if it
hath not works, is dead, being alone (vs. 17).

That professing Christian who so easily dismisses the need of his brother will find
it extremely difficult to prove that his faith in Christ is real. He had opportunity to
show a genuine faith, if such he had. But instead, he simply demonstrated that the
faith he possessed was literally "dead in itself" (as the text really reads).

* * * * *

(10)  Genuine faith is a faith which is put into action by meeting  the

needs of others. (True or False) ________________.

* * * * *

When you walk through an orchard during harvest time and see a tree without
leaves and without fruit, you do not need a course in biology to know that such a
tree is without life. Faith that does not put on working clothes and fails to meet
human needs does not bear the marks of genuine faith. Mere profession will not
get the pretender anywhere with God.

The challenge of verse 18 is of great importance. Yea, a man may say, Thou hast
faith. . . . This means that a professing Christian will say to another of his fellows
that he must not be disturbed by James' teaching. After all, a man's faith is real,
regardless of works and despite all that James has taught in verses 14-17.

And I have works (vs. 18). This means that this same professing Christian who
would falsely assure one regarding his faith would also say that James makes
more of works than is necessary to truth.

James counters by saying, Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well
(vs. 19). It can read, "Thou believest that One is God." Commendable as this may
be, the fact is that even the demons believe this point of truth, and they tremble or
shudder. Then the writer adds: But wilt thou know, 0 vain man, that faith without
works is dead? (vs. 20). With these words James calls believers from the mistaken
idea—as is spread abroad by others—that genuine faith can and does exist apart
from its evidential works.
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* * * * *

(11) To God, a mere profession of faith is insufficient.  What analogy

does James use to teach this truth (James 2:19)?

___________________________________________________

* * * * *

2. Faith illustrated by works (vss. 21-26)

James reached into Hebrew history, and since his readers were Hebrew Chris-
tians he knew the value of citing an illustration from the life of Abraham. James
does not teach that the ground of our acceptance with God is good works. This
would be contrary to the whole of Scripture (Ephesians 2:8-9; Titus 3:5). He is
declaring that works are the evidence of genuine faith. A man cannot be regarded
by men as justified before God apart from the evidence of good works.

Such an act as Abraham's offering up of Isaac is a supreme demonstration of the
genuineness of his faith. It was an act that took place long after Abraham believed
God. Abraham's act before men is proof that God regarded him as a justified man.
It is in this larger sense of the word that James teaches that man is justified by his
works. Abraham demonstrated that his was not a dead faith, but a living trust that
evidenced itself in works of obedience and holiness.

* * * * *

(12)  What specific event in Abraham's life revealed his true genuine

faith in God? _________________________________________

* * * * *

In verse 22, James declares a wonderful truth, namely, that works are the means
by which faith can be demonstrated. By means of works, faith is shown to be
genuine to the outside world. The fruit of a tree is proof of the nature of the tree.
The works in a believer's life are proof of the nature of his faith.

By works was faith made perfect? (vs. 22). Faith has a goal to achieve. God
desires the believer for Himself. He wants him for fellowship. Through the believer
He wishes to glorify Himself. Faith--man's faith in God--makes this union possible.
Not only does it enhance the marvelous fellowship between God and man, it also
produces works that glorify the Lord.

* * * * *

(13) How is God's purpose for the believer fulfilled and the believer's

faith perfected? ______________________________________
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* * * * *

In verse 23, there is reference made to Genesis 15:6. Many years before the
offering up of Isaac, Abraham was declared righteous because he believed God.
His works (see Genesis 22) then became the outward evidence of a faith that
pleased God. Man is justified, therefore, by faith and works, in that the works
demonstrate the genuine nature of his faith (James 2:24).

While Rahab was young in faith, her faith was nonetheless real as is evidenced by
her works (Joshua 2:1-21; 6:25; Hebrews 11:31). Rahab's faith in a real sense
parallels Abraham's faith in that both give evidence of reality by their works. The
body without the spirit is dead and useless; faith without works is just as dead
(James 2:26). Faith in working clothes demonstrates a genuine belief and trust in
God.

* * * * *

(14) Rahab is another example that the life of good works supports

the reality of true ___________________________.

* * * * *
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The review questions should be answered with care. They
are supplied for the purpose of testing your understanding
of the section just studied. Restudy the section if your score
is under 90%. If your score is 90% or above, restudy all that
you did not understand.

Each answer is worth 9 points.

(1)  The faith of the believer is perfected by __________________________________.

(2)  "Respect of persons" carries the idea of being _____________________________

 _________________________________________________________________.

(3)  "Rich in faith" carries the idea of ________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________.

(4)  List two examples of believers in James 2 who revealed that they had faith by their

good works.

 (a) __________________________ (b) _____________________________

(5) Name the man who thought that the Book of James contradicted the teachings of

Paul. ________________________________________

(6)  Good works are the ___________________________________ of genuine faith.

True or False:

(7)  James does not teach that the basis of our acceptance with God is good works.

 ___________________________

(8)  Faith put into action by meeting the needs of others is genuine faith .___________

(9)  The believer who discriminates against another person violates the unity and center

of the Law which is peace. ____________

(10) The poor of this world become rich in faith more often than those of the world having

great riches. _______________

Possible score 100%

  My score ______ %
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PREPARE YOURSELF!  Turn to page 1, and carefully review
the objectives. Then review each section of the STEP, and
give special attention to those areas of study that you do not
completely understand. It is a good practice to rewrite every
incorrect exercise in this STEP. With this done, study the
reviews again.

When you are ready, ask your supervisor to initial
here________, then take the following pre-test.

Each answer is worth 5 points.

(1)  How many men were identified by the name of James in the New Testament?

  _______________________

(2)  Which James wrote the Epistle that bears his name? ________________________

(3)  The dates which are recognized as the time of the writing of this Epistle are ______

 ___________________________.

(4)  The prayer of faith never includes ______________________________________.

(5)  The Epistle of James was written to _____________________________________.

(6)  The responsibility of James in the church at Jerusalem was ____________________

 ______________________________________.

(7)  Name the type of wisdom which is needed for proper application of knowledge.

 ____________________________________________.

(8)  The source of temptation or the allurement to sin is man's ____________________.

(9)  Each of God's gifts has a definite _______________.

(10) The concept carried by the phrase "respect of persons" is that of being ____________

 _________________________________________________________________.

(11) Explain the idea contained in the prayer that "wavers." ________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________
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(12)  Explain God's purpose for bringing trials into the believer's life. ________________

__________________________________________________________________

(13) Name the two believers whom James cites as being examples of those having their

faith revealed by their good works.

 (a) _________________________ (b) ____________________________

(14) What event in the life of James is thought to have brought about his conversion?

__________________________________________________________________

(15) What type of faith is seen in the life of the believer who walks in good works?

__________________________

(16) What is the idea conveyed in the word "wavering"? _________________________

__________________________________________________________________

(17) Name the great Bible scholar who referred to James as an "epistle of straw."

_______________________________

(18) The will of God is that the believer's faith be perfected. James 2:22 reveals that this

is accomplished by ______________________.

(19) "Patience" comes through the trial of one's faith. The concept contained in this

word is to _________________________________.

Possible score 100%

           My score _______ %
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    YOUR IN-SERVICE PROJECT

You may choose one of the following :

a. Interview a leader in your church by asking them to relate to you a trying
experience in their life whereby the Lord was able to develop patience in them.

(or)

Consider a trial in your own life and evaluate it. Did you learn patience through
this experience? Write a brief report describing the experience and how God
produced patience through it.

b. Research the teaching of Paul in Romans concerning justification by faith alone.
Relate your findings to the teachings of James. Write a short paper on your work
discussing exactly how the teachings of Paul and James coincide.

 When you have completed your in-service project, have your supervisor
initial here _____ before advancing to the STEP-Test.

Supervisor's comments: __________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

PREPARE FOR THE STEP-TEST

Turn to page 1 again, and carefully review the objectives. Then
review each section of the STEP, and give special attention to
those areas of study that you do not completely understand.
With this done, study the pre-test. When you are prepared, turn
in your STEP and request permission to take the STEP-Test.
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REQUIRED SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR STEP 2

Read the following Scripture passages in preparation for the lessons in the
next STEP.

Section I   -  James 3:1-12
Section II  -  James 3:13-18
Section III -  James 4:1-5:20



CONFIRMATION KEY





CONFIRMATION KEY
STEP 1, James 1-2

INTRODUCTION (JAMES 1:1)

(1)  James, the half-brother of Christ
(2)  that person must have been well known
(3)  false
(4)  the resurrection appearance of Christ
(5)  he presided over the Council
(6)  A.D. 45-50
(7)  Josephus
(8)  Jewish believers
(9)  Palestine
(10) date indicated by student
(11) greeting

I. THE WISDOM OF GOD (JAMES 1:2-27)

(1)  (a) a testing: to see if a person or thing measures up to certain standards
 (b) enticement to sin; allurements placed before one for the purpose of inducing sin
(2)  context
(3)  false
(4)  trials
(5)  stay under (or) stand fast (or) submit to
(6)  completeness, spiritual adulthood or maturity
(7)  false
(8)  false
(9)  a giving God; continuous supply is seen
(10) simplicity, openness, generosity
(11) the prayer that distinguishes between the possible and the impossible on the basis

that "God will" in some things and "will not" in others
(12) true
(13) in the Son of God (or) eternal things
(14)  in man's sin nature
(15) false
(16) the believer is to put away filthiness which would hinder him from being swift to hear
(17) the one who does not bridle his tongue
(18) (a) a willingness to serve the needs of others
       (b) keeping oneself from the sins of the world

REVIEW

(1)  Jewish believers
(2)  Palestine
(3)  James, the half-brother of Christ
(4)  presided over the Council
(5)  (a) a testing: to see if a person or thing measures up to certain standards
 (b) enticement to sin: allurements placed before one for the purpose of inducing

sin
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(6)  patience
(7)  purpose
(8)  in the Son of God (or) eternal things
(9)  faith
(10) in man's sin nature
(11) Josephus
(12) wisdom from above (or) God's wisdom
(13) A.D. 45-50

II. THE WARNING OF GOD (JAMES 2:1-26)

(1)  date indicated by student
(2)  (a) Martin Luther
 (b) epistle full of straw
(3)  true
(4)  an intense spirit of pride
(5)  being partial to a person on the basis of who they are
(6)  false
(7)  rich in things that really count (or) rich in spiritual things
(8)  love
(9)  true
(10) true
(11) the demons also believe in God
(12) offering up Isaac
(13) through works
(14) faith

REVIEW

(1)  good works
(2)  partial to a person on the basis of who they are
(3)  being rich in things that really count (or) being rich in spiritual things
(4)  (a) Rahab
      (b) Abraham
(5)  Martin Luther
(6)  evidence (or) proof
(7)  true
(8)  true
(9)  false
(10) true

PRE-TEST

(1)  four
(2)  James, the half-brother of Christ
(3)  A.D. 45-50
(4)  doubt (or) wavering
(5)  Jewish believers
(6)  presided over the Council
(7)  wisdom from above (or) God's wisdom
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(8)  sin nature
(9)  purpose
(10) partial to a person on the basis of who they are
(11) the prayer that distinguishes between the possible and the impossible on the basis

that "God will" in some things and "will not" in others
(12) to strengthen the believer's faith
(13) (a) Rahab
 (b) Abraham
(14) the resurrection appearance of Christ
(15) genuine (or) true (or) saving
(16) to distinguish, to separate one thing from another
(17) Martin Luther
(18) works
(19) stay under (or) stand fast (or) submit to
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